c% CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP

5920 Tahoe Dr SE SE Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE

In accordance with Public Act 228 of 2020, which declares that public bodies subject to the
Open Meetings Act can use telephone and/or video conferencing technology to meet and conduct
business during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Cascade Charter Township Parks
Committee will conduct a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 8:00 am utilizing the
Zoom video conferencing platform, for the purpose of conducting official business while
complying with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services orders and
recommendations designed to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. For up-to-date information
regarding the ongoing public health crisis, please visit:

http://www.Michigan.gov/coronavirus or http://www.CDC.gov/coronavirus

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/85178705889

Or iPhone one-tap :
US: +13126266799,, 85178705889 # or +19292056099,, 85178705889 #
Or Telephone:
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1
669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782
Webinar I1D: 851 7870 5889
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpmtcDm46

**Members of the public with disabilities may utilize the Michigan Relay System (7-1-1) to
participate in the meeting. If other aids or services are needed for individuals with disabilities,
please contact the Township Manager, Ben Swayze, at bswayze@cascadetwp.com or
616-949-1500 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting**

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Members of the public will be able to listen to and view all discussion by the Parks Committee,
and all official materials for this meeting prepared for the Parks Committee will be included in
the meeting packet and available to the public on the Township website. www.cascadetwp.com



http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85178705889
mailto:bswayze@cascadetwp.com
http://www.cascadetwp.com/

Individuals will be permitted to speak during public comment periods in accordance with the
Township Remote Public Meeting Procedure Policy.

If you would like to contact the Township about any matter, on the agenda or otherwise, please
do so via email at the addresses below a minimum of 8 hours prior to the meeting. If you wish
comments to be read into the public record during the public comment period, you must indicate
so and draft communication that can be read in the allotted 3-minute timeframe.

Clerk Sue Slater: sslater@cascadetwp.com
Manager Ben Swayze: bswayze@cascadetwp.com
Community Dev. Director: speterson@cascadetwp.com



mailto:sslater@cascadetwp.com
mailto:bswayze@cascadetwp.com
mailto:speterson@cascadetwp.com

AGENDA
Cascade Township Parks Committee
June 8, 2021
8:00 a.m.
Zoom

ARTICLE 1. Call the meeting to order

ARTCILE 2. Approve minutes from
April 20, 2021

ARTICLE 3. Park Discussion Items

1. Discuss park master plan survey questions
and timing

2. Discuss Park Bylaws

3. Review possible pedestrian pathway repair
recommendations

ARTICLE 4. Adjournment



Cascade Township Parks Committee Notes
April 20, 2021

8:00 am Virtual Zoom Meeting

ARTICLE 1. Planner Brian Hilbrands called the meeting to order at 8:02 am.
Members Present: Matt Douglas, Dawn McDonald, Alan Rowland, Mike Reeée, Ginny
Wanty, Joe Engel, and Grace Lesperance.
Others Present:

ARTICLE 2. Approve minutes from March 17, 2021

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the minutes of the March 17,2021
meeting. Supported by Member Wanty. Motion carried 7 to 0.

ARTICLE 3. Park Discussion Items

1. Park and Recreation Plan Update

Planner Hilbrands stated that a park and recreation plan update is typically done
every five years, and although there is no strict deadline, the plan is due for an
update at this time. Planner Hilbrands stated that it’s important at this time to
discuss options on how to how to gain public input, and a timeline for gathering this
information. Some ideas discussed have been surveys, open houses, community
events, direct communications, and outreach at local parks and libraries.

Member Wanty stated that she believes it’s helpful to have the plan updated before
public input/interest is gathered.

Member Reese states that he believes public input is important to have before
putting together a draft or updated plan, and believes that looking at past park
plans and other past Township plans can help shape how public input surveys are
put together.

Planner Hilbrands stated that the first stage may be updating internal numbers,
second stage would be gathering public input, and then using both of those to form
goals and objectives moving forward.

Member McDonald stated that during public input, she believes it would be good to

have “idea boards” available to the community to offer ideas of things that other
communities may have, and that may be of interest to residents of this community.
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Member Engel asked if this would be a digital board, Member McDonald stated that
a digital board would be good as the pandemic is still limiting gatherings, and a
digital board would be efficient at presenting ideas and leaving room for suggestion.

Member Reese stated that he agrees that a digital board would be a good idea at
this time. Planner Hilbrands agreed that a digital board combined with a physical
board (when possible) would help gather as much input as possible.

Member Engel asked if there would be a possibility to partially update the parks
plan for the next 5-6 years, and then attach that to a digital board that would
provide an opportunity for the community to see where we are currently, and also
be able to suggest plans they would like to see in the future.

Member Douglas asked if this is an overall plan for all parks in the Township, or one
specifically. Planner Hilbrands stated this is an overall plan for both parks and
pathways.

Member Douglas asked if direct mailings Iettfhg residents know there is a virtual
board available to add comments to is an option, Planner Hilbrands stated that
mailings have been done previously, and can be done again in some way if desired.

Member Reese stated that social media has seen the most success in response over
the last few years, but the DNR requires public meetings and engagement for
compliance with park plan guidelines in order to be eligible for some grants.

Planner Hilbrands states that surveys or meetings can be promoted through the
Townships Facebook page.

Member McDonald stated her thought that a “how did you hear about this”
question on a survey may help decide how to gather public input in the future.

Planner Hilbrands asked what questions Members would like to see on future
surveys. Member Wanty stated she would like to know how community members
use parks (how often do you use parks/trials, etc.). Member Rowland stated he
would like to know how many parks residents have visited (do they know how many
are available?). Member Engel stated he would like to know what people want from
the park systems (priorities, needs, ranks, etc.). Member Reese stated that a ranking
system would be a good idea to focus on overall priorities and/or individual
amenities (fields, playgrounds, etc.).

Member Engel stated that he believes offering a number of available options to

choose from/rank would gather a good response. Member Reese agrees and thinks
that an option to provide open feedback (the “other” box) would also be helpful.
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Member Wanty asked how it should be asked if the public would like to see current
Township properties (parks) be added to or updated, or the possibility of new
properties acquired.

Member Lesperance stated that it could be asked “how important are parks and
greenspace compared to other Township projects”.

Member Reese stated that funding mechanisms such as a new Parks Millage should
be considered, Member Lesperance stated that she will pursue it at the Township
Board level if survey results favor a millage.

Member McDonald stated that asking for a millage puts a value on a space, and it
would be good to see how the public responds to that.

Member Wanty stated that other items such as hiring a Parks Director or expanding
recreation programs can also be considered. Member McDonald stated that
programming has been discussed in the past.

Member Lesperance asked if Members are interested in electing a Chair, Co-Chair,
etc. for the Parks Committee as the By Laws state that can be done. Members agree
that can be added to the next Meeting Agenda for further discussion.

Planner Hilbrands asked if there is any information Members would like to see
included in the Parks and Rec Plan. Member Douglas stated that he would like to
see the percentage of both greenspace and useable greenspace located in the
Township. Member Engel states that he believes that information (or similar) is in
the former Parks and Rec Plan in terms of assets, however it may need to be
converted into a percentage.

Member Reese states that the National Park Service has recommendations for how
much open space and green space an area should have based on the population,
and suggests this can be used as a baseline for the new plan. Planner Hilbrands
stated that information from the Michigan DNR has previously been used.

Member Lesperance asked when the last time a park was purchased by the
Township, and asked if there was a way to get a list/timeline of when parks were
acquired or created in the Township. Member McDonald stated that linear
segments would also be included on that list.

Member Lesperance believes that residents have park space as a high priority as a
“want” in the Township, and electing officers to help prioritize park space would be
beneficial. Member Engel stated that residents don’t always know what is already
available for their use.
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Member Wanty asked about the latest census data and its impact. Member
McDonald stated that results are currently delayed, however the census can help
inform the Township which areas are becoming more dense and where new parks
may be an option, or what areas may be underserved.

Member Wanty stated that she would be willing to lead nature hikes through
Township parks to help with community exposure.

Member McDonald asked if the Township has the technical ability to link a survey to
a QR code posted at a park as most people have smartphones with them.

Member Rowland suggested there be spécific questions to cover all demographics
(age, number of children in the household, etc.) gf people answering survey
questions.

Members discussed taking the survey first themselves to make sure it isn’t too long,
and will encourage residents to respond accordingly.

Member Reese stated that documenting how the survey is spread (word of mouth,
Cascade Connections, social media) may help determine the demographic of survey
responses.

Member Engel asked if Member Reese would be willing to head a small
subcommittee to add new comments and ideas to the original parks survey to
review at the next meeting. Member Reese stated that he would be willing to do
that and coordinate with other Members and Planner Hilbrands.

2. Discuss and Consider Virtual or In-Person (Hybrid) Meetings

Planner Hilbrands stated that the Township now has the ability to hold in-
person/virtual hybrid meetings, so he would like to know how the Parks Committee

would like to hold future meetings.

Members discussed the convenience of meeting virtually at this time, and decided
to revisit this decision at a later meeting.

Member Reese asked when the next scheduled meeting date is. Planner Hilbrands
stated that it isn’t until September 21st, however he anticipates scheduling one
before then as the Parks Plan is in the process of being updated. Member Douglas
suggested possibly meeting outdoors at a park.

Member McDonald suggested setting a meting date now for June; Members
decided that June 8™, at 8:00 AM would work best for everyone.
April 20, 2021
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Planner Hilbrands asked Member Wanty to review the upcoming Garlic Mustard pull
planned for Peace Park. Member Wanty reviewed plans for that day (May 15), and
stated that she would be willing to help organize other pulls that community
members would like to organize. Member Wanty also reminded Members there will
be a dumpster for pulled garlic mustard located at the Thornhills Fire Station May
7th-31%,

Member Reese asked for an update on the possible purchase of the Wycliff property
for a new park. Member Lesperance stated that one of the owners met with
Township representatives and discussed preferring the Township to buy the
property for a park, but stated that they do have an investor who is antsy to get the
property sold in general. Member Lesperance stated that he did offer a non-binding
letter of interest option with the Township putting down five to ten thousand for a
period of 45 days while the Township performs due diligence to collect information.

Member Lesperance asked if the Parks Committee would feel comfortable moving
forward with this, Member Engel stated “no”, as he doesn’t see this property being
moved on in 45 days. Member Lesperance stated that the current Pathway fund has
money in it that may be available to use if the Wycliff property is used as a trailhead
park. Member Reese stated that he believes this would be a great project and use as
a trailhead, but he agrees with Member Engel that 45 days is too little time to plan,
and the price is still too high.

Member Lesperance stated that she will put together information requested by
both the Township Board and Parks Committee.

Member Douglas asked if the time period for the letter of interest deposit can be
extend past 45 days, Member Lesperance stated that she can ask the owners.

Member McDonald also stated that she believes the 45-day time frame is also too
little time to plan, and that price would need to be significantly cut in order to justify
the purchase to voters.

Member Engel stated this discussion shows how a survey of Township residents
“wants and needs” will be helpful, and that although opportunism and flexibility are
great, the plan needs to be well thought out. Member Reese stated that the census

may help shed light on the value of this parcel versus other parcels in the Township.

Member Douglas asked about the possibility of the parcel being split and developed,
Member Lesperance stated that a split has not been requested yet, but it is possible.

ARTICLE 4. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 am.
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MEMORANDUM

To: Parks Committee
From: Brian Hilbrands, Planner
Meeting Date: June 8, 2021

Agenda Item 1

1. Discuss Park Master Plan Survey Questions and Timing
Included in your packet is a draft survey to be included as part of the
parks and recreation plan update. I used a number of questions from
the last survey that was done, while also trying to incorporate the
comments received at our last meeting.

The survey was sent to a subcommittee of members Reese, Wanty and
Engel so that they could review it prior to this meeting and have
comments prepared. We would like to get input from the full
Committee before finalizing the survey. The survey will then be used
to help gather public input as part of our parks and recreation plan
update.

With the easing of pandemic restrictions, we would also like to revisit
the timing of the park plan update. We are not under a strict timeline,
so we have time to figure out the best public input methods and when
might be the best time to hold events to gather public input.



Draft Parks and Recreation Community Survey

1. What is your age?
18 or under
19-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64

65+

o o op

2. Iam currently:

A homeowner in Cascade Township

A renter in Cascade Township

Living with family or friends in Cascade Township
A business owner in Cascade Township

Residing in Lowell

Residing in Ada

Residing in another community

©ho e op

3. Ifyou reside in Cascade Township, which quadrant do you live in (based on a map
that would be included)?

o oo o
N B W N

4. How important are parks, trails, and open space to your quality of life?
a. Not important
b. Important
¢. Very important
d. No opinion

S. Who in your household is the most active user of parks?
Myself

Another adult in the household

Children

Our whole family

No one in my family

ope o

6. How often do you visit the following parks (will include map of parks):
Frequently | Often (2- | Sometimes | Rarely | Never
(1 or more | 3 times (a few (less than {




| times per | per times per | once per
week) month) year) year)

Burton Park

Cascade
Township Park
Cascade Peace
Park

Leslie E.
Tassell Park

Michael
McGraw Park

Museum
Garden Park

7. Which of the following benefits of parks and recreation are most important to you?
Please select up to five.

T FR e Ao op

Provide opportunities to enjoy nature/outdoors

Promote parks and recreation programming activities

Improve health and wellness

Protect the natural environment and wildlife

Provide cultural opportunities

Help seniors and disabled people remain active

Connect people together, building stronger families and neighborhoods
Enhance community image and sense of place

Connect to a regional trail network

Improve property values

8. How important are the following in improving parks and recreation offerings in
Cascade Township? Please rank in order, with one being the most important and
seven being the least important.

e pe o

Developing new parks and facilities
Maintaining existing parks and facilities
Acquiring land for future parks
Increasing accessibility for all abilities
Providing open land for hunting
Expanding the pathway system
Establishing a dedicated parks millage

If you do not currently use parks in Cascade Township, what is the reason? Please

pick your top choice.

Mmoo o

Not interested/no time

Lack of facilities

Poorly maintained

Too far away, not conveniently located
I use parks in other townships/cities
Do not have transportation



g. Do not know where they are
h. Do not know what’s available

10. What types of parks are most needed in Cascade Township? Please check any that

apply.

mo AL o

Small neighborhood parks

Large multi-use parks that serve the whole community
Natural areas

A sports complex park

Parks with water frontage

No additional parks or natural areas are needed

11. Which groups are underserved by current recreation services and amenities? Please
check any that apply.

PR ome e o

Preschoolers and toddlers (under 5)
Elementary school aged children (5-9)
Adolescents (10-18)

Young adults (19-24)

Adults (25-64)

Seniors (65+)

Children with disabilities

Adults with disabilities

12. Do you feel adequately served by area programming (camps, sports leagues,
outdoor education)?

a.
b.
c.

Yes
No
Somewhat

13. How would you rate your level of satisfaction with the current recreational and
parks offerings in Cascade Township?

a.
b.
C.
d.

Unsatisfied
Somewhat satisfied
Satisfied

Highly satisfied

14. What parks and recreation amenities, facilities, and services are you most interested
in? Please check your top five choices.

HER e Ao o

Amphitheater

Athletic fields (soccer/lacrosse/field hockey/football)
Bathrooms

Children’s play equipment

Fishing/boating docks

Ice skating rink

Interpretation/nature center

Mountain biking courses

Outdoor lighting



Outdoor water recreation (splash pad, fountains)
Pool
Picnic pavilions
. Outdoor recreation programming
Public art
Trail head with bathroom facilities
Trail/park wayfinding signs
Skate park
Soccer complex
Trails and paths
Wireless internet service (Wi-Fi)

N R N R

15. Where would you like to see any of the facilities selected in Question 16? Please
write in answers, including the specific amenity or facility as well as the location
based on the numbered quadrant map.

16. Are you willing to financially support a new parks millage? If so, how much is your
household willing to spend per year?

$50.00 or less

$51.00 - $99.00

$100.00 - $199.00

I am not willing to financially support a new parks millage

Uncertain

N ™

17. If you are willing to support a millage, what would you like the money used for?
a. Park maintenance
b. Acquisition of new park property
¢. New amenities in existing parks
d. Other

18. How did you hear about this survey?

19. Please share any comments, questions, or concerns below:
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-aoording to the Open Meetings Act. The notice shall include the duts and time of the meeting.

fiigNotices. All meetings shall be posted at the Cascade Charter Township Hall

42 Regular Meeting. Regular meetings of the Committee shall be hild in accordance with thie
ateting schedule adoptéd by the Committes. At the Park's Committes meeting in November-thi¢
Revording Secretary shall submmit to the Committee a proposed meeting schedule for the
apeoimng calendar year. At this meeting, the schedule shall be approved as submitied or
posted »t the Cascads Charter Townskip Hall inaccordunce with the Open Meetirigs Act. Any
whunges inthe date or time of the regular meetings shill be posted and noticed in the S
a3 ofiginafly established. When & regular meeting dute fills on or near & logal holiday, the
Comrpittes shall select suitable slternate dates in the same month, in accordance with thé-Open

4.3 Spevial Meetings. A speciel mesting may be called by two membe: . n*+ . Committee upar
shall be conthucted at 2 public meeting held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. Pubfic
Notice of' the time, date, and place of the special meeting shall be given in a manner<svoqrsd!
theOpen Meetings Act, and the Recording Secretary shall sénd written notice of a special
xtieeting 10 committes members not less than 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

4.4 Ouoram. In order for the Committes to conduct business or take any official action, a
guorum consisting of the majority of the voting membess shall be present. When a quorumisne
present, np official act: wn, except for cloing of the meeting mz - tak« place. The members of th
Commitfee ma* oiscuss matters of interesy, wut can take no action until the next regular or spec
mesting. All pablic hearings without a quorum shall be scheduled for the next regular or special
mpeting and ao additional public notice is required provided the date, time and place S—eer.
at the mecting.

4.5 Hearings. Hearings shall be scheduled and due notice given in accordance with the
provisions of the act cited in Section 1. Public hearings conducted by the Committee shali be ru
in an orderly and timely fashion.

46 Motions. Motions shall be restated by the Chairperson before 2 vote is taken. The name of
the maker and supporters of the motions shall be recorded.

4.7 Voting. An affirmative vote of the ma;ority of the Committee shall be reanires for the
approval of any requested action or motion placed before the Committes. V'uung shall ordinari
be voice vote; provided however that a roll call vote shall be required if requested by any
Committee member or directed by the Chairperson. All members of the Committee including ¢t
chairperson shall vote on all matters, but the Chairperson shall vote last. Any member may be
sxcused from voting only if that person has a bonafide conflict of interest as recognized by the
mejority of the remaining members of the Committee. Any member abstaining from a vote shal
aot participate in the discussion of that item.
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& 4:8: Drider of Business. A written sgends for all reguler meetings shalt be preparedas follows,
Call to order
Roil Call
Approval of Agends

4.9 Rules of Order, memmmummwm
generdlly acoepted parliamentary procedure, as governed by "Robert's Rules of Orders.

4.10 Noiice of Decision. A written notice containing the decision of the Committee will be sent

10 petitioners amd originators of & request.
2. S, MINUTES ,
5.1 WMM%WW&&MMSW. The minutes shaft contain

& brief synopsis of the meeting, irfuding a complete restatement of all mcics< .ad recording of
voles; complete statement [ the conditions or recoaaswendations made on any actiors; and
recording of attendance. Afl communications, actions, and resolutions shall be attached to the
minutes. %eoﬁdaimxdsshaﬂbeamuaﬂydepositedwiﬂttheﬁwmﬁpmak.

6. OPEN MEETINGS AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PROVISIONS
6.1 Afl meetings of the Committee shall be opened to the public and held in a place availsble to

6.2 All deliberations and decisions of the Committee shall be made at a meeting open to the
public.

6.3 Apmahﬂlbepamﬁtédmaddrmahwingofﬂw@mmmmemm&m
in subseetion 4.5 and 10 address the Committee concerning non-hearing matters under the ruls;
eatablished in Section 4.8 1o the extent that they are applicable.

$4 A person shall not be excluded ﬁnmqmeoﬁngoftheComnﬁtteeexeeptforbreach of the
peace, oormmitted at the meeting.

&3 8,5 All reconds, files, publications, correspondence, and other materials are available to the publie
= Tor neading, copying, and other purposes are governed by the Freedem of Information Act.

Page 4

. R Al o v % LY 3 [V S ] T e = — 1]



:}ﬁmm ignmmmum HAVE RERN msv




ma—— |

Cascade Charier Townsliip
Resolution 71 of 1993
ﬂwwmm i Board kad establisliedt & Cascadé Clisrtse Townisitip Paik Boid: by
Resoluton # 1 of 1577, comiaeh o six cifizes 10 advise the Towniship o watters relsted fo-the.
Cosate it Ton s

WHEREAS, stnce ity existence, » Uhe Park Board has et on 2 rogular busls to addreas the recreationml sesds of the
vesliionts of Cascailc Charter Township:

WHEREAS, tb. coment o the Park Board s developed o set of by « laws.and rubls of proceduce to
husndlle mmmﬁmmmﬁm»mww Cascade Cliarter Township Boand;

wmmmmwmmammw

mmmwmmmmmmmm Foart v g
muﬂpmmﬁngﬁﬁw(&mgw ane (1) alternate meinber and one (1) éx<office

mmmmmwmmmmmammm Board to the: be hience Rigth
calind the *Cascade Charter Township Parks Committee *;

The forsgoing Reselution mmwmmwng; mng sapporicd by ¥ vardmember Johu.an
T roll osll vote being as #-lows:

NAYS: Nove
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ABSENT: VanStrien
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Cascade Charier Township Board on the 22 nd day of December 1993, ,
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PARK COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM

To: Cascade Parks Committee
From: Steve Peterson, Community Development Director
Subject: Consider approval for annual pathway repairs.

Meeting Date: June 8, 2021

I wanted to get your input on the pathway repairs for this year. After review by
BG crew and myself (we also received a resident letter this year with
suggestions) we are recommending the following stretches of path be replaced
in this order of priority.

 Cascade Rd just south of Laraway lake Dr going south about 200
feet

e Thornapple River dr/shagbark intersection about 200 feet on both
side of Shagbark

e Cascade rd between Mont-Rue and south Manchester Hills Dr.

This would total about $100,000 of pathway replacement based on the bid from
last year. We wanted to get this done early this year so that we could bid this
out soon in hopes of getting good pricing if we are flexible with our timelines.

If you have some other stretch of path you would like us to consider we can
either keep it as an option if the bids come in low or we would have to replace
one of the others proposed.

The Township Board has budgeted $100,000 for pathway replacement this year.
Your recommendation will go to the Township Board for approval.



