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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 
HYBRID FORMAT 

Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

AND 
Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees 
Koessel, McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek.  
Absent: None 
Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, 
Special Counsel Cliff Bloom, and those listed on the supplement. 

 
Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and seconded by Trustee McDonald to 
approve the Agenda. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 4. Presentations 

1. Supervisor Lesperance asked Manager Swayze to give details on the $5M 
awarded to City of Grand Rapids for PFAS remediation in Cascade 
Township.  Manager Swayze briefly explained that Cascade has 3 years to 
complete the project; he’s set up meetings with City for grant administration. 
 

Article 5. Public Comments     
1. Pat Drueke-55 Campau, GR/49503-Attorney at Rhoades, McKee 

representing people in the Thornapple River SAD. Urged Board to move 
forward with the process to the benefit of entire Township. 

2. William Lewis-7310 Kilmer SE-Encouraged Board to move forward with the 
process-the river needs our help.   

3. Gabe Wing-7429 Cascade Woods Dr-requests Board to fund a feasibility 
study for internet; feels a community-owned system is as essential as gas or 
water.  Not all ISP have required capacity, not all residents have access. 

4. Mark & Kathy Oberlin-6575 Burger-lived on river over 20 years; own 2 
properties and are happy to pay twice; expressed support for SAD. 

5. Shirley Hoogstra-7288 Cascade-lived here since 2012, strong support for 
SAD. 

6. Amy Dowling-3528 Goodwood-doesn’t understand why we’re even talking 
about this-thought it was approved to proceed.  Wondered how we track 
resident comments. 

7. Scott Rissi-7238 Cascade Rd-has SAD fact sheet. Hope we can move 
forward as we believe we have done everything correctly in close discussions 
with Township staff. CTRA never intended it to be $300 every year-it may 
not be that much some years. 
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8. Dave Wolters-4707 Little Harbor-some of the folks with boats/lifts on the 
river do not own frontage; wants to ensure assessments are fair. 

9. Jeff Carpenter-5016 Sequoia-mentioned email from Morgan & Jackie Cole-
6717 Burger, in support of SAD. Supports Attorney Drueke’s statements; 

      encouraged Board to have all discussion (other than what is confidential in  
      closed session) in the public meeting. 
10. Jim Messner-7370 Whispering Ridge (ZOOM)-lived on river 6 years, 

supports the SAD. 
11. John Meyer-3444 Goodwood-(ZOOM) in favor of SAD, has seen river 

erosion etc. majority on river did vote for it. 
12. Ned Quinn-7382 Whispering Ridge-(ZOOM) the SAD is not just about 

boater safety, we must preserve the river and maintain the asset we have; 
supports. 

13. Kim Branoff-5711 Alaska-(ZOOM) river now not navigable, hard to get boat 
out.  Strongly approves SAD; it is also a safety issue. 

14. Craig & Janet Klamer-6891 Burger-(Chat)-glad safe water will be coming 
soon to our neighborhood, thanks the Board for working on our behalf. 

15. Enoch Sutherlund-4976 Sequoia-(Chat)-full support of SAD for long-term 
cleanliness and maintaining property values of the river. 

16. Sheryl D’Amato-6864 Maplecrest-(Chat)-supports Thornapple River SAD. 
17. Brent & Shelly Smith-7478 Cascade Rd-(Chat)-support SAD, keep river in 

best condition possible. 
18. Hazel Rissi-7238 Cascade Rd-Congratulations for $5M award for PFAS.  

Supervisor Lesperance campaigned for public scrutiny; timing of Michigan 
Tax Tribunal; also appreciated that Supervisor had a steep learning curve, 
sees her heart and passion and trusts the Township will move forward with 
the SAD process. 

19. Chuck Whitley-5030 Sequoia-leap of faith to turn over maintenance and 
enhancement of the river to the Township, appreciates that Board takes it 
seriously. 

20. LeAnn & Paul Rowland-7176 Aqua Fria Ct-lived on the river since 1992, 
river changed a lot and we, by voting for the SAD, are happy to help take 
care of it. 

21. Lyle & Julia Breen-7196 Cascade Rd-lived on river entire life-have seen 
bayous fill up etc.  It’s a great asset, would like to keep it up well. 

22. Amy Dowling-do you keep track of how residents vote (for the SAD)?  Do 
residents’ opinion in any way influence the Board’s voting? 

23. Tom Keith-4755 Little Harbor-feels there’s misconception that $300/yr can 
provide dredging. 

24. Paul Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-opposed to SAD-unfair to force tax on 
residents who don’t use the river or who don’t have guaranteed access.  

25. Tom & Karen-5090 Sequoia-(Chat) new residents who support SAD; moved 
here for the river. 

26. Jeff-(Chat) This is our river-let’s take care of it. 
27. Clarence Maring-4567 Little Harbor-(Chat) urges Board to uphold previous 

decision to move forward with SAD. 
28. Jim & Diane VanHoven-4864 Sequoia-river is important to all of us-

residents may assist with cleaning up. River needs our help-please move 
forward with the SAD. 

29. Scott Rissi-talked about the SAD fact sheet and stated that residents can 
assist with dredging bayous.  The SAD then maintains it. Folks find a way to 
get on the river-there’s always access if you want to. 
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30. Jeff Carpenter-it’s about leveraging the different entities (state, federal, 
county).  A good foundation is needed; the SAD provides a solid legal 
foundation to apply for grants etc.  

31. Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct-After listening to comments says there are 
varying expectations of what the SAD will provide.  There are a lot of open-
ended questions; if the SAD was more specific there may be less trepidation 
on the part of residents to support it. 

32. Tom-(Chat) surprised so many stumps in the river and that a SAD wasn’t 
already in place-he is in support of the SAD. 

33. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-(Chat) For the SAD-will Township 
contribute for all the properties it owns along the river? Where are all the 
agendas and minutes on the website for 2015? 

34. Pete Kenny-5600 Alaska-It’s not really $300/year. Board has the ability to 
raise it 10% per year-at the end of 15 years it’s $1200. With Cascade taking 
on the liability for the river, what happens if there’s a death? Where does the 
Township stand in terms of legal liability?  

35. Scott Rissi-the petition was started to show the Township the interest of 
homeowners.  In 2019 the signatures were validated as accurate. 
 

 Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
              a. Receive and File Minutes 
    1. Township Board – 5/12/21  
    2. Downtown Development Authority – 4/20/21 
    3. Public Safety Advisory Committee – 4/21/21 
  b. Receive and File Reports 
    1. Treasurer Department Report – December 2020 
  c. Receive and File Education Requests 

1. Jon Snyder – Occupational Health & Safety for the Fire 
Service – Lansing Community College 

  d. Receive and File Communication  
None 

                           Motion by Supervisor Lesperance, seconded by Trustee Koessel, to approve the   
                           Consent Agenda with the following correction:  the minutes for 5/12 only noted  
                           the appointment of Craig Meurlin to Planning Commission.  This appointment 
                           included the reappointment of Scott Rissi and Chris Noordyke as well.  Motion 
                           carried unanimously. 
 
Article 7. Financial Actions  
  None 
 
Article 8.          Unfinished Business  
                          None 
 
Article 9. New Business 

 
050-2021 (a) PUBLIC HEARING – Robinson Dental Brownfield Plan 
                           Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to 

open Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  There were 
no comments.  Motion by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee 
Shipley to close Public Hearing. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 (b) Consider a Resolution Adopting the Robinson Dental 

Brownfield Plan (Roll Call) 
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                                                    (Trustee Koessel recused himself from discussion/voting on  
                                                     Item 50-b) 
                                                     Motion to approve by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Treasurer  
                                                     Peirce.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 

051-2021 Consider a Resolution to Extend Timeline for Temporary 
Outdoor Uses (Roll Call) 

                           Manager Swayze explained this is an extension from June and 
October 2020 approvals through 10/31/21; staff recommends it 
be reviewed by Planning Commission to potentially make a 
permanent change to Zoning Ordinance. 

                          Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee 
McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

  
052-2021 Consider an Issuance of a Request for Proposals for 

Professional Architectural/Engineering Services for Fire 
Station #1 

                          Manager Swayze explained the multi-step process in detail. 
Trustee Shipley mentioned it takes longer to do it this way but is 
necessary.  Trustee Noordhoek stated that we want to get it right;  

                          it is a very large, expensive project that will outlast our lifetimes. 
Discussion followed. 

                          Motion for approval by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee 
McDonald.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
053-2021 Consider an Outdoor Gathering Permit for Cascade 

Fellowship Church 
                          Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee 

Noordhoek.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
                            

Article 10. Closed Session – Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 15.268 (h) – To Consider  
                          Material Exempt from Discussion of Disclosure by State or Federal Statute 
                          Motion to enter closed session by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee 

McDonald.  Motion carried unanimously.  Board entered closed session 8:26 pm. 
                          Board re-convened public meeting 8:50 pm. 
                
Article 11. New Business (Con’t) 
  

054-2021 Consider Action Regarding the Thornapple River Special 
Assessment District 

Attorney Cliff Bloom explained the legal process to correct error at the point of  
Resolution #3 and #4. The Special Assessment roll was not presented for review  
nor certified by Supervisor before the fact. Attorney Bloom took questions. 
1. Hazel Rissi-mentioned assessment rolls were in the packet. Asked about Ad 

Hoc Committee: Supervisor stated this discussion tonight is not about that, 
but that Township will be sure both sides will be represented equally on the 
Committee. 

2. Craig Meurlin-inquired regarding certifying language; what does Statues of 
the State mean; relative vs. total assessment etc.  

3. David Hecht-7300 Cascade Rd-addressed Supervisor inquiring if she would 
sign the roll as is? Attorney Bloom indicated the Board has discretion to 
amend the roll after the Public Hearing if necessary.  Once it’s been certified 
and signed it is final. Supervisor Lesperance indicated she would sign it. 
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4. Chuck Whitley-is concerned with having to make corrections in the process, 
that the first 2 years of SAD assessments go to pay legal fees; wants fairness 
for residents. 

5. Craig Meurlin-Inquired if other changes could be made in the SAD such as 
inclusion or not of parcels, remove dredging option, increase percentage of 
assessment etc. Attorney Bloom indicated the Board can modify resolutions 
up until #3 and #4; it is highly unusual to do so. 

                          Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Koessel to adopt Resolution  
A to declare Resolution #3 (1/13/21) and Resolution #4 (2/10/21) defective and  
hereby rescinded, to continue the process including a new Resolution #3, Public  

                          Hearing and new Resolution #4; also to refund $100 filing fees 4 parties submit- 
                          ted to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. Attorney Bloom read the two resolutions.          
                          Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 

055-2021 Consider Action Regarding the Laraway Lake Special 
Assessment District 

Attorney Cliff Bloom explained the legal process to correct error at the point of  
Resolution #3 and #4. The Special Assessment roll was not presented for review  
nor certified by Supervisor before the fact. 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to adopt Resolution  
A to declare Resolution #3 (1/13/21) and Resolution #4 (2/10/21) defective and  
hereby rescinded, to continue the process including a new Resolution #3, Public  

                          Hearing and new Resolution #4. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 

Article 12. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not.  
                         (limit comments to 3 minutes)      
                          No further comments 
t 
Article 13. Manager Comments 

1. Regarding the Designated Assessor Contract that was approved with Kent 
County-Supervisor Lesperance received a letter from State Department of 
Treasury that Cascade met all the requirements for the AMAR Audit.  
Congratulations to Manager of Assessing Services Jennifer Genter, Contract 
Assessors Deb Ring and Roger McCarty, Holly and Shawn.  We will not 
need to use that contract. 

                           
Article 14. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley thanked residents for attending. 
2. Trustee Noordhoek thanked residents for attending and providing input. 
3. Supervisor Lesperance thanked everyone for their input on this hot issue, 

protecting the river is very important; possibly the Board should look into 
revenue from the Cascade Dam supporting the project.  

 
Article 15.        Adjournment   
                          Motion was made by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater for adjournment.   
                          Motion carried unanimously.   
                          Meeting adjourned at 9:23 pm. 
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Sue Slater 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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