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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.           

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel, 

McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek  

Absent: None 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, Deputy 

Clerk Brott, DDA/Economic Development Director Korhorn, Attorney Doug Van Essen, 

and Mr. Doug Vredeveld from Vredeveld Haefner LLC 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion for approval by Trustee Peirce, seconded by Trustee Shipley. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

                          Trustee Noordhoek – Conveyed that the Planning Commission would like to be 

actively involved from the beginning in the strategic plan starting this summer 

with McKenna.  Planning Commission wants to make certain residents are 

“number one” in the process.  Supervisor Lesperance agreed and stated that 

something would be put together for the next agenda for the Board’s review and 

approval. 
 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes)  

 Supervisor Lesperance opened the public comment portion of the meeting by setting a 

comment structure for both Trustees and residents.  All speakers during public comment 

will be recognized by the Chair, there will be no back-and-forth discussions during this 

time with audience members, and any questions not answered will be recorded by 

Manager Swayze for input at a later date.  All comments will be limited to 3 minutes.  

1. Brad Anderson-4950 Streamside Pointe-Supportive of the Township purchasing the 

Wycliffe property as a pocket park and/or a trailhead. 

2. Don Faass-7374 Grachen Dr -Requested the number of surveys that were 

completed?  Manager Swayze advised that 296 surveys were received as of June 17, 

2021.  He wondered if the survey was intended to be kept quiet so that favorable 

survey results could influence the Board to agree to purchase the Wycliffe property.  

He also wonders if the responses represent the majority of the 8,000 households.  
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There is no way to accurately predict what recreational facilities will be needed in 

the future, and we have no idea the cost of developing the property.  He believes the 

hillside is steep and unsafe, as well as safety concerns to get to the property. 

3. Steven Underwood-6858 Maplecrest Dr-He stated this is a bad idea to purchase the 

Wycliffe property.  He is not against parks, but he is against this property at this 

price.  Purchasing the property would be 10 percent of the annual budget, not 

counting site development planning, expenses, and other expenditures that go with it.  

The purchase of this property does not meet the criteria that the planning report 

advised it should in order for the Township to acquire for the use of parks and 

recreation.  With the land acquired where Tuffy sits, there is enough property for 

parks in that geographical area.  He wanted to know if there was another location for 

a park? 

4. Ken VanDerKolk-7200 Leyton-He would appreciate having a park located at the 

Wycliffe property.  Also asked whether he is allowed to utilize the property that the 

Township purchased on Thornapple River Drive to go kayaking and fishing.  

Manager Swayze responded that it is public property. 

5. Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct-He would like an update on the fire station lease.  

Manager Swayze indicated he would provide an update on that during Manager 

Comments. 

6. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-He is in support of purchasing the property at 

Wycliffe for use as a park.  The Township does have plenty of money, according to 

the finance reports. Also thinks the landscaping on the islands in the middle of 

Centennial Office Park are good but the roads are horrible. Thinks Township should 

purchase the Wycliffe property and sell the two parcels on Thornapple, and use some 

of the revenue to buy the property, or for maintenance.  He asked how it became 

Tassell Park and wondered if Leslie Tassell donated it.  Manager Swayze responded 

that yes, it was donated by Leslie Tassell. 

7. Matt Douglas-7131 Oran Dr-He supports purchase of the Wycliffe property for a 

park, but the hills are very steep, and that is a concern.  Property is bio-diverse with 

30 species of butterfly, 35 species of birds, and 24 species of mammals.  The 

Township could purchase the Wycliffe property now, and if it’s a failure in 20 years, 

sell it.  He believes it is a good business deal; wants the board to think about 

children/grandchildren using it.  If this property is developed, it will make the area 

noisier, much like what happened when the trees were cut down in the Cascade 

Cemetery. 

8. Amy Kaechele-7040 Thorncrest Dr-Her property is directly across from the Wycliffe 

property.  She would like the Board to reference Cascade’s own logo, thinks it is of 

historical value.  History can be lost unless it is preserved.  Cascade village should 

be maintained. 

9. Jared Behrens-2939 Burrwick-He is relatively new, and one of his hobbies is 

running.  He had no idea about the amazing non-motorized trail system.  Though he 

cannot comment on the budget or the financial viability, he has noticed that there 

isn’t a very spectacular trailhead.  The Wycliffe property, if turned into a park, could 

be a good location for a trailhead, and could connect to other parks and is an access 

point throughout the entire community. 

10. Jeff Dionne-2984 Thornapple River Dr-He is pro park and loves parks.  The parks 

need maintenance and interconnection to other parks.  Safety is the main concern;  

crossing the street is dangerous.  There should be a central plan centered around the 

flow of traffic and pedestrian flow.  Thornapple River Drive used to be quiet.  He 
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and his kids would love a community pool; commented on baseball fields at Cascade 

Park that have not been maintained.  He brought a proposal to Manager Swayze and 

Development Director Korhorn a few years ago to purchase his property and two 

others along Thornapple River, and he didn’t think it was handled properly.  

Interesting that the Township is looking to purchase property for a park when an 

expansion could have been purchased.  He hopes these kinds of things are brought to 

the community in the future. 

11. Renee Hamstra-2777 Cascade Springs Dr-She is very much in favor of leaving the 

Wycliffe property as it is.  She is confused about the development of a park.  She 

agrees with the person who talked about the different species of butterflies and asked 

if it wasn’t more important than a couple of houses?  There are no sidewalks where 

she lives, and many kids learned how to ride their bike at Church on the Hill.  She 

agrees with the first person who spoke that when you drive by there it is “home.” 

12. Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-re the internet: She doesn’t believe that anyone was 

listening.  She thanked Supervisor Lesperance and Trustees Noordhoek and Shipley 

for showing them that they are welcome and listening.  She believes that for the 

children and grandchildren, Township should preserve green space.  She was 

surprised to find out that Peace Park allows hunting.  Thinks there is an agenda 

against our children. 

13. Mary DeRochey-7470 30th St-Her son’s biggest joy is to go to the park.  Purchasing 

the Wycliffe property would be a great opportunity for children; the Township’s 

motto of “one community” is something we should try to preserve for the future. 

14. Molly Miller-1490 Briarcliff-She thinks that the community could have a fundraiser 

to decide what to do with the Wycliffe property; doesn’t think the Board should 

make the whole decision, rather, the whole community. 

15. Suzanne Ward-2052 Tall Pines-She seconds what Molly Miller said.  She was here 

at another meeting to find out about the $40,000 spent on hand sanitizer in the 

Township; sent a FOIA request recently and wondered if there was an answer to that.  

Manager Swayze advised that he was not aware of $40,000 spent on hand sanitizer.  

He stated he would follow up on this question. 

16. Bryce McMahon-7470 30th St-He supports purchasing the Wycliffe property and 

turning it into a park; likes the fundraising idea.  It would be great to be able to take 

his son to a park nearby. 

17. Windy Korstange, via Zoom, agrees with all of the comments in favor of purchasing 

the Wycliffe property for use as a park.  Pedestrian bridge will cost $1-2 M.  The 

park is a fraction of the cost. 

18. Manager Swayze read into the record emails received from residents re the Wycliffe 

property. 

a. The following residents are in favor of purchasing the property: 

i. Michelle Kleyla-2503 Riveredge Dr 

ii. Al Meyer-7478 Leyton Dr 

iii. Barbara Boshoven-6125 Chamonix Ct 

iv. Trish Hielkema-3130 Howlett Dr 

v. Vicky Monterusso-6647 Tanglewood Dr 

vi. Jane Westbrook-7108 Thorncrest 

vii. Sandy Salter-7420 30th St 

viii. Al Salter-7420 30th St 

ix. Roberta Blake and Ronald Landis-7350 Leyton Dr 

x. David Simpson-2763 Hickorywood Lane 



  

Township Board Minutes 

June 23, 2021 

 - 4 - 

 

xi. Michael J. Cronk-6830 Burton St 

xii. David UitdeFlesch-8959 36th St 

xiii. Carolyn Booker and Greg Weiland-7979 Whitburn 

xiv. Ryan Bruneau-7109 Hidden Ridge Dr 

xv. Stephanie Brewer-7001 Cascade 

xvi. Tim Groenhof-8183 Bolt Dr 

xvii. Ann Kassouni-7409 Kenrob Dr 

xviii. Ann Marie Cunningham-6810 Burton 

b. The following residents are not in favor of purchasing the property: 

i. Carrie Borchers-8751 Cascade Rd 

ii. Bill and Shelli Otten-7333 30th St 

iii. Joe Engel-1833 Timber Trail Dr 

  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a.     Receive and File Minutes 

          1. Township Board – 6/9/2021 

          2. Downtown Development Authority – 5/18/21   

  b.      Receive and File Reports                                                                   

           1. Treasurer Department Report – February 2021 

  c.      Receive and File Education Requests 

1. Ben Swayze – MME Annual Summer Workshop – Rochester Hills, MI   

July 21-23 

  d.      Receive and File Communication  

                                   1. None 

Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee Shipley, to approve the Consent Agenda 

with correction to the minutes of 6/9/21-p. 3, Art. 8; Second Motion, Roll Call vote 6-1:  

Trustee Noordhoek was omitted from the list of those in favor.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

  

Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                     
                          a.     Consider Approval of May 2021 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
                          b.     Consider Approval of May 2021 Financial Reports 

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                          None 
 

Article 9.          New Business 

 

057-2021    Consider Acceptance of the FY2020 Audit and Comprehensive Annual   

Financial Report (Roll Call) 

Mr. Doug Vredeveld of Vredeveld Haefner LLC, gave a brief analysis of the audit. 

Motion for approval by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee Koessel.  Motion  

carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

058-2021    Consider a Resolution to Defer Without Penalty Summer Tax Payment       

to Qualifying Taxpayers (Roll Call) 

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel.  Motion carried 
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unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

059-2021    Consider an Outdoor Gathering Permit for Metro Cruise Warm-Up  

Motion for approval by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee McDonald.  Motion  

carried unanimously. 

 

060-2021    Consider Whole House Filters for Properties Effected by PFAS 

Contamination (Roll Call) 

Motion for approval by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee Shipley, subject to 

$224,000 limit and 3 options in writing.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

061-2021    Discussion Regarding Burton Street Pedestrian Bridge Project (Roll 

Call) 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Peirce, to drop project.  Motion 

carried by 5-2 roll call vote.  In favor-Trustees Shipley, Noordhoek, and Koessel, 

Treasurer Peirce and Supervisor Lesperance.  Opposed-Trustee McDonald and Clerk 

Slater. 

 

062-2021    Consider Purchase of 2965 Wycliff – Pages added 6/18/2021 

Considerable Board discussion.   

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek.  Motion failed 

3-4 by roll call vote.  In favor-Supervisor Lesperance, and Trustees Noordhoek and 

Shipley.  Opposed-Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, and Trustees Koessel and McDonald. 

 

Article 10. Closed Session 

Pursuant to Open Meeting Act 15.268(8)(h) – To consider material exempt from 

discussion or disclosure by state or federal statute.  (Roll Call) 

Motion to enter closed session by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley.  Motion 

carried unanimously by roll call vote.  Board entered closed session 9:27 pm.  Motion by 

Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel, to reconvene open session.  Motion 

carried unanimously.  Board resumed public meeting 10:04 pm. 

 

Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit 

comments to 3 minutes) 

1. Craig Meurlin, via Zoom-He suggests further testing to be sure that all areas affected 

by PFAS are included.  He would like a report on the Township Hall cost overruns 

since project completed. 

2. Scot VanSolkema, via Zoom-He hopes the Zoom option will remain open.  He 

thanked the Township for clearing the tree in the river.  Also, why not ask Kentwood 

to help pay for the bridge?  Commented that land is more expensive now, re Wycliffe 

property. 

 

Article 12. Manager Comments 

1. Received 11-12 proposals for Station 1 RFP, goes to Infrastructure Committee 

tomorrow. 

2. Re Rental of Air Cargo facility-negotiated material terms. 

3. Working on final design on outbuilding Station 2. 
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4. Encouraged all to attend the 4th of July Fireworks on July 3.  When we had to decide 

in Feb/March, we didn’t know the restrictions would be lifted.  Planning a new 

celebration in September. 

5. Last official hybrid meeting. 

 

Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley commented that we need to spend money to repair the pathways, and 

that the Township did a good job controlling the gypsy moth. 

2. Treasurer Peirce encouraged Chief to get a lease ASAP at airport. 

3. Trustee Koessel commented that we need to fix parks/fields and pathways. 

4. Supervisor Lesperance stated that Building and Grounds is stretched thin. 

5. Trustee McDonald commented that it is useful for residents to let Township know 

when there is a problem on the pathways.  Also, he appreciates the Supervisor having 

more structure in meetings. 

 

Article 14.        Adjournment   

                          Motion to adjourn by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee Shipley.  Motion carried  

                          unanimously. 

                          Meeting adjourned at 10:22 pm. 

 

 

Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk 

 

                                                                               
 

 

Approved by: 

 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 

     _________________________________ 

     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
 

 


