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MINUTES OF THE
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, March 24, 2021
Virtual Zoom Meeting
7:00 P.M.

Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order.

Present: Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees
Koessel, McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek.

Absent: None

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast and
DDA/Economic Development Director Korhorn.

Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Clerk Slater to approve
the Agenda with a change to the Consent Agenda that item e. be moved to New
Business as 035-2021. Motion carried unanimously.

Presentations
Report of visit to Portage Fire Station by Trustee Noordhoek.

Public Comments

Approval of Consent Agenda

a. Receive and File Minutes
1. Township Board Minutes — 3/10/2021
2. Public Safety Advisory Committee Minutes-2/8/21
3. Personnel Finance Committee Minutes-2/10/21

b. Receive and File Reports

1. Treasurer’s Report-November 2020
C. Receive and File Education Requests

1. None
d. Receive and File Communication

1. None

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Trustee Koessel to
approve the Consent Agenda as presented (with change noted above). Motion
carried unanimously.

Financial Actions
a. None

Unfinished Business
New Business
031-2021  Consider a Resolution Approving the Brownfield

Redevelopment Authority (BRA) By-Laws (Roll Call)
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Motion was made to table by Trustee Noordhoek, seconded by

Trustee McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call
vote.

032-2021 Consider a Resolution Adopting the 2021 Poverty Exemption
Policy & Guidelines (Roll Call)
Motion was made for approval by Trustee McDonald and
seconded by Trustee Shipley. Motion carried unanimously by
roll call vote.

032-2021 Consider Interurban Transit Partnership (The Rapid)

033 Transportation Services Contract
Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by
Treasurer Peirce with the provision DDA is asked to fund at
100%. Motion carried with a vote of 4-3. In favor: Treasurer
Peirce, Clerk Slater, Trustee Koessel, Trustee McDonald.
Opposed: Trustee Noordhoek, Trustee Shipley, Supervisor
Lesperance.

033-2021 Consider a Resolution Establishing the Ad Hoc Laraway Lake
034 Special Assessment District No. 1 Committee, Specifying its
Duties and Covering Other Matters (Roll Call)

-034-2021 Consider a Resolution Establishing the Ad Hoc Thornapple

035 River Special Assessment District No. 1 Committee,
Specifying its Duties and Covering Other Matters (Roll Call)
Motion to table both items (33/34) by Supervisor Lesperance,
seconded by Trustee Noordhoek due to a procedural error in the
SAD process which renders it defective. The pre-condition was
not pre-certified per state statute. Motion carried unanimously by

roll call vote.
—035-2021 Deputy Positions Re-alignment
036 Motion for approval by Tom McDonald, seconded by Jim

Koessel. Motion carried by roll call vote 6-1. In favor: Trustees
McDonald, Koessel, Shipley and Noordhoek, Treasurer Peirce,
Supervisor Lesperance. Opposed: Clerk Slater.

Public Comments

Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-addressed-the board-about-her-concernregarding
requested-information-on-the CARESact funds-Thanked Supervisor Lesperance
for stepping in to Cascade government and her inspiration for residents to
become informed and pay attention. Stated due to her neighborhood’s earlier
dismissal by the Board for internet service from the federal CARES funding led
them to submit a FOIA request on 1/7/21 for receipts for dispersal of $217,000 in
federal CARES funds and that it had not been answered.

Kristin Carlson-7200 Red Bud Lane-(written comments) is not in favor of bus
service funded by the DDA.
Craig Meurlin - 6333 Thornhills Ct. SE. — The bus is a good thing for those who
need to get to Cascade for their employment. He also now understands why the
Board would not agree to fund internet for private residents; also he checked a
resource which indicates Cascade does have 100% coverage. ADDITIONAL
COMMENTS: Mr Meurlin was disappointed the Board turned down the Alaska
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Sue Slater
Clerk

Ridge residents. He doesn’t think the performance dashboard of the township is
accurate.

Manager Comments

Board Member Comments

Trustee Shipley offered the following comments:
Thanked the residents for attending the meeting.
Reminder that offices in the Township are hired by the board; the
board is hired by the residents.

Trustee McDonald-thinks the board is doing a good job and certainly looking out
for residents’ and business’ interests.

Supervisor Lesperance thanked residents for their oversight of the board.

Trustee McDonald thanked Mr Meurlin for mentioning the importance of bus
service for those less fortunate.

Trustee Koessel-acknowledged Treasurer Peirce and Jim Horman (architect) for
detailed explanation of costs related to the fire station plans.

Supervisor Lesperance-thanked Trustee Noordhoek for suggestion to visit the
Portage Fire Station.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Trustee Noordhoek and seconded by Trustee McDonald to
adjourn. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

Approved by:

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor

Susan B. Slater, Clerk
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