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AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations/Public Comments (limit comments to 3 minutes) 

  
Article 5. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 
 1.   Regular Township Board Minutes for 01/27/2016. 
 2.   Planning Commission Minutes for 01/11/2016. 

  b. Receive and File Reports 
 1.    Treasurer’s Department Monthly Report for Dec., 2015. 
 2.    Building Department Monthly Report for Jan., 2016.                         
 
Article 6. Financial Actions  

a. Consider Approval of December, 2015 General/Special Funds. 
b. Consider Approval of January, 2016 Payables, Payroll and 

Transfers. 
 

Article 7. Unfinished Business  
 
Article 8. New Business 

009-2016 a.  Public Hearing on Use of Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG). 

 
 b.  Consider Approval of Resolutions of Acceptance and Use 

of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). 
 

010-2016 Consider Approval of Resolution to Amend and Restate our 
Governmental Non-ERISA Retirement Plan. (John Hancock) 

 
011-2016 Consider Approval of Purchase of New Brush Truck 
 
012-2016 Consider Approval of Purchase of Bullex Digital Fire 

Training System. 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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013-2016 Consider Approval to Replace B&G Dump Truck. 
 

Article 9. Public Comments on any other matters. (limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 10. Manager Comments 
 
Article 11.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 12. Adjournment 









Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – January 11, 2016   Page 1 
 
 

   MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township Planning Commission 

Monday, January 11, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

 
ARTICLE 1.       Chairman Pennington called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Members Present:  Katsma, Lewis, Pennington, Rissi, Sperla, Williams     
                           Members Absent:  Mead (Excused) Robinson  (Excused)  Waalkes (Excused) 
                           Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson, and others 

listed on the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2.       Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.            
 
ARTICLE 3.       Approve the current Agenda. 
                                                        
                          Motion by Member Lewis to approve the Agenda.  Support by Member 

Williams.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
ARTICLE 4.       Approve the Minutes of the December 07, 2015 meeting.   
 
 Motion by Member Sperla to approve the minutes of the December 07, 2015 

meeting as written.  Support by Member Rissi.  Motion carried 6-0. 
  
ARTICLE 5.       Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items 
 (Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker.) 
 
 No one wished to speak on a non-agenda item. 
   
ARTICLE 6.      Case #15-3290  David Hockstra 
 Property Address:  1350 Briarcliff Drive 

 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a Type I special use permit to 
construct an accessory building over 832 sq. ft.  

 
 Director Peterson presented the case.  The location is on Briarcliff and it is a river 

lot.  The accessory building is just over 1200 sq. ft. and is located in the front yard.  
For lots on the river we do allow accessory buildings to be in the front yard as 
long as they meet the front yard setback requirements.  The front setback from 
Briarcliff is 35’ and this building is 85’ from the right of way and about 100’ from 
the actual road.  It has a 40’ setback from the nearest side property line which 
would allow up to an 18’ tall building. This building will be 12.5’ to the mid-point.  
It meets all of our setback requirements.  They are remodeling the house and the 
accessory building will have the same architecture as the house.  In our Findings 
of Fact, we gauge the accessory building based on the size of the house and lot 
size.  The house itself will be about 4,000 sq. ft.  and the lot is about an acre.  
There are not a lot of accessory buildings in the area and is larger in size than 
those in the area but certainly well within reason based on the lot size and the 
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size of the home. The roof of the structure is low and will look much smaller than 
a taller building and will not look out of place.  I am recommending approval of 
their accessory building as they have proposed it.  There are a couple of 
comments from neighbors stating that the structure is a little bit big and would 
prefer they stick with the 832 sq. ft. Another letter from a neighbor states it is 
fine as proposed. 

 
 Member Katsma asked for clarification if the neighbors got a notice of the 

proposed project.  Director Peterson stated that all the neighbors within 300’ 
receive a Public Notice and could respond in writing, by phone or in person.  
Member Katsma asked if the neighbors received a rendering of the plans.  
Director Peterson stated that the renderings are not mailed but they are welcome 
to view the plans at the Township Offices. 

 
 Member Mead arrived at 7:12 PM. 
 
 
 Member Sperla stated that the accessory building will match the house and look 

nice.  Member Lewis stated that he viewed the property and I think it will fit in 
fine without stressing any of our rules or any of the neighbors. 

 
 Member Katsma asked if the Applicant talked to the neighbors or were these 

letters a result of the Public Hearing Notice.  Director Peterson stated that he 
believed the Applicant talked to his immediate neighbors and the letters were 
generated from the notices the Township sent.  The Applicant stated that he 
talked to the neighbors on both sides.  

  
 Chairman Pennington asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
 Chris Van Hees, the builder on the project came forward on behalf of the 

Applicant.  The accessory building will be architecturally the exact same as the 
house.   

 
 Member Williams stated that the structure is basically a detached garage.  The 

Applicant stated that this was correct. 
 
 Member Sperla asked if electrical or plumbing was being added to the space.  The 

Applicant stated that electrical would be needed for lights and garage door 
openers.   

 
 Member Lewis asked if the homeowner was aware that the space could not be 

used for a business or living space.  The Applicant stated that this would not be a 
problem.  
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 Member Mead stated that the house has a two car garage and they are adding a 
three car garage.  Is there a purpose for all the space?  The Applicant stated that 
they have a boat that will be stored as well as an additional vehicle and yard 
equipment.   

 
 Member Mead asked why the garage is set to be in front of the house blocking 

some of the view of the house.  The Applicant stated that it was plotted there 
based on some trees that the owner is wishing to save and to not disturb anyone 
else’s view.   

  
 Member Lewis made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Support by Member 

Mead. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 William Lott, 1310 Briarcliff came forward with comments.  How close is he to the 

lot line closest to my property?  Chairman Pennington stated 40’.  Mr. Lott asked 
if any of the white pine trees were going to be removed.  The Applicant stated 
that none of the large trees will be removed. 

 
 Member Mead asked if there were any feature trees that would be removed.  The 

Applicant stated that as few trees as possible would be removed.   
 
 Member Lewis made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Support by Member 

Williams. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 Member Sperla made a motion for to approve a Type I Special Use Permit for 

Case 15:3290 David Hockstra with two conditions: 
• The accessory building may not be used for living space 
• The accessory building may not be used to run a business 

 Support by Member Mead.   Motion carried 7-0. 
 
ARTICLE 7.      Proposed Work Plan for 2016 

 
 Director Peterson presented the Proposed Work Plan for 2016. 

• Access Management 
• Food Truck Regulations 
• Sign Ordinance  
• Accessory Building Updates 
• Coast to Coast Rail Initiative Study 

 
                        Director Peterson stated that he will add the joint meeting with the DDA, per the    
                        suggestion of Member Lewis.  Member Sperla applauded the Storm Water   
                        efforts.    
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ARTICLE 8. Planning Department 2015 Annual Report 
 
                           Director Peterson stated that the numbers are up.   
 

  Member Lewis stated that the De-Icing System runoff at the Gerald R. Ford    
International Airport is huge and impressive.  It is an awesome undertaking.  

                                                                                        
 
ARTICLE 9. Election of Officers 
                      
                         Member Lewis made a motion to elect the current officers to their positions. 
 
                                *   Member Waalkes – Chairman 
                                *   Member Sperla - Vice Chair/VDRC 
                                *   Member Rissi – Secretary 
                                 
                        Support by Member Mead.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
                        Member Lewis made a motion to elect the current officers to their positions. 
 

•  Member Pennington – Zoning board of Appeals/Village Architectural                             
                                           Review Committee 
 

                        Support by Member Mead.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 
ARTICLE 10. Planning Principles 
 

Director Peterson handed out the Community Planning Principles that we have 
previously adopted as a reminder. 

 
ARTICLE 11. Rules of Conduct 
 

Director Peterson handed out the Rules of Conduct and Communication as a 
reminder.  Member Sperla commented on the importance of following these 
rules. 

 
ARTICLE 12. Any other business 
 
ARTICLE 13.   Adjournment 
 
Motion made by Member Mead to Adjourn.  Support by Member Rissi.  Motion carried 6-0. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Aaron Mead, Secretary 
Ann Seykora/Julie Kutchins – Planning Administrative Assistant 

































































































































































































NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Public Hearing and Consideration of Resolutions of Acceptance 

and Use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
money 

 
Meeting Date: February 10, 2016 
 

As you know each year Kent County allocates a majority of the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to participating local units of government.  In 
order to spend these funds, the project must meet specific guidelines and standards. 

 
We are projected to receive $8,021.00 for the 2016-2017 program year.  As in the past, 

the Township does not have any low/mod income tracts.  

Last year we allocated money to Hope Network as well as the Kent County Community 
Development Housing Rehabilitation Program.   

After a discussion with the Kent County Community Development (KCCD) manager, 
staff recommends we allocate $7,158.48 to Hope Network and allocate the $1,728.52 to 
Home Repair Services.   

 
Funds allocated to Hope Network fall under the Public Services category of the CDBG 

program which stipulates that not more than 15% of the total County allocation of funds 
can be spend on Public Services.   

 
Again, staff is recommending that Cascade Township distribute the following dollars: 
 

• $7,158.48 to Hope Network  
• $1,728.52 to Home Repair Services 

 
 

I have attached a resolution authorizing the acceptance of CDBG Funds and a 
resolution authorizing the use of the funds to the above listed service.   

 
 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan  
Resolution #  of 2016 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FROM KENT COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, federal monies are made available under the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) through the Kent County Community Development Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Cascade Charter Township Board to approve the 
acceptance of CDBG funds from Kent County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby requests that the allocation for 
the Home Repair Services be disbursed from the 2014-2015 year balance; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cascade Charter Township Board does 
hereby accept the award of: 
 
Program Description        Allocation 
 
Home Repair Services       $1,728.52 
Hope Network        $7,158.48 
          $8,887.00 
 
from HUD through Kent County to be used for eligible activities approved by Kent County.   
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member.  The 
roll call vote being as follows: 
 
YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
 
             
        Ronald H. Goodyke 
        Township Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Township Library Wisner Center 
on the 10th day of February, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.; pursuant to the required statutory 
procedures.   
 
Dated: February 10, 2016 
 
       By:        
        Ronald H. Goodyke 
        Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution# of 2016 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FROM KENT COUNTY 

 
WHEREAS, federal monies are made available under the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) through the Kent County Community Development Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, after a public hearing and due consideration, Cascade Charter Township has 
recommended that an application be submitted to the Kent County Community 
Development Department for the following projects and budgets:  Home Repair Services - 
$1,728.52 and Hope Network - $7,158.48; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Cascade Township Board to approve the preparation and 
filing of an application for Cascade Charter Township to receive funds from this program 
for specific projects;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cascade Charter Township Board does 
hereby approve the use of CDBG funds for the above-named projects and the submission of 
an application to Kent County Community Development Department; and that the 
Township Manager is hereby authorized to sign all necessary documents on behalf of the 
Cascade Charter Township Board; and that authority is hereby granted to the 
DDA/Economic Development Director to take the necessary steps to prepare and file the 
application for funds under this program and in accordance with this resolution.   
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member.  The 
roll call vote being as follows: 
 
YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
              
         Ronald H. Goodyke 
         Township Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Library Wisner Center on the 
10th day of February, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures.  
 
 
Dated: February 10, 2016 
 
       By:       
        Ronald H. Goodyke 
        Township Clerk 

 



 

 
 
Memo 

To: Cascade Charter Township Board 
 

From: Denise M. Biegalle 
 

cc: Ben Swayze 

 
Date: February 5. 2016 

 
CASCADE CHARTER    
TOWNSHIP 
 
 

 
Re: 401 (a) Defined Contribution Plan (John Hancock) 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

February 10, 2016 

 

Attached please find a letter from Burnham & Flower Insurance Group (our agent for the John Hancock 
Retirement Plan) explaining that our Governmental Non-ER ISA Retirement Plan needs to be amended 
and restated per the IRS.  With the amendment, the Finance Committee has requested to change the 
percentage that a participant can contribute from their own funds.  Currently the plan is only available to 
Board Members and (1) full-time employee. 

 
 
 

The Finance Committee has reviewed the document and has recommended approval of the Board 
Resolution. 



 

 
I  N  S  U  R  A  N  C  E G  R  O  U  P 

315 South Kalamazoo Mall 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49007-4806 

Tel: 269.381.1173 
Fax: 269.381.6089 

Web: www.bfgroup.com 
 
 

October 1,2015 
 
 

Ms. Denise Biegalle 
Cascade Township 
2865 Thornhills Drive SE 
Grand Rapids, Ml  49546-7140 

 
Re: Cascade 401(a) Defined Contribution Plan 

Dear Ms. Biegalle: 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) requires retirement plan sponsors to restate their plan documents at regular 
intervals. We are currently within an IRS mandated restatement cycle and must update your group retirement plan 
document.  We perform these periodic amendments as part of the administrative services we provide for your plan at 
no additional costs. 

 
Enclosed is the amended and restated plan in the form of an adoption agreement for the Cascade Township 
Governme ntal Non-ERISA Retirement Plan (the plan). This adoption agreement replaces your current plan document. 
This restatement is required to bring the plan into compliance with the Pension Protection Act of 2006 and other 
legislative and regulatory changes. The new plan is primarily a restatement and consolidation of previously adopted 
good faith amendments and does not result in substantive changes to your plan's operation.  In addition, it will not 
result in any new fees or charges to your plan or participants. 

 
Enclosed with this letter you will find: 

 
1.   Your adoption agreement, which spells out the specific and unchanged provisions of your plan. 
2. A sample board resolution to adopt the plan. 
3. The basic plan document,which conta ins the necessary language that applies to all plans. 
4. The IRS advisory letter, pre-approving the plan as tax-qualified. 

 
To satisfy the restatement requirement, please approve the resolution and sign and date all docu ments where  
indicated. Upon exe cution, please return one copy ofthe signature page to us i n the envelope prov ided along w ith a  
copy of the resolution. Please return by November 30, 2015. Pl ease keep the remaining document s for your 
records. 

 
Should you have any questions,please feel free to contact me or your Burnham & Flower plan administrator at 
800.748.0554. We can also be reached at retirement@bfgroup .com. 

 
Sincere ly, 

 

 
Amber Howes 
Manager, Group Retirement & Administration 
Enc. 

 
 



RESOLUTION NO. -2016 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CASCADE 

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 
 

WHEREAS, the following is a formal record of action taken by the governi ng bod y of 
Cascade Township (the "Municipality) 

 
WHEREAS, With respect to the amendment and restatement of the Cascade Township 

Governmental Non-ERISA Retirement Plan (the "Plan"), the following 
Resolutions are hereby adopted; 

 
WHEREAS,   That the Plan be amended and restated in the form attached hereto, which 

Plan is hereby adopted and approved; 
 
 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That the authori zed signor of the Munici pal ity be, 
and is hereby, authorized and directed to execute the Plan on behalf of 
the Municipality; 

 

The foregoing Resol ution was offered by 
the vote being as follows: 

and supported by and 

 
 

YEAS: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

Resolution declared adopted February 10, 201 6 
 
 

 

Ronald Goodyke, Clerk 
Cascade Charter Townshi p 

 
 

C E R T l F I C A T I O N 
 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted at a Regular 
Meeti ng of the Cascade Charter Township Board, held on February l 0, 201 6. 

 
 
 

 

Ronald Goodyke, Clerk 
Cascade Charter Township 
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