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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel, 

McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek  

Absent: None 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, Deputy 

Clerk Brott, DDA/Economic Development Director Korhorn, John Conkling of 

Tris4Health/Michigan Endurance Holdings, LLC, Mark Bushhouse of Williams 

Architects, and John VerPlank of Prein & Newhof 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

                          None 
 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes)   

1. Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct-Wonders how many firms Cascade is contracting 

with (re: Fire Station Number 1 project)? 

2. Ken VanDerKolk-7200 Leyton-He noted that most people who spoke during public 

comments at the last Board meeting were for buying the Wycliffe property to 

develop into a park, but 4 people were against it.  He wondered how those 4 people 

carried more weight than the residents?  He wondered about plans for a park on 

Thornapple River Drive. 

3. Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-Distributed a packet re: Cares Act (added to the 

Supplements of this meeting).  She thinks the Board and staff violated the rules and 

wants more resident oversight to correct the matter. 

4. Scot VanSolkema, via Zoom-2570 Orange Ct-He is disappointed about the Wycliffe 

property not being purchased.  He raised a concern about a noise violation re: the 

Ordinance not to empty dumpster before 7 AM.  He has been awakened at 4:30-5 

AM many days.  Why is this not enforced? 
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Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a.     Receive and File Minutes 

          1. Township Board – 6/23/2021   

  b.      Receive and File Reports                                                                   

           1. Building Department Report – June 2021 

  c.      Receive and File Education Requests 

1. None 

  d.      Receive and File Communication  

                                   1. None 

Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee Shipley, to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                     
                          None 
 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                          None 
 

Article 9.          New Business 

 

063-2021    Consider Request to Hold Grand Rapids Triathlon on June 11/12, 2022 

DDA/Economic Development Director Korhorn and John Conkling, co-owner of 

Tris4Health/Michigan Endurance Holdings, LLC, gave a brief presentation about 2021’s 

triathlon and its success. 

Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley.  Motion  

carried unanimously. 

 

064-2021    Consider Township Event – Cascade Heritage Day – on September 25, 

2021 

Manager Swayze gave a brief presentation about the proposed event. 

Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

065-2021    Consider Project Award – Professional Architectural/Engineering 

Services for Fire Station #1 

Mark Bushhouse, President/Principal-in-Charge of Williams Architects and John 

VerPlank of Prein & Newhof made a brief presentation. 

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek.  Motion  

carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

066-2021    Consider Proposed Resolution to Modify Strategic Planning Process 

(Information Added: 7-13-21) (Roll Call) 

Considerable Board discussion. 

Motion for approval by Supervisor Lesperance, seconded by Trustee Shipley to form a 

Strategic Advisory Committee made up of a Board member (Supervisor will be 

chairperson), 1 member of the Downtown Development Authority, 2 members of the 

Planning Commission, and 1 member of the Parks Committee.   
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Trustee Koessel amended motion to add one more Board member and to make its role 

strictly advisory; will report to Board regularly, and the Board retains full authority and 

responsibility.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Article 10. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit 

comments to 3 minutes) 

1. Craig Meurlin-There will be buy-in from citizens if they see themselves represented.

The Board should get resident input for the Strategic Planning Process and not just

re-prioritize the old plan.

Article 11. Manager Comments 

1. The Kent County Road Commission has completed projects on Cascade Rd. and

Burton St.  Upcoming projects include Beard Dr. and Centennial Office Park.

2. Received a little over $2M in Recovery Act funds.  We’ll receive half the funds now,

and the other half in a year.  These funds can be allocated no later than 2024, and

spent by 2026.  Much of the expenditures of these funds will be decided after the

Strategic Plan is completed, and plans for broadband are researched.

3. Since the mandate has been lifted regarding public meetings, the Governance

Committee recommends that meetings be broadcast live and archived properly, but

that public comment be in-person.  A policy memo will be brought for consideration

to the next Board meeting, which will be conducted over Zoom and in-person.

Article 12. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Noordhoek-Found there is no place to put retired flags.  Discussion followed

about the box that was in the library entrance.

2. Treasurer McDonald-Suggested that education for the Board is needed.

3. Trustee Shipley-Re the Alaska Ridge residents and broadband internet needs, we

ought to have a way for them to gain access.

4. Supervisor Lesperance-The Strategic Plan is a great opportunity to get together.  Re

current Court of Appeals case, subcommittees have to be careful to follow all rules

relating to the OMA, as they could be personally liable for violations.

Article 13. Adjournment   

        Motion to adjourn by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee McDonald.  Motion carried 

        unanimously. 

        Meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm.    

Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk 

Approved by: 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

_________________________________ 

Susan B. Slater, Clerk 


































