Article 1.

Article 2.

Article 3.

Article 4.

Article 5.

MINUTES OF THE
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, July 28, 2021
Wisner Center
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
AND
Virtual Zoom Meeting
7:00 P.M.

HYBRID FORMAT

Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order.

Present: Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees McDonald,
Shipley and Noordhoek

Absent: Trustee Koessel (excused)

Also Present: Assistant Township Manager Fast, Deputy Clerk Brott, DDA/Economic
Development Director Korhorn, Fire Department Lieutenant Josh Detweiler, Township
Counsel Michael Homier

Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda

Motion for approval by Trustee Noordhoek, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve
the Agenda with the addition of 074-2021 by Trustee Noordhoek to Consider Hiring an
Outside Vendor to Perform an Independent Forensic Financial Audit. Motion carried
unanimously.

Presentations
None

Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing.

(limit comments to 3 minutes)

1. Chuck Whitley-5030 Sequoia Dr-Stated that after the storms last week, a tree is hung
up on a buoy; he moved it to his dock. Another large tree became caught last
Sunday at 1 am-this could be a safety issue. The sediment problem could be a
problem for the Township in the future; he wonders who takes care of this problem?
It is not any one person’s problem; the Township must work together to solve it.

2. Jeff Dionne-2984 Thornapple River Dr-He has called Kent County Sheriff’s Office 3
times this summer about kids swimming in front of the dam. There should be “No
Swimming” signage. The main building at 6921 Burger has been bulldozed and the
garage is left-a similar circumstance to another resident and the garage was
bulldozed later. There should be equal enforcement.

3. Paul Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-Re the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funds: His
neighborhood is one of the only neighborhoods in the Township to not have reliable
high speed cable internet access. It’s needed for those who work and attend school
at home. Formally asking the Board to use some of the ARP funds to bring cable-
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Article 6.

Article 7.

based internet to his neighborhood. Please make it a priority and fund this as soon as
possible.

Aspen Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-Re: ARP Funds: Currently a GRCC student, but
graduated from Forest Hills. Has had a difficult time doing schoolwork because of
the lack of reliable internet. Once the area started opening, she had to drive to
several locations to do online homework. There are 10 students and about 23
working parents who are asking for help. Everyone on her street has a job and work
to do that is important.

Luanne Strauss-7474 Alaska Ridge-Re: ARP Funds: It is difficult to work from
home without reliable internet-she cannot meet deadlines working from home. It
impacts peoples’ decision to live in the neighborhood. Asks to reconsider the use of
the ARP funds for internet.

Keely Shay-7486 Alaska Ridge-She would like the packet she gave to the Board at
the last meeting to be available online to all residents. Clerk Slater advised that they
are available in the office, and she would look into it. She would also like an answer
to the request about the expenditures that she made at the last meeting. Supervisor
Lesperance advised that the Board is reviewing it and the answer will be made
public.

Craig Meurlin-6333 Thornhills Ct-He does not agree with the policy requiring the
public to be present at the meeting in order to participate-it disenfranchises residents
who are unable to attend. Providing a public comment time for all residents to speak
shows the Board wants to hear residents’ voices. He has a group of invoices that
pertain to a direct conflict of interest with the former Supervisor. He would like a
list of Township projects available on the website so that the public can see what
needs to be completed, when it should be completed, then when completed, any
changes to cost.

Approval of Consent Agenda

a.

d.

Receive and File Minutes

1. Township Board — #42/202% 7/14/2021
2. Public Safety Advisory Committee — 6/24/21, 5/19/21
3. Governance Committee — 4/28/21, 4/13/21

Receive and File Reports

1. Treasurer’s Department — 2021 Tax Rates

Receive and File Education Requests

1. Dan Heyer & Vince Milito — MIAM Fall Conference — Clare, MI- October 28 &
29

2. Colin Forzley — Michigan Fire Inspector Fall Educational Conference — Mt.
Pleasant, M| — October 28 & 29

3. Kirissi Brott — MAMC Education Day and Clerking 101 — Frankenmuth, MI —
September 1 & 2

Receive and File Communication

1. None

Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve the Consent Agenda
with the electronic addition of the packet provided by a resident at the last meeting and
the correction of date of the Township Board Minutes from 7/12/2021 to 7/14/2021.
Motion carried unanimously.

Financial Actions
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Article 8.

Article 9.

None

Unfinished Business
None

New Business

067-2021 Consider Outdoor Gathering Permit for Sparks Belting Company
Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald. Motion
carried unanimously.

068-2021 Consider the Issuance of an RFP for Construction Manager Services for
the Fire Station #1 Project

Lieutenant Detweiler answered questions. The construction manager is assisting step-by-
step. Bids will be monitored.

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried
unanimously.

069-2021 Consider Proposal(s) from Prein & Newhof and Materials Testing
Consultants for Phase 1 Environmental Study and Hazardous Materials Survey for
Fire Station #1 Project

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater. Motion

carried unanimously.

070-2021 Consider Revision to Policy for Township Board Committees

Attorney Homier answered questions. Board discussion.

Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley. Motion carried
unanimously.

071-2021 Consider Residents’ Request to Use ARP Funds for Internet
Considerable discussion. Trustee Shipley noted that the Township would pay for the
pedestals for cable internet, but the residents in the neighborhood would be responsible to
hook from the pedestal to the residence.

Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley contingent on a
cost proposal from Comcast, a cap of $70K, as well as direction to staff to find out what
other areas in the Township do not have high speed cable internet.

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.

072-2021 Consider Township Supervisor Appointments to the Strategic Plan
Advisory Committee

Motion for approval by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek. Motion
carried unanimously.

073-2021 Consider Policy for Streaming and Recording of Township Meetings
Considerable Discussion. Assistant Manager Fast answered questions.

Motion for approval by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve with
the exception that virtual public comments are allowed subject to the same rules as those
public comments allowed in person and that staff explore other options and resources.
Motion carried unanimously.
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Article 11.

Article 12.

Article 13.

074-2021 Consider Hiring an Outside Vendor to Perform an Independent
Financial Forensic Audit (added by Trustee Noordhoek after Agenda was printed)
Considerable Discussion.

Motion for approval by Trustee Noordhoek, seconded by Trustee Shipley to hire a firm
selected by and working with Township Counsel to perform an independent forensic
financial audit regarding the Administration Building, CARES Act Funds, Hotspots, and
Vendors. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.

Public Comments — Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit

comments to 3 minutes)

1. Craig Meurlin-The public will gain trust with the audit, but would like to see an
investigative report and a forensic audit.

2. Jeff Dionne-Appreciates Mr. Meurlin’s comments. Thank you for fixing the hotspot
in Tassell Park- now it comes on before 10:30 pm. The more education about PFAS
issue the better for fellow residents. He wants better follow-up to his questions, and
thinks streaming meetings is a great idea.

3. Chuck Whitley-He is disturbed about the limited scope of the forensic audit, and
would have liked to see something about the expense of the audit. He appreciates
where the Board is going.

4. Keely Shay-Thanked Supervisor Lesperance.

Scot VanSolkema via Zoom-2570 Orange Ct-He is happy that the live streaming

meetings will continue.

o

Closed Session (Supervisor Lesperance switched Public Comments to take place before
Closed Session)

Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 15.268(e) — To consider the purchase or lease of real
property up to the time an option to purchase or lease that real property is obtained.

Motion to enter closed session by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Peirce. Motion
carried unanimously by roll call vote. Board entered closed session at 8:40 pm. Motion
by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to reconvene open session. Motion
carried unanimously by roll call vote. Board resumed public meeting at 9:01 pm.

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to direct Township Counsel
and designated staff to proceed as discussed in closed session and if necessary, execute a
purchasing agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

Manager Comments

Assistant Manager Fast filled in for Manager Swayze.

1. Mandy Bernal-Hill from Kent County Sheriff’s Department is retiring on August 20
and will be doing code enforcement for our residents.

Board Member Comments

1. Trustee Shipley-Thanked all in attendance.

2. Treasurer Peirce-Advised that 10% of the summer taxes have been collected so far.

3. Supervisor Lesperance-The PFAS Advisory Committee is meeting within the next
few weeks and everything is on target to dig ground in the early spring of 2022. The
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Article 14,

Krissi Brott
Deputy Clerk

40 residents who are above the legal limit should be getting a letter from the
Township any day about what was passed in a previous meeting.

4. Trustee Noordhoek-Manager Swayze is overwhelmed. Staff should possibly be
added. Trustee Shipley thinks there should be an audit to find out staff needs;
Trustee McDonald advised that Manager Swayze should be asked what he needs first.
Treasurer Peirce recommended that this be submitted to the Personnel Committee.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried
unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm.

Approved by:

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor

Susan B. Slater, Clerk
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