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Article 4.

Article 5.

Article 6.

MINUTES OF THE
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, April 28, 2021
HYBRID FORMAT
Wisner Center
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE
AND
Virtual Zoom Meeting
7:00 P.M.

Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order.

Present: Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees
Koessel, McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek.

Absent: None

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast,
DDA/Economic Development Director Korhorn, and those listed on the
supplement.

Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda
Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and seconded by Trustee Shipley to
approve the Agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

Presentations

1. Trustee Noordhoek gave an update on the Fire Station project: It will be
comprised of 3 parts. Bidding for architectural design, bidding for
contractors, and bidding for owner’s rep-so that Cascade Township can
maintain oversight. He stated Requests for Proposals had gone out this
week: Manager Swayze stated they have not yet been sent pending Board
approval.

2. Manager Swayze reviewed the lockdown/mask orders which come from the
State of Michigan, and the updated state guidelines in effect until June 30.

Public Comments

1. Judy Kenny-5600 Alaska Ave. SE-was concerned about the possibility of
the Thornapple River SAD potentially increasing by 10% each year bringing
the cost for residents to $9500 vs $4500 without increases. Granted, it likely
would not increase every year.

2. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct SE-is in favor of Cascade Township
purchasing the “church on the hill” IF they sold 2800 Thornapple River Dr.

3. Carol Tiemeyer-3201 Behler Dr SE-thinks Cascade Township should not
purchase the “church on the hill” because it’s too expensive at $800,000;
there’s a playground nearby at Pine Ridge School and we need to keep the
Fire Station our top priority as was determined by the community survey.

Approval of Consent Agenda
a. Receive and File Minutes
1. Township Board Minutes — 3/24/21 (Corrected)
2. Township Board Minutes — 4/14/21
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Article 8.

3. DDA Meeting Minutes — 3/30/21

4. Personnel & Finance Committee — 3/10/21

5. Public Safety Advisory Committee — 3/17/21
b. Receive and File Reports

1. Downtown Development Authority Annual Report —2021

2. Cascade Historical Society Annual Report - 2021
C. Receive and File Education Requests

1. Stephanie Fast — Human Resources in Organizations — Grand

Valley State University
d. Receive and File Communication

None
Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee McDonald, to approve the consent
agenda with the following clarifications: numbering error for 3/24 caused a
numbering error for 4/14 minutes: in new business-36 becomes 37, 37 becomes
38, 38 becomes 39. Supervisor Lesperance clarified that for the 3/24 minutes the
item regarding bus service was only for 28" Street line. Motion carried
unanimously.

Financial Actions

a. Consider Approval of March 2021 Payroll, Payables and Transfers
b. Consider Approval of March 2021 Financial Reports

Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Treasurer
Peirce. Motion carried unanimously.

Unfinished Business
025-2021 Consider Kent County Designated Assessor Interlocal
Agreement (This Item Must Be Removed from the Table)

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to remove item from
table. Motion carried unanimously. Manager Swayze noted we are required

by the state to have this agreement which he explained in detail. Motion to
approve by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Koessel. Motion carried 6-1.
Opposed-Trustee Shipley.

031-2021 Consider Resolution Approving Brownfield Redevelopment
Authority Amended By-Laws (This Item Must Be Removed
from the Table) (Roll Call)

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee McDonald to remove item from

table. Motion carried unanimously. Trustee Noordhoek commented he was not

satisfied with the amended by-laws yet and made a motion to re-table, seconded
by Trustee Shipley. Motion denied 5-2 by roll call vote. No votes-Trustees

Koessel and McDonald, Treasurer Peirce, Clerk Slater, Supervisor Lesperance.

Yes votes-Trustees Noordhoek and Shipley. Discussion followed involving

Attorney Matt Zimmerman on ZOOM. Motion to approve resolution by Trustee

McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley approving Brownfield Redevelopment

Authority Amended By-laws with the condition Township can amend in the

future and has authority over expenditures. Motion carried 6-1 by roll call vote.

Opposed-Trustee Noordhoek

033-2021 Consider Interurban Transit Partnership (The Rapid)
Transportation Services Contract for Route 5 (33"/36™ Street) Clerk Slater
noted the streets/directions are incorrect on Exhibit A map. Motion to approve
by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley. Motion carried unanimously.
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New Business

040-2021 Review and Consider the Robinson Dental Brownfield

Grant/Loan Application

Motion was made by Trustee Koessel to recuse himself from
discussion, seconded by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried
unanimously. David Stegink-Envirologic Technologies, and
Mike Sharp-Sharp Construction, were present on ZOOM to
provide further detail.

Motion for approval by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee
McDonald. Motion carried unanimously

(6-0 Trustee Koessel recused).

041-2021 Review and Consider the Proposal for Consulting Services —

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority
Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by
Treasurer Peirce. Motion carried unanimously.

042-2021 Consider Award of a bid for Township Legal Services

Mike Homier from Foster Swift was present to answer questions.
Motion for approval effective immediately to award bid to Foster
Swift by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee Koessel. Motion
carried unanimously.

043-2021 Consider Outdoor Gathering Permit for Watermark

Properties
Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee
McDonald. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Comments

1.

2.

3.

Suzanne Ward-2052 Tall Pines Dr-spoke about the article she distributed
regarding facemasks. She introduced Tammy Clark.
Tammy Clark-an environmental health and safety professional spoke
extensively about the illegality of Gov. Whitmer’s executive orders.
Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct SE-was pleased the Board decided to hold
ultimate authority to revise BRA by-laws and approve expenditures. Asked
the Board to watch carefully the expenses incurred by Fishbeck as consultant
to be sure Cascade’s interests are represented. He feels Fishbeck, being
“owner oriented,” may not have Cascade’s interests foremost and we must
diligently pay attention-for example, to upcharges for subcontractors and
other items for which they charge additional 10% each time.
Jeff Dionne-2984 Thornapple River Drive-inquired how BRA works.
Manager Swayze explained it is on a case by case basis application and there
is a state database on EGLE listing known contaminated properties in the
Township.
Mike Luyckx-639 Alta Dale SE-follow-up in support of Tammy Clark’s
comments and to give consideration to other professional opinions.
Mary VanderVeen-7550 Alaska Ridge-spoke about earlier CARES act
funding going for necessary equipment during the pandemic, she heard more
is going to be available and hopes for possible help with internet coverage in
her neighborhood.
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Sue Slater
Clerk

Manager Comments

He gave an update on the PFAS grant-it is near the top of the list. Infrastructure
Committee meets next week to discuss next steps for the project.

He just received a legal opinion on the Thornapple SAD-the roll must be certi-
fied by the Supervisor; that was not done but will be completed soon.

He noted there were additional emails to the Board regarding the “church on the
hill”” property; residents were commenting on social media. As a matter of
policy we read comments into the record if requested. He read emails from
Mary DeRochey, Trish Hielkema, Bryce McMahon-all in favor, and Steven
Underwood-opposed. The rest of the emails were printed and will be included
in the supplements for this meeting.

Board Member Comments

Treasurer Peirce stated we should invite Dr Fauci to come speak.

Trustee McDonald spoke about our process for creating parks in the Township-
we have a process in place.

Supervisor Lesperance thanked Mr Meurlin for his comments and appreciates his
opinion as a retired attorney.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Trustee McDonald to
adjourn. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:13 pm.

Approved by:

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor

Susan B. Slater, Clerk
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