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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 

HYBRID FORMAT                                     
Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 
AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 
7:00 P.M.           

                                                                                                                                                       
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Trustees Koessel, McDonald, Shipley and 
Noordhoek; Treasurer Peirce via ZOOM. 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, 
Lt. Justin DeBoode, and Deputy Omar Dieppa (ZOOM)-Kent County Sheriff’s Dept., Mr 
Scott Hogan of Foster Swift, Matt Douglas of Parks Committee and those listed on the 
supplement. 

 
Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Article 4. Presentations  
                          Supervisor Lesperance asked Manager Swayze to give update on Township 

projects.  
1. Fire Station RFP were distributed directly to 18 firms with a specialty in 

public safety facilities; nearly all have indicated interest. It was also picked up 
by other firms in trade publications/websites.  We anticipate after review by 
Public Safety Committee to have a recommendation to the Board in July. 

2. PFAS-Township application with Grand Rapids was selected. Grand Rapids 
has to go through their own process at their June 15 meeting. Conversations 
are ongoing regarding how grant will be administered. After review by the 
Infrastructure Committee we hope to have a recommendation to the Board 
soon; project expected to break ground Spring 2022, completion by end of 
2022. Special Counsel Doug Van Essen and Supervisor Lesperance met with 
Airport administration; updates expected at next meeting. 

3. Strategic Plan-we’ll have 2 surveys and 2 or more input meetings with com-
munity-at-large; specific input with Planning Commission, DDA, Staff and  
Board.  The initial survey results, once compiled, will lead to more input 
sessions; then we’ll create a second survey with reports to all entities. 
Anticipated wrap-up September/October. 
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4. SAD notification sent by Special Counsel to Tax Tribunal; finalizing payment 

back to 4 petitioners.  Next, to complete certification of roll he’ll meet with 
Supervisor, Assessor and Special Counsel to review the roll.  When certified 
we’ll proceed to Resolution #3, then to Clerk to certify, Board to approve, and 
set Public Hearing including meeting all advertising requirements. 

 
a. Lt Justin DeBoode and Deputy Omar Dieppa – East Precinct Update and 

Response Statistic Review.  Lt DeBoode reviewed his report in detail-particularly 
with regard to response time.  Cascade Township’s response time is well above 
the average for all jurisdictions.  Calls for service have increased from the hotel 
corridor for all types of crime.  Sheriff’s office has met with hotel management 
to be proactive in the prevention of crimes; most arrests relate to drugs-patrols 
are effective. The main problem is speeding and it’s not just Cascade Township. 
He took questions from the Board and public. 
 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 
(limit comments to 3 minutes)  
1. Chuck Whitley-5030 Sequoia-appreciates that recent packets include resident 

comments in the minutes. He wondered what the criteria are for including emails in 
the minutes; Manager Swayze clarified the direction came from the remote meeting 
procedure which is included in every packet; if a resident requests their email be 
read into the record that will be done.  

2. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-thinks Township should sell the Thornapple 
River Drive properties-it would be fine to purchase Wycliffe property. 

3. Molly Miller-1490 Briarcliff-agrees Thornapple River property is not being utilized; 
Township should purchase the Wycliffe property. 

4.  Shirley Ross-7119 Oran Dr-historically, the Wycliffe property was a horse farm; has 
a stone staircase, but walls are falling apart. What kind of houses would be built?  
How would that affect our taxes, and our wells? We don’t want streetlights, nor the 
noise that would come from Cascade Road if its trees are cut down. 

5. Chris Noordyke-3720 Oak Bluff-supports purchase of Wycliffe property for park or 
trailhead for bike path. Concerned about scarcity of available land in Township. 

6. Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct-appreciates minutes with more detail, wanted his 
comments and Special Counsel Bloom’s response included. 

7. Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-re Wycliffe property: concerned about direction 
we’re going. We came for the beauty but too many trees are being cut down. For 
financial responsibility-God is limitless, Cascade has abundance.  Ask God for His 
perspective. 

8. Suzanne Ward-2052 Tall Pines-has a FOIA request dated April 5.  $40,000 in 
Federal COVID relief money went to Dominion, why? What was it used for? 

9. Jan Schichtel-1981 Thornapple River Drive-(email read by Manager Swayze) 
She is opposed to purchase of Wycliffe property-it’s too expensive and isn’t 
something that will benefit the entire township.  Listening to sirens-we need to focus 
on the priority of building a new fire station. 
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a.     Receive and File Minutes 
          1. Township Board – 5/26/21  
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  b.      Receive and File Reports                                                                   
           1. Cascade Inspection Services Report – May 2021 
  c.      Receive and File Education Requests 
                                   1. None 
  d.      Receive and File Communication  
                                   1. Letter from Department of Treasury RE: Assessing AMAR Review 
                          Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel.  Motion carried  
                          unanimously. 
  
Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                     
                          a.     Consider Approval of April 2021 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
                          b.     Consider Approval of April 2021 Financial Reports 

Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Article 8.          Unfinished Business  
                          022-2021    Consider Purchase of 2965 Wycliffe Drive Property 
                          Supervisor Lesperance introduced Matt Douglas of the Parks Committee who  
                          presented his case for the purchase of Wycliffe property. Trustee Shipley would like to 
                        see it be useable, maintainable and accessible to all. Discussion followed. Trustee    
                        Shipley made a motion, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to purchase the property  
                        and put the Thornapple River properties up for sale. Motion denied 4-3 by roll  
                        call vote.  In favor:  Trustee Shipley, Trustee Noordhoek, Supervisor Lesperance.   
                        Opposed:  Trustee Koessel, Trustee McDonald, Treasure Peirce, Clerk Slater. 
                        Supervisor Lesperance then made a motion, seconded by Trustee Shipley to  
                        continue negotiations.  Motion carried 6-1 by roll call vote.  In favor:  Trustee  
                        Shipley, Trustee Koessel, Trustee McDonald, Treasurer Peirce, Supervisor  
                        Lesperance, Trustee Noordhoek. (correction 6/23/21). Opposed:  Clerk Slater. 
 
Article 9.          New Business 

054-2021    Consider a Resolution for Road Closure for Hidden Hills Ct (Roll Call) 
Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Koessel.  Motion  
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
055-2021    Consider a Resolution to Vacate the Street Adjacent to West Line of   
                   Lot 21 of the Arden Hills Plat (Roll Call) 
Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
056-2021    Consider an Outdoor Gathering Permit for Watermark Country Club 
Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Koessel.  Motion  
carried unanimously. 
 

Article 10. Closed Session 
 (Closed Session is Only Needed if Item 022-2021 is Approved) 
                          Pursuant to Open Meeting Act 15.268(e) – To consider the purchase or lease of real     
                          property up to the time an option to purchase or lease that real property is obtained.     
                          Mr Hogan announced a closed session was not needed at this time. 
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Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit 

comments to 3 minutes) 
1. Scot VanSolkema-complained about condition of pathways-they are not well kept 

up.  He would like to see improved maintenance. Why were more paths built on the 
west side of Cascade Road? 

2. Keely Shay-feels the Board doesn’t listen to residents. Why did Trustee McDonald 
send postcards saying election committee with his home address?  Trustee McDonald 
indicated he corrected the error with Kent County Elections. 

 
Article 12. Manager Comments 
                          None further 
 
Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley thanked residents for coming. 
2. Trustee Noordhoek thanked residents for coming. 

 
Article 14.        Adjournment   
                          Motion to adjourn by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater.  Motion carried  
                          unanimously. 
                          Meeting adjourned at 8:58 pm. 
 
 
Sue Slater 
Clerk 

                                                                                             
 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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