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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

HYBRID FORMAT 
Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 
AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel, 
McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek.  
Absent: None 
Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, 
DDA/Economic Development Director Korhorn, Attorney Doug Van Essen and those 
listed on the supplement. 

 
Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
                           Manager Swayze noted in the Consent Agenda a. 3. Public Safety Advisory  
                           Committee Minutes (3/31/21) are actually Governance Committee Minutes (3/31/21). 

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve the 
Agenda with correction. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 4. Presentations 

1.  Presentation from Doug Van Essen – Current status and imminent actions regarding    
 PFAS in Cascade Township.  Mr. Van Essen spoke extensively explaining the 
process involved and action steps to correct the problems created by PFAS in local 
homes.  
  

Article 5. Public Comments 
1.  Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-wondered how long Township has known about the 

problems with PFAS?  She also feels the problems in the world today are because 
we have left God out of every discussion and decision and must bring Him into every  
discussion and decision moving forward. 

2. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct SE-is in favor of Cascade Township purchasing 
the “church on the hill” IF they sold 2800 Thornapple River Dr. What is being done  
with that property-what’s the plan? 
 

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
              a.       Receive and File Minutes 
    1. Township Board Minutes – 4/28/21  
    2. Infrastructure Committee – 3/03/21 
    3. Public Safety Advisory Committee – 3/31/21 
                                                        Governance Committee Minutes-3/31/21 
  b. Receive and File Reports 
    1. Cascade Inspection Services Report – April 2021 
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  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
1. Adam Magers – FDIC Fire Department Instructors Conference – 
Indianapolis IN – August 5-6, 2021 
2. Jennifer Genter – 2021 IAAO Conference – Chicago IL, August 29-
Sept 1, 2021 

  d. Receive and File Communication  
None 

                           Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald, to approve the Consent 
                           Agenda with correction.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
Article 7. Financial Actions  
  None 
    
Article 8.          Unfinished Business 
  None 
 
Article 9. New Business 
                           
                          044-2021 Review and Consider the Robinson Dental Development Agreement 
                                                    (Trustee Koessel recused himself from discussion/voting on Items 44/45)  
                                                     Motion to approve with the provision new attorney approves the                          
                                                     Agreement by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald.  Motion  
                                                     carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
                                       
                         045-2021 Review and Consider the Resolution Approving the Brownfield    
                                                    Redevelopment Authority’s Submission of an EGLE Brownfield   
                                                    Grant and Loan Application for Robinson Dental (Roll Call) 
                                                    Motion to approve by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley. 
                                                    Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
                         046-2021 Consider Award of a bid for Township Strategic Plan 
                                                     Rationale for the choice of McKenna was shared by Governance  
                                                     Committee members who had reviewed five proposals and interviewed 
                                                     three firms. 
                                                     Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley. 
                                                     Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
047-2021 Consider Appointment to the Citizens PFAS Advisory Committee 
                           Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee 

Koessel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
048-2021 Consider Appointments to the Planning Commission 
                          Discussion regarding the merit of re-appointing Phil Johnson to the 

Planning Commission. Supervisor Lesperance wanted the fresh 
perspective of Mr. Meurlin. Additional note: This appointment included 
the reappointment of Scott Rissi and Chris Noordyke as well. Correction 
5/26/21. 

                          Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee 
Noordhoek. Motion carried by roll call vote 4-3.  In favor-Trustees 
Shipley and Noordhoek, Treasurer Peirce and Supervisor Lesperance.  
Opposed-Trustees McDonald and Koessel, Clerk Slater. 
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049-2021 Consider a Letter of Interest for 2965 Wycliff Drive Property 

(refundable)  
                          Motion for approval with the following terms in the letter of interest: 
                          Refundable $10K deposit in escrow 30 days, subject to attorney’s 

approval by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee McDonald.  Motion 
carried by roll call vote 6-1.  In favor-Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel, 
Shipley, McDonald, Noordhoek, and Supervisor Lesperance.  Opposed-
Clerk Slater. 

 
.Article 10.        Public Comments 

1. Jeremiah Gruchow-7061 Cascade Road-concerned that Township address pathways 
in conjunction with potential Wycliffe property for safety on Cascade Road. 

2. Chris Noordyke-3720 Oak Bluff-thanks for re-appointment to Planning Commission. 
3. Scott Rissi-7238 Cascade Road- thanks for re-appointment to Planning Commission.  

Also concerned about pathway safety farther south in the future especially since 
population in that area is growing. 

4. Paul Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-(ZOOM)-asked for update on Thornapple River 
SAD.  Supervisor Lesperance indicated it will be on Agenda for May 26 meeting. 

5. Steven Renkema-(ZOOM)-offering party for 2965 Wycliffe Drive property.  Why 
not let an individual like myself develop this property? 

                            
Article 11.   Manager Comments  

1. Update on KCRC bids are 30% lower than anticipated which will save the 
Township $500K.  KCRC not allowing re-investment in more roads due to 
competition from many jurisdictions for road work. 

2. Gypsy Moth spraying will likely happen May 17-21.  Letters sent to affected 
residents; we will keep our website updated with the latest information. 

3. Garlic mustard drop-off available at Fire station. 
4. Was hoping for more information from Federal Treasury on how ARP funds can be 

spent-guidance for “non-entitlement” communities should be released next week.  
Hope to have discussion at May 26 meeting on how those funds should be 
dispersed. 
 

Article 12. Board Member Comments 
1. Trustee McDonald-30 days a good process for evaluating parks across Township.  

Need to identify needs, zones and funding and devise a comprehensive plan. 
2. Trustee Noordhoek-congratulated Craig Meurlin for his appointment to Planning 

Commission. 
3. Trustee Shipley-thanked residents for coming. Mentioned new store by Daylily 

selling electric bikes-Township should evaluate our pathways in terms of what we 
will allow since currently only non-motorized vehicles allowed.  He spoke with 3 
residents who still want to utilize wells to water lawns after water connection 
implemented correcting PFAS contamination.  Noted airport has not updated glycol 
levels on its website. 

4. Supervisor Lesperance thanked Mr Meurlin, Mr Rissi and Mr Noordyke for their 
willingness to serve on Planning Commission. 

 
Article 13.        Adjournment 

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to adjourn.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
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Meeting adjourned at 9:06 pm. 
 

 
Sue Slater 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
Approved by: 

 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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