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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
HYBRID FORMAT 

Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

AND 
Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees 
Koessel, McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek.  
Absent: None 
Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, 
Boy Scout Andy Dzik for Eagle Scout qualification, and those listed on the 
supplement. 

 
Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and seconded by Trustee Shipley to 
approve the Agenda. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 4. Presentations 

No presentations; a reminder from Supervisor Lesperance the PFAS 
informational meeting will be held Monday, April 19, 2021 at 6 pm via ZOOM.  

 
Article 5. Public Comments 
                          None 

 
Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Receive and File Minutes 
    1. Township Board Minutes – 3/24/2021. Clerk Slater made a    
                                                         correction to the numbering of the items in the minutes as  
                                                         follows:  the second item #32 becomes 33, 33 becomes 34,  
                                                         34 becomes 35, 35 becomes 36.  The original and correction               
                                                         will be noted on the original document.   Additional 
                                                         corrections were made in Article 11. Public Comments.   
                                                         THESE MINUTES WERE NOT APPROVED AS PART   
                                                         OF THE CONSENT AGENDA DUE TO FURTHER   
                                                         CORRECTIONS NEEDED.  
                          b. Receive and File Reports 
    1. Cascade Inspection Services Report-March 2021 
                                                     2. East Precinct Reports-4th Quarter 2020 
                                                     3. East Precinct Reports-Year End 2020   
                         c. Receive and File Education Requests 

1. Jim Walker & Colin Rodriguez--Live Fire Spring Training    
    Camp-April 18-20, 2021; Fairland, IN 
2. Dennis Rowlader & Bill Benoit--COCM Conference-May 10- 
    12, 2021; Bay City, MI                                        

                          d.          Receive and File Communication 
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                                                    1.  Kent County Road Commission-2021 Budget & Five Year 
                                                         Improvement Plan 
                          Motion was made by Trustee Noordhoek and seconded by Trustee Shipley to 
                          approve the Consent Agenda as presented with the exception of item a. 1. above  
                          (Township Board Minutes 3/24/2021). Motion carried unanimously. 
         
Article 7. Financial Actions  

a. Consider Approval of February 2021 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
b. Consider Approval of February 2021 Financial Reports 
Motion was made by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel to approve 
Financial Actions.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business 
                          None 
 
Article 9. New Business 
 
                               036-2021        Consider a Contract with Hamilton Helicopters Inc. for Gypsy              
                          037                 Moth Suppression Services 

                       Motion was made for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by 
                       Trustee McDonald.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
                          037-2021       Consider Appointments to the Parks Committee 
                          038                      Motion was made for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded 
by 
                                                Trustee Koessel.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
                          038-2021       Consider Appointments to the Citizen PFAS Advisory     
                          039                     Committee 
                                                Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by 
                                                Trustee McDonald.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Article 11. Public Comments 

1.  Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct. Commented on police response time 
being 15 minutes vs. fire response time 4 minutes.  Manager Swayze 
explained that is an average: a burglar is obviously going to get a faster 
response than a broken-into garage for a rake. 

2. Paul Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-inquired about status of Thornapple River  
SAD; Supervisor Lesperance stated she would address it in her comments. 

3. Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-requested a Q & A for residents with cited 
sources for answers.  Inquired who made the decision for masks/lockdowns 
in Cascade Twp. 

4. LuAnne Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-inquired about expected additional 
CARES funding for Cascade.  Manager Swayze indicated $1.9  million is 
expected (half in June, remainder in 1 year); we have until 2024 to spend it 
and it can be used for water, sewer, broadband plus additional unknown 
categories. 

                            
Article 12. Manager Comments  
                          Nothing further 

  
Article 13. Board Member Comments 

Treasurer Peirce stated it was great to see everyone again. 
Trustee Koessel:  Good to be here in the Wisner after a year. 
Trustee Shipley thanked the residents for attending the meeting.  



Township Board Minutes 
April 14, 2021 

Page - 3 

Trustee Noordhoek said it was great to see everyone. 
Supervisor Lesperance commented that she has referred the Thornapple and 
Laraway Lake SAD matter back to Attorney Cliff Bloom with a request to 
forward corrections to the Board as soon as possible.  Also mentioned the Parks 
Committee is still discussing the viability of purchasing the Wycliffe property. 

 
Article 14.        Adjournment 

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to 
adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

 
 
 
 
Sue Slater 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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