
AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations/Public Comments (limit comments to 3 minutes) 

  
Article 5. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 
 1.     Regular Board Meeting Minutes for 1/14 and 1/28/15. 
 2.     Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 1/19/15. 

  b. Receive and File Various Reports 
 1.   Treasurer’s Department Report of Current Depositories and 
Investments. 

  c.         Education Requests 
 1.   Jim Walker – EMS Instructors Conference – March 12-15 – 
Traverse City, MI. 

  d. Receive and File Communications 
 1.  Letter from Charter Communications – re:  Adjustments to 
Channel Lineup. 
2.  Letter from The Right Place - re:  Thank you for payment. 

       
Article 6. Financial Actions  

 
Article 7. Unfinished Business  

 
Article 8. New Business 

008-2015 a.  Public Hearing – Consideration of Resolutions of 
Acceptance and Use of Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) money. 

 
 
 
 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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 b.  Consider Approval of Resolution of Acceptance and 
Use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
money.  (roll call)  

 
009-2015 Consider Approval of Resolutions for Tris4Health to 

close public streets for Triathlon on June 14, 2015. (roll 
call) 

 
010-2015 Consider Approval of Bid for the Museum Gardens 

Parks Renovation.  
 

011-2015 Consider Approval of Kent County Drain Commission 
– Thornhills Drain Easement. 

 
   
Article 9. Public Comments on any other matters. (limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 10. Manager Comments 
 
Article 11.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 12. Adjournment 
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   MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township Planning Commission 

Monday, January 19, 2015 
7:00 P.M. 

 

ARTICLE 1.       Chairman Pennington called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
Members Present:  Lewis, Pennington, Rissi, Robinson, Waalkes, Williams      

                           Members Absent:   Hammond, Mead, Sperla (Excused)   
                           Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson, and others 

listed on the sign in sheet. 
 

ARTICLE 2.       Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.            
 

ARTICLE 3.       Approve the current Agenda. 
                                                        
                          Motion by Member Lewis to approve the Agenda.  Support by Member 

Robinson.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

ARTICLE 4.       Approve the Minutes of the December 1, 2014 meeting.   
 
 Motion by Member Robinson to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2014 

meeting as written.  Support by Member Rissi.  Motion carried 6-0. 
  

ARTICLE 5.       Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items 
 (Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker.) 
 
 Ken Carey, 2929 Thornapple River Drive came forward.  I spoke at the last 

meeting regarding drainage.  I have a lawsuit pending and the new development 
behind Portabella Road concerns me.  I am not opposed to it.  I would just like to 
know the procedures taken by the Board in approving it and how it addresses 
drainage.   I’m still looking for information regarding my issues and want to make 
sure the paperwork is available and where I can get the information.  I’d like to 
see the procedures that are followed by the Board and I feel you need to do a 
better job of protecting residents that are already in the locations you are 
approving. 

  
ARTICLE 6.       Case #14-3225 Vaneck Enterprises 
  Public Hearing  
   Property Address:  5630 28th Street & 2828 Kraft SE 
   Requested Action:  The applicant is requesting to rezone property to Planned 

Unit Development for new 4,500 sq. ft. restaurant and make minor 
modifications to 2828 Kraft Avenue.   

 
   Director Peterson presented the case.  This property is part of the Centennial  



 

Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – January 19, 2015   Page 2 
 
 

 Park Development and is already zoned Planned Unit Development.  The 
 property’s boundary is Kraft Avenue to the West and 28th Street to the north. This 
 is the vacant lot that currently has the sign for 2828 Kraft.  They’re essentially  
 breaking out for their own PUD for this specific project.  The building will be  
 approximately 4,500 sq. ft. with a drive-thru for a Panera Bread restaurant.  
 They’ll be moving Panera Bread from the Wendy’s plaza.  There are some minor 
 modifications to the property to the south where they’re making some 
 improvements to the parking on the site.  
 
  The Centennial Park PUD is in place as well as the Centennial Park Overlay Zoning 
  District which sets parameters of what’s allowed in the district.  This project is 
  following the guidelines with a few minor items that aren’t meeting all of our 
  requirements which is why the PUD rezoning is warranted.  28th Street has the 
  Clear Vision corner which is quite common on a main road so we don’t have the 
  full buffer yard requirement from the property line to the parking lot.  They’re  
  not technically meeting the requirement of some space between the property  
  line and the parking lot. This is very similar to how we treated the buffer yard in 
  front of Meijer.  They’re also seven feet (7) short of the buffer yard requirements 
  on the back of the site.  There’s still enough room for plantings and landscaping 
  on the site.  The last exception is the driveway spacing onto Foremost Drive.  The 
  new driveway is 85 feet from the existing driveway and we require 100 feet of 
  spacing.  The 15’ difference would be an exception to our Ordinance.  I would be 
  more concerned about this on a busier street, but this is a less traveled road with 
  slower speeds.  The project has been reviewed by the Centennial Park Review 
  Board which is made up of business owners and township representatives to 
  make sure all requirements are met for the Centennial Park Overlay District. 
  Their comments have been addressed and they’re meeting the requirements for 
  signage according to the Centennial Park Overlay Zoning District.  The lights along 
  28th Street and Foremost will match what the DDA has installed and the lights 
  along Kraft Avenue will be the typical lights you see throughout the rest of the 
  Township.  Storm water will be underground detention which meets our Storm 
  Water Ordinance and the Township Engineer has reviewed the plans.  The only 
  item not addressed is the Storm Water Maintenance Agreement and that’s 
  something we follow up on when the project has been approved.  The Engineer 
  has recommended approval.  The Master Plan for this area is mixed use which 
  allows for commercial, office, and residential.  This fits into what we’d envisioned 
  for this site.  There will be some cross connections between the two properties 
  and there will be some pedestrian connections from the site into the DDA 
  sidewalks as well.  It’s my recommendation that we approve the request with the 
  following conditions:  

 We execute the Storm Water Maintenance Agreement. 

 We execute the cross access agreement. 

 We execute the Centennial Park sign easement. 
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Member Williams asked if the existing office building and the new restaurant are 
owned by the same company.  Director Peterson stated that it is the same owner. 

 Member Lewis stated he was concerned with a drive-thru and the stacking of  
 vehicles in the parking lot, but feels this plan was very well thought out and he no  
 longer has any concerns with the drive-thru.  Director Peterson stated that it does  
 have a lot of stacking.  
 
 I wanted to point out there is going to be a small retaining wall along the pathway 
 that will only be about 1-2 feet high.  The sign that’s currently there will be 
 removed, but there will be space for a future Centennial Park business sign. 
 
 Member Rissi asked if there was any concern with the driveways being so close  
 together and would it be better to combine the two driveways.  Director Peterson  
 stated since it’s a very low volume, low speed exit, it’s not as great a concern. 
 It would be better to have the traffic on Foremost rather than an additional curb 
 cut onto Kraft Avenue. 
 
 Member Lewis stated because the Centennial Park Review Board approved he’s 
 very comfortable with the plan moving forward.   
  
 Member Waalkes asked whether the Road Commission was okay with the two  
 separate drives rather than one.  Director Peterson stated the Road Commission 
 was more concerned with getting the driveway as far away from 28th Street as 
 possible.  It does meet our spacing requirements from 28th Street. 
 
 Chairman Pennington requested the applicant come forward with comments. 
 
 Jeffrey Parker, Jeffrey Parker Architects, answered questions on behalf of the 
 Applicant.   Director Peterson did a nice job presenting our project.  The only  
 question unanswered was the ownership of the property.  Mike Kasmauskis who 
 owns the Image building as well as this piece of property will continue to own it. 
 The land Panera sits on will be a land lease.  The building and everything on 
 it will be maintained by Panera Bread.   
 
 Member Rissi asked how many parking spaces will be on the site.  Mr. Parker  
 responded we usually have between 45-50 spaces. 
   
 Member Waalkes made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Support by  
 Member Rissi.   Motion Carried 6-0. 
  
 Chairman Pennington asked if there was anyone wishing to speak on the Public  
 Hearing to please come forward. 
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 No one wished to speak at the Public Hearing. 
 Member Robinson made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Support by  
 Member Rissi.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 Member Waalkes made a motion to approve the rezoning to Planned Unit  
 Development with the conditions for the Storm Water Maintenance  
 Agreement, the Cross Access  Agreement, and the easement for Centennial Park  
 signage.  Support by Member Robinson.  Motion Carried 6-0.    
       
ARTICLE 7. Proposed Work Plan for 2015 
 
 Director Peterson presented the Proposed Work Plan for 2015. 

 M-37/60th Street/Patterson Avenue – options were discussed to encourage 
development. 

 Current vision within the Village area with the DDA. 

 Food Truck Regulations. 

 Transit Options are ongoing. 
 
ARTICLE 8. Planning Department 2014 Annual Report 
 
ARTICLE 9. Election of Officers  
 

Member Lewis made a motion to re-elect the current officers to their positions.   

 Member Mead - Secretary/VRDC Rep. 

 Member Pennington – Chairman 

 Member Waalkes – Vice Chair 

 Member Hammond – Zoning Board of Appeals 
 Support by Member Robinson.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
ARTICLE 10. Any other business 
  
ARTICLE 11. Adjournment 
 Motion by Member Robinson to adjourn.  Support by Member Waalkes .  
 Motion carried 6-0.   Meeting adjourned at 7:42 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Aaron Mead, Secretary 
 
Ann Seykora/Debra Groendyk 
Planning Administrative Assistant 































NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Public Hearing and Consideration of Resolutions of Acceptance 

and Use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
money 

 
Meeting Date: February 11, 2015 
 

As you know each year Kent County allocates a majority of the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to participating local units of government.  In 
order to spend these funds, the project must meet specific guidelines and standards. 

 
We are projected to receive $8,443.00 for 2015.  We also currently have $1,594.52 that is 

in jeopardy of being returned to Kent County Community Development if we do not spend 
it.  As in the past, the Township does not have any low/mod income tracts.  

Last year we allocated money to Hope Network.  In the past we have also placed funds 
in the Kent County Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program.   

For 2015, staff recommends we allocate $7,158.48 to Hope Network and allocate the 
$1,594.52 to the Housing Rehabilitation Program.   

 
Funds allocated to Hope Network fall under the Public Services category of the CDBG 

program which stipulates that not more than 15% of the total County allocation of funds 
can be spend on Public Services.   

 
Again, staff is recommending that Cascade Township distribute the following dollars: 
 

• $7,158.48 to Hope Network  
• $1,594.52 to KCCD Housing Rehabilitation Program 

 
 

I have attached a resolution authorizing the acceptance of CDBG Funds and a 
resolution authorizing the use of the funds to the above listed service.   

 
 

 



Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution #   of 2015 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FROM KENT COUNTY 

 
 
WHEREAS, federal monies are made available under the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) through the Kent County Community Development Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for Cascade Charter Township to approve the acceptance of 
CDBG funds from Kent County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Cascade Charter Township Board requests that the allocation for the 
Housing Rehabilitation program be disbursed from the 2012 year balance; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cascade Charter Township Board does 
hereby accept the award of: 
 

Program Description     Allocation 
 
KCCD Housing Rehabilitation Program   $    1,594.52 
Hope Network      $    7,158.48 

 TOTAL       $    8,753.00 
 
 from HUD through Kent County to be used for eligible activities approved by Kent County.   
 
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

YEAS:   
NAYS:    
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:   
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
 
 
 



CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 

Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Township Library Wisner Center on 
the 11th day of February, 2015, at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015 

      By        
        Ronald H. Goodyke   
        Township Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution #   of 2015 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FROM KENT COUNTY 

 
WHEREAS, federal monies are made available under the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) through the Kent County Community Development Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, after a public hearing and due consideration, Cascade Charter Township has 
recommended that an application be submitted to the Kent County Community 
Development Department for the following projects and budgets: Kent County Community 
Development Housing Rehabilitation Program - $1,594.52 and Hope Network - $7,158.48; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Township Board to approve the preparation and filing of 
an application for Cascade Charter Township to receive funds from this program for specific 
projects;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cascade Charter Township Board does 
hereby approve the use of CDBG funds for the above-named projects and the submission of 
an application to Kent County Community Development Department; and that the 
Township Manager is hereby authorized to sign all necessary documents on behalf of the 
Cascade Charter Township Board; and that authority is hereby granted to the 
DDA/Economic Development Director to take the necessary steps to prepare and file the 
application for funds under this program and in accordance with this resolution.   
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

YEAS:   
NAYS:    
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:   
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
 
 
 



 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Township Library Wisner Center on 
the 11th day of February, 2015, at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015 

      By        
        Ronald H. Goodyke   
        Township Clerk 

 
 



Kent County Housing Rehabilitation Program 
 

Kent County’s Housing Rehabilitation Program is 
administered by the Kent County Department of Community 
Development in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  
  
The purpose of the program is to provide financial assistance 
for needed home repairs to low and moderate income 
households. 

 

For more information please call the Kent County Community Development 
Department at (616) 632-7410 

Or visit: www.accesskent.com/YourGovernment/Departments/ 
CommunityDevelopment/Housing_Rehabilitation.htm 

Eligible Repairs 

• Repair or replacement of major 

   structural and mechanical systems       

• Disability access and ADA repairs   

• Pest & hazard abatement   

• Energy saving improvements 

• Connection to water and sewer lines 

  Are You Eligible? 
• Do I own and occupy my home? 

•  Do I meet the income eligibility criteria 

presented in this brochure? 

•  Do I live within Kent County, outside of 

Grand Rapids or Wyoming? (Grand Rapids 

& Wyoming administer their own Housing 

Rehabilitation Programs) 

•  Is the home improvement I’m interested in 

necessary? 

Financing Types 
• Deferred Payment Loans a non-interest 

bearing loan, with no payback required unless 
the borrower sells or transfers title or 
discontinues residence in the dwelling. Payments 
may be made voluntarily on a Deferred Payment 
Loan. 

• Grants, homeowners who are income eligible 
and are also 62 years or older may be eligible for 
a grant to be used for accessibility 
improvements, hazard abatement and 
emergency repairs with partner agencies. 

Income Limits 

Number of Persons in 
Household 

Maximum Allowable 
Income 

1 $35,000 

2 $40,000 

3 $45,000 

4 $50,000 

5 $54,000 

6 $58,000 

7 $62,000 

8 $66,000 
 



NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Consider Approval of Resolutions for Tris4Health to close public 

streets for Triathlon on June 14, 2015 
 
Meeting Date: February 11, 2015 
  

Tris4Health would like to hold a triathlon event on Sunday, June 14, 2015.  While the 
majority of the event would take place in Ada Township to the east (Lowell Township, 
Ionia County); the running event of the triathlon will occur in Cascade. 

Tris4Health is offering 3 levels to complete in – the Sprint, Olympic and Half-Iron.  
The transition area is in Ada Township on Buttrick Avenue from Thornapple River Drive 
to Ada Park.  This area is where the competitors will begin and end each event.   

There is a change in the running route for 2015.  In the past, the runners who signed 
up for the Half Iron event would use Orange Ct. as their turn around point.  This year 
those Half Iron only runners will use Shagbark as part of their route.   

Attached are seven resolutions regarding road closures on Thornapple River Dr., 
Grachen, Mt Ash, Hurley, Peace Streets and Orange Ave and Shagbark from 4:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m.  

Maps (along with further information) are included in the packet for your review.  
Representatives from Tris4Health will be at the meeting to answer questions. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

GRAND RAPIDS  
TRIATHLON 

 JUNE 14, 2015  
Cascade Township, MI 

 

 
 

 
A portion of all proceeds will benefit: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids’ Food Basket is a force for "Attacking Childhood Hunger in 
greater Grand Rapids." We began over nine years ago by serving 
125 kids each school day through our Sack Supper program and 
now serve over 4,800 kids each day. Sack Suppers are evening 

meals that provide 1000 calories and five food groups—nutrition 
that’s critical to the development of kids’ brains and bodies. 



GRAND RAPIDS TRIATHLON 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 
Thank you for considering approval of the Grand Rapids 2015 Triathlon.  
 
 
Who we are – Tris4Health, LLC 
 
We are a group of triathletes who are passionate about growing our community healthy. The owners of Tris4Health, LLC are: Andrew 
Vidro (President) and Ann Vidro (Treasurer and Secretary). As we ourselves have progressed in the triathlon sport and as triathlon 
participation continues to hit all-time highs across the country, we felt it was time to bring a USAT Sanctioned Sprint, Olympic and Half-
Iron to Cascade and Ada MI. There are no other events at this caliber in the area. We feel this event will not only bring top athletes from 
across the country it will also encourage the beginner athlete to participate by providing training classes and mentors. 
 
 
What the Grand Rapids Triathlon is:  
 
This triathlon event is a chance for athletes of all skill levels to compete on a scenic riverside course, perfect for the novice through the 
seasoned triathlete. This USA Triathlon sanctioned event promises heart pounding excitement from start to the finish. We will offer 
three events: Sprint, Olympic and Half-Iron. In addition, there will be a kid’s triathlon. 
 

 
BENEFITS 

 
Give back to the community. A portion of all proceeds will be donated to: Kids Food Basket. Kids’ Food Basket is a force for 
"Attacking Childhood Hunger in greater Grand Rapids." We began over nine years ago by serving 125 kids each school day through 
our Sack Supper program and now serve over 4,800 kids each day. Sack Suppers are evening meals that provide 1000 calories and 
five food groups—nutrition that’s critical to the development of kids’ brains and bodies 
 
Be involved with one of the fastest growing sports in the country. The general excitement for the sport of triathlon received a 
boost of popularity when triathlon debuted at the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia. It is estimated that approximately 150,000 
people participate in multi-sport in the United States each year. And the numbers continue to grow! 
 
Positions Cascade/ Ada with a healthy lifestyle and lifelong fitness associated with swimming, biking and running. Like no 
other, the sports of swimming, biking and running embrace the concepts of maintaining a healthy and active lifestyle. You can often see 
participants at local races that range in age from 10-85 years old! All three sports require aerobic power, excellent endurance and 
tactical thinking.  
 

REQUEST 
 
We are requesting approval of the following: 

1.) To hold this annual event in the Cascade Township on June 14th, 2015 and for years to come.  
2.) Attached are maps of the course, suggested parking areas and street closings. The transition area will be the only area where 

the streets will need to be completely closed. The run and bike routes will be on the side of the road and will not require any 
re-routing of traffic.  

3.) Specific road closures and times: Run portion of the Triathlon 
a. Run: Thornapple River Drive closed  from Township line (north) to Cascade Rd. Hours of closure is from 4am to 6pm 
b. Run: Grachen St and Mountain Ash St from 4 am to 6pm 
c. Run Turnaround: Orange Ave SE closed from 4am to 6pm 
d. Run: Hurley St will be closed 4am to 6pm 
e. Run: Peace St will be closed 4am to 6pm 
f. Run: Shagbark Ave will be closed 4am to 6pm 

 
4.) We request a letter from the Township of Cascade stating the above has been approved. 

 
Tris4Health will have Cascade Township as an additional insured. We will also send out a mailer to all of the residents that live on the 
run course. One week prior to the race we will place 3 changeable message signs in Cascade and Ada.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

Andy Vidro 

Andy’s role with Tri4Health is President. 

Andy is responsible for handling the technical side of the race ensuring all details are followed and sanctioning rules are adhered to. He 
also oversees all operations of the race. 

Andy owns and operates Vidro Property Services LLC.  

Andy has always enjoyed organized sports, 5k’s, 10k’s and half-marathons. Since entering the triathlon world, he has taken home 
several wins in the Clydesdale Division.  

Ann Vidro, CPA 

Ann’s role with Tri4Health is Secretary and Treasurer.  

Ann has been a resident of West Michigan for over 20 years and is a consultant (and owner) in several small businesses in the Grand 
Rapids area. She enjoys giving back to the community in many ways including holding the position of Treasurer for Grand Rapids 
Initiative for Leaders and leading a weekly bible study group for women. 

Ann has been participating in organized races since 1996 and joined the triathlon world eight years ago.  

 

 



Helping to support: 
 



  
 
 
 
 Kids’ Food Basket is a force for "Attacking Childhood Hunger in greater 

GrandRapids." We began over nine years ago by serving 125 kids each 
school day through our Sack Supper program and now serve over 4,800 
kids each day. Sack Suppers are evening meals that provide 1000 calories 
and five food groups—nutrition that’s critical to the development of kids’ 
brains and bodies 

 



Grand Rapids Triathlon 
 

Ada / Cascade MI 
June 14, 2015 

Triathlon Participation, Growth Trends and Demographics 
(updated July 2010 from USAT Website) 

 
Triathlon participation in the United States is at an all-time high, following unprecedented growth over the 
past decade. USA Triathlon can easily track the surge through its membership numbers, which approached 

133,000 annual members in March 2010. To put that into perspective, annual membership hovered between 
15,000 and 21,000 from 1993-2000. 

 
At the end of 1999, annual membership stood at 19,060. Those numbers had more than doubled to 40,299 
by the end of 2002 and doubled again to 84,787 by the end of 2006. Much of the growth in 2006 could be 
owed to mandatory youth memberships, but adult memberships still soared at a 15 percent rate over the 

previous year. The growth during 2007 continued at close to a 16 percent rate, bringing membership to 
100,674. 

 
After rising to 107,231 at the end of 2008, annual membership jumped nearly 20 percent to 128,653 to close 

2009. 
 

Additionally, 312,489 one-day memberships to compete in USAT sanctioned events were purchased in 2009, 
growing from just over 100,000 in 2000. 

 



Grand Rapids Triathlon 
 

Cascade MI 
June 14, 2015 

 Cascade Township Road Closures 

Thornapple River Dr from Ada Township Line South to Cascade Rd 

•4am to 6pm 

Grachen St and Mountain Ash St  

•4am to 6pm 

Orange St from Cascade Rd North 

• 4am to 6pm 

Peace St , Hurley St, and Shagbark 

•4am to 6pm 

 

 

 
 
 



Grand Rapids Triathlon 
Race  Timeline  

 
 

• Notify Residents – Have race information in Township Newsletter to residents 
 

• Friday June 5, 2015– Setup  3 Changeable message signed on Thronapple River Dr - 2 and Buttrick Ave – 1  
 

• Transition Setup on June 13th at 6pm. Transition is on Buttrick Ave 
  
• Setup Road Closures signage on Run Course. Road Closure on Thornapple River Dr, Grachen St, Mountain Ash St  
 Orange, and Hurley at 4am on June 14th 

 
• Transition Area Opens – 5:15 – 7:45 am 
  Course Meeting @ 6:45 
  
• Race Start Times: 
  Half Iron – 7:00 am 
  Olympic – 7:45 am 
  Sprint –  8:30 am 
  
• Half Iron Cutoff Times:  
  Swim – 9:15 am 
  Bike – 12:00 pm 
  Run – 3:15 pm 
  
• Road Opens at 6:00 pm 

 



Athlete Drop Off 

Key 
Road Closure 
Traffic Direction 
Drop Off 
People Path 



Main Location for Race 

Key 
People Path 
Road Closed 
Finish line 
Hot Spot 



Transition Area and Finish line 

Sprint  

Olympic 

½ Iron 

Key 

Transition Fence 

Bike In/Out 
Run In/Out 
Finish Line 



Swim 
Sprint – 750 meters 

Olympic – 1500 meters 
½ Iron – 1.2 miles 

Sprint  

Olympic 

½ Iron 



Bike – Olympic and Sprint  
40K and 20K 

Bike - Start and Finish 

Bike Turn Around 

20K Bike 40K Bike 



Bike – ½ Iron 56 Miles 

Bike - Start and Finish 



Run – Olympic and Sprint  
10K 5K 

Sprint Turn Around 

Olympic Turn Around 

Run – Start and Finish 



Run – ½ Iron 13.1 Miles 
Double Loop 

Run - Start and Finish 

Run -Turn Around Points 



Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution  of 2015 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Grachen Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Grachen Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015   By        
       Ronald H. Goodyke    
       Township Clerk 
 

 

 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution  of 2015 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Mountain Ash Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 
p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Mountain Ash Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:   
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015  By         
      Ronald H. Goodyke     
      Township Clerk 
 

 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution  of 2015 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Hurley Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Hurley Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015  By         
      Ronald H. Goodyke     
      Township Clerk 
 

 



Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution  of 2015 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Peace Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Peace Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015  By         
      Ronald H. Goodyke     
      Township Clerk 
 

 

 



Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution  of 2015 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Orange Ave from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Orange Ave is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:   
NAYS:   
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015  By         
      Ronald H. Goodyke     
      Township Clerk 
 

 

 



Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution  of 2015 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves: 
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Thornapple River Drive from Cascade Rd. to Storeybook Ln 
from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Thornapple River Drive is a primary street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:   
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke    
       Township Clerk 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015  By         
       Ronald H. Goodyke    
       Township Clerk 
 
 

 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution  of 2015 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 14, 2015; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Shagbark Ave. from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Shagbark Ave is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 14, 2015 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:   
NAYS:   
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Ronald H. Goodyke 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 11th day of February, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: February 11, 2015  By         
      Ronald H. Goodyke     
      Township Clerk 
 
 
 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Consider Approval of Bid for the Museum Gardens Parks 

Renovation 
 
Meeting Date: February 11, 2015 
 
 

Cascade Township received bids on January 31, 2015 for the above referenced 
project.  Two bids were received for the project.  They are as follows: 

 APEX Contractors Inc: $289,293.11 
Katerberg Verhage, Inc. $312,270.00  

 
  
This work will be done this summer.  We left the start date somewhat flexible for the 

contractor.  The bid document stated that work must be completed in an 8-10 week 
window between April 1 and October 15, 2015.   

 
Pat Cornelisse of Cornelisse Design Associates reviewed the bids and is 

recommending the project be awarded to APEX Contractors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
January 30, 2015 
 
 
TO: Sandra Korhorn, Cascade Township 
 
RE:   Letter of Recommendation 
 Cascade Township Gateway Park Improvements 
 
Dear Sandra: 
 
We have reviewed the two bids that Cascade Township received for the above project.  They 
are as follows: 
 
APEX Contractors Inc: $289,293.11 
Katerberg Verhage, Inc. $312,270.00  
 
Both are good firms and would do a great job.  We are, however, recommending that you 
accept the low bidder, APEX Contractors, Inc of Dorr, Michigan.  We have worked with them 
before and are confident they can do the job.  
 
Should you have further questions regarding the bids, please give us a call. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Patricia Cornelisse, ASLA, LLA 
Cornelisse Design Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                      

                                                                            



 
 
 
 
Date:  February 11th, 2015      
To:  Supervisor Beahan & Cascade Township Board   
From:  Benjamin Swayze, Township Manager 
Subject: Kent County Drain Commission – Thornhills Drain Easement 
 
FACTS: 
In late 2013, the Township Board authorized and engineering services agreement with Fishbeck 
in order to design rehabilitation activities to the Thornapple Hills Drain. In 2014 the Township 
worked with Fishbeck and the Kent County Drain Commission to design proposed rehabilitation 
activities to the Drain. Through that process, the Kent County Drain Commission discovered 
that, while the drain is a County Drain under the jurisdiction of the Kent County Drain 
Commission, they did not have all the necessary easements for the drain. 
 
Preliminary design for the project has been completed, but it was determined that the project 
should not go forward until the needed easements are obtained. In all, there are 7 permanent 
easements that are needed, as well as two temporary grading easements if rehabilitation activities 
are to take place. 
 
An easement is required of Cascade Township for this project. The Township owns the land at 
the end of the drain, between the 666’ line and the beginning of the river (basically the last 
portion of land before the drain enters the river.) 
 
Attached for your review are: 

• Letter from the Kent County Drain Commission outlining the need for the easement. 
• Pictures of some of the areas in need of rehabilitation 
• Grant of Drainage Easement Document 
• Sketch of the Permanent Drain Easement 

  
ANALYSIS & CONCLUSIONS: 
The Thornapple Hills Drain has always been treated as a county drain, and it only recently came 
to light that the KCDC did not have all of the necessary easements for this County Drain. The 
Township only has this land because of our ownership of the dam, and has never utilized this 
land for a public purpose. The granting of the easement to the KCDC (along with the easements 
from the other property owners on the drainage course) will allow the Township to consider 
moving this project to a bidding phase with approval from the Township Board. 
 
The Infrastructure Committee will be reviewing the request at their meeting scheduled 2/9/15 
and a recommendation will be forwarded to the Township Board. 
  
 
 
 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
2865 Thornhills SE   Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-7140 



 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
Granting of the easement will involve no expenditures. The granting of the easement will 
technically be in consideration of $1.00 to be in compliance with state statutes. Drain 
rehabilitation alternatives and funding alternatives will be presented to the Township Board once 
the appropriate easements have been received. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
To approve the grant of drainage easement to the Kent County Drain Commission for the 
Township Property located in the Thornapple Hills Drain. 
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