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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:    Cascade Charter Township Planning Commission 
From:    Brian Hilbrands, Planning Director 
Subject:   GVMC Airport Access Study 
Meeting Date:   May 1, 2023 
 
Included in your packet is a final report from the GVMC Airport Access Study. I wanted to 
provide the Planning Commission with a chance to review this document. As you may recall, the 
study team held an open house at the Wisner Center on February 16 to allow residents to 
review and ask questions on the proposed plan. In reviewing the final report, I did find a couple 
of references to the Township’s stance of limiting the amount of growth on the east side of the 
airport. I believe that the final report will also be shared with the Township Board at their first 
meeting in May. 
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GVMC AIRPORT ACCESS STUDY

March 2023

This intersection is a significantly high 
crash activity spot with an incomplete 
pedestrian network. The project 
reconfigures roadway access to open 
possibility for airport-related commercial 
development, provides additional 
turn lanes at Patterson and 44th to 
accommodate existing and future traffic 
demand, and adds additional access 
and exit road onto Patterson Avenue.

Funding Options: Funding will likely 
be assembled via the programmed 
funding available to the Airport and 
the Kent County Road Commission
Next Steps: Preliminary Design and 
Traffic Studies

Patterson Avenue/ 44th Street Safety Enhancements

Airport Roadway Access
Project Sponsor: GRR, KCRC, City of 
Kentwood
Estimated Construction Cost: 
Approximately $2M - $4M
Implementation Timeline: Next 5 Years

Near-Term

Proposed Patterson Avenue/44th Street Safety 
Enhancements and Surrounding Development 
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Currently, these intersections have the highest crash activity within 
the study area. This project builds eastbound to southbound right 
turn lane marking extension to reduce sideswipe accidents, and 
adds signing and marking to southbound M-37 from north of 60th 
Street to M-6. There is also planned roadway widening along M-37 
by MDOT.
 
Funding Options: Michigan DOT will use a combination of 
state and federal transportation funding sources.
Next Steps: Preliminary Design and Traffic Studies

M-37/Patterson Avenue/60th Street Safety Enhancements

Airport Roadway Access
Project Sponsor: MDOT
Estimated Construction Cost: Less than $1M (as part of 
MDOT widening project)
Implementation Timeline: Next 5 Years

Near-Term

Proposed M-37/Patterson Avenue/60th 
Street Safety Enhancements



17

GVMC AIRPORT ACCESS STUDY
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Two scenarios are proposed for the Downtown Express 
Bus/Shuttle:

In Scenario 1, the direct shuttle departs every 30 minutes 
and stops at Downtown Grand Rapids and GRR Airport. 
In Scenario 2, the added shuttle serves as part of The 
Rapid bus system. It stops at Downtown Grand Rapids, 
Woodland, and GRR Airport.

Funding Options: The Rapid could fund through 
their ongoing budget, which relies on a mix of 
local (millage), state and federal funding. Based 
on examples from other regions, additional 
resources may be available through public or private 
partnerships, such as with the Airport, Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau, or other business / tourism 
interests. 
Next Steps: Operations Planning and Funding 
Coordination

Downtown Express Bus/Shuttle

Multi-modal Enhancements
Project Sponsor: The Rapid
Estimated Construction Cost: $800K to $1.8M 
depending on chosen concept 
Implementation Timeline: Next 5 Years

Near-Term

Sources: Esri, Airbus DS, USGS, NGA, NASA, CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS, NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEMA, Intermap and the GIS user
community

0 1.5 30.75 Miles

Downtown 
Grand Rapids

GRR Airport

Kentwood 
Station - 

Woodland

Scenario 1Scenario 2

Proposed Service

Existing Service

Downtown to GRR Route

GRR to Downtown Route

The Rapid Route 27 - 
Airport Industrial

Rapid Connect Zone

Scenario 2

Scenario 1

Downtown to GRR Route

GRR to Downtown Route

3 Miles

Proposed Downtown Express Route Scenarios

21 minutes 29 minutes
14 miles 15 miles

30 minutes 30 minutes
GRR, Downtown GRR, Woodland, Downtown

$10 - $15 $1.75

Travel Time
Travel Distance

Frequency
Stops
Fare

Scenario 1
Added Direct Downtown /GRR Airport Shuttle

Scenario 2
Downtown & Woodland Mall & GRR Airport Shuttle
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Recommended non-motorized connections are:

Funding Options: Individual projects are likely 
to be advanced by local jurisdictions (cities and 
townships), potentially supported by state or federal 
grants.
Next Steps: Preliminary Design and Funding 
Coordination

Pedestrian/Bike Connectivity Enhancements

Multi-modal Enhancements
Project Sponsor: GRR, KCRC, City of Kentwood, 
Cascade Charter Twp
Estimated Construction Cost: Low 
Implementation Timeline: Next 5 Years/5-10 Years

Near-Term Long-Term

Sidewalks/Sidepaths along 44th St/Oostema Blvd from 
- Patterson Ave to West Michigan Aviation Academy 
(Part of 2019 Airport Master Plan) 

New nonmotorized facilities are also contained 
in regional planning for corridors including along 
Patterson Ave, Broadmoor Ave (M-37), in the 52nd St 
and Kraft Ave corner of the Four Corners, and in the 
Davenport University area

Proposed trail extensions along 60th Street, 
Thornapple River Drive, and 48th Street (Part of 2022 
Cascade Township Strategic Plan) 

▶ 

▶

▶

Existing and Proposed Non-motorized Facilities

Proposed Crosswalks

Proposed Bike Lanes

Proposed Sidewalks,
 

Sidepaths and Trails
Proposed Shared Use Paths

Existing Crosswalks

Existing Shared Use Paths

Existing Sidewalks,  
Sidepaths and Trails
Study Area

3 Miles
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6. FUTURE OPTIONS

M-6 Interchange near 
48th Street and 60th 
Street

Potential Future Options are project opportunities that help address current and future transportation needs, but that are unlikely to be implemented 
in the near term. These could be considered in the future by the jurisdictions and infrastructure owners.

Airport Roadway Access
Project Sponsor: MDOT
Added M-6 interchange could help 
complete roadway network surrounding 
the Airport and improve traffic flow to and 
from the freight uses on the east side. But 
recent Cascade Township planning targets 
less economic growth in this area.
Next Steps: Design and Demand Studies

Expanded Transit 
Service (Cascade/
Caledonia)
Multi-modal Enhancements
Project Sponsor: Caledonia Twp, 
Cascade Charter Twp, The Rapid
This option would add fixed-route or 
on-demand transit services in Cascade/
Caledonia and better connects to growing 
job cluster near Airport. However, currently 
Cascade/Caledonia is not part of The 
Rapid’s service area.
Next Steps: Community Engagement and 
Operations Planning

Expanded Curb 
Management
Multi-modal Enhancements
Project Sponsor: GRR
This option proposes terminal curb 
extension to accommodate and separate 
departure and arrival traffic. It is likely 
to be undertaken with future Airport 
expansion.
Next Steps: Design and Demand Studies

Future Options
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7. NEXT STEPS
The development of this Airport Access Study is the initial step toward achieving a set of projects and services that will enhance the resilience 
and reliability of connections to the Grand Rapids International Airport. In the future the infrastructure owners (including the Airport, MDOT, Kent 
County, The Rapid, and the local cities/townships) will need to conduct more detailed design studies, environmental reviews, and potentially funding 
applications prior to construction occurring. The table below indicates a potential timeframe for implementation.

Other than the development of local infrastructure that supports pedestrian and bicycle enhancements, the projects recommended by this study are 
likely to require state and federal funding contributions in order to advance. In its role as the programming entity for regional transportation funds, 
GVMC can play a unique role in considering and potentially prioritizing these enhancements to regional airport access.

Project Project 
Lead

Project 
Partner(s)

Short-Term 
(1-2 Years)

Mid-Term 
(3-5 Years)

Long-Term 
(5-10 Years)

Thornapple River Drive Secondary 
Freight Access

GRR Cascade Charter Twp
Finalize design and 
implement access

Finalize design, 
determine funding Construction

Finalize design, 
determine funding Construction

Study scenarios, include 
within regional master plan

Determine funding and 
launch service

Conduct design studies 
and secure funding

Initial construction of 
priority segments

Complete construction of 
primary connections

Conduct additional design 
studies, integrate with 

Airport planning
Conduct environmental 
reviews, secure funding

Finalize design, 
initiate construction

Patterson Avenue /44th Street Safety 
Enhancements

M-37/Patterson Avenue/60th Street 
Intersection Enhancements

Downtown Express Bus/Shuttle

Pedestrian/Bike Connectivity 
Enhancements

I-96/36th Street Access 
Direct Access

Kent County, 
Kentwood, Cascade 

Charter Twp

Kentwood, Cascade 
Charter Twp

GRR

Multiple

MDOT, Kent County, 
Cascade Charter Twp

Potential Timeframe for Implementation

GRR

MDOT

The Rapid

Multiple

GRR
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