
AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations/Public Comments (limit comments to 3 minutes) 

  
Article 5. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 
1.   Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 12/10/14. 
2.   Downtown Development Meeting Minutes of 10/21/14. 
3.   Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes of 11/11/14. 

  b. Education Requests 
 1.   Vince Milito – Mechanical Inspectors Spring Conference – 
Clare, Michigan – March 26-27, 2015. 
2.    Vince Milito – Code Officials 2015 Winter Conference – 
Lansing, Michigan – February, 3-4, 2015. 
3.     Firefighter Steven Drake – Medical Training – Rockford, 
Michigan – February 3, 2015. 
4.     Firefighter David Lintemuth – Medical Training – Rockford, 
Michigan – February 3, 2015. 

  c. Receive and File Various Reports 
   1.   Building Department Summary Report for 2014. 
   2.   Treasurer’s Department Report for November 2014. 
   3.   Fire Department Report for November 2014. 
  d. Receive and File Communications 
   1.   Comcast – re:  New Channels 
       
Article 6. Financial Actions  

a. Consider Approval of December, 2014 General/Special Funds. 
b. Consider Approval of December, 2014 Payables, Payroll and 

Transfers.   
 
  

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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Article 7. Unfinished Business  

 
Article 8. New Business    

 001-2015  Consider Plans for the Enhanced Intersection at  
    Thornapple River Dr. and Cascade Rd. 
 
 002-2015 Consider Plans for the Enhanced Intersection at  
   Cascade Rd. and 28th St. 
 
 003-2015 Consider Plans for the Mid-Block Crossing on Cascade 
   Rd. 
 
 004-2015 Consider Approval of Fireworks Delegation of  
   Authority Agreement. 
 
 005-2015 Consider Approval of Cascade Road Sewer Project –  
   Increase in Scope. 
 
 006-2015 Acceptance of Phase I and Consider Authorization of  
   Phase II of the Township Facility Master Plan. 
 

  007-2015 Consider Approval of Supervisor Appointments to  
    Various Boards and Commissions. 
  
Article 9. Public Comments on any other matters. (limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 10. Manager Comments 
 
Article 11.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 12. Adjournment 
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MEETING MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township  

Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors 
Tuesday, October 21, 2014 

5:30 P.M. 
Cascade Library - Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 
 
 
ARTICLE 1.          Call the Meeting to Order 
 
                             Chairman Huhn called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Members Present:  Rob Beahan, David Huhn, Diana Kingsland, Joanne Noto, 
  Paula Rowland, Steve Stephan, Jennifer Puplava, Rick Siegle, Kim Ridings 

Members Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Assistant to the Manager Sandra Korhorn, Township Engineer Mike 
Berrevoets                                                                    

   
ARTICLE 2.          Approve the Agenda 

                            
Motion was made by Member Puplava to approve the Agenda.  Support by Member 
Beahan.  Motion carried, 6-0.  

 
ARTICLE 3.          Approve the Minutes of the August 19, 2014 Meeting. Motion was made by Member  
 Beahan.  Support by Member Stephan.  Motion carried 6-0.                 
 
                                       
ARTICLE 4.          Discussion of Proposed 2015 Projects  
  

Assistant to the Manager Korhorn presented.  The DDA decided to move forward with 
the following projects in 2015.  They are: 

1. Enhanced Intersections at Thornapple River Dr/Cascade Rd. & Cascade 
Rd./28th St.  These include stamped concrete throughout the intersection, 
wider crosswalks, upgraded ADA ramps and mast arm traffic signals. 

2. Midblock Crossing 
3. Gateway project entering Village from the east (if the budget allows). 

 
Upon review of the budget, it does not allow us to complete the gateway project in 
2015.  We are also completing the 2014 projects in 2015 as well.  A decision needs to be 
made on the style of mast arms, the mid-block crossing and if we want any design in the 
middle of the intersection.  Mike Berrevoets, Township Engineer, presented the plans to 
the Board.   
 
Discussion followed regarding the design of the intersections.  The board decided they 
preferred wider crosswalks with some color contrast to the concrete, reuse or replace 
the bricks on the corners of the existing walks, and asked that we come back to the 
December meeting with 3 options for the intersection.   Those are plain concrete, tinted 
concrete or a medallion in the middle of the intersection.   
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The mid-block crossing was presented.  It has been shifted to the west (north) from the 
location in the Complete Streets plan.  Shifting it seems to have alleviated the concerns 
of the gas station (Citgo) owner regarding ingress and egress.  The DDA Board preferred 
this location over the initial location and would like to move forward with the project.   
 
Township Engineer Berrevoets presented some cut sheets for the mast arms.  The Board 
preferred the Valmont structures over the Union Metal structures.  More details will be 
presented at the next meeting.   
 
Motion was made by Member Beahan and supported by Member Puplava to proceed 
with the enhanced intersections and mid-block crossing as discussed.  Motion carried 
9-0 

                      
          
ARTICLE 5.          Discuss and Consider Charlevoix Dr. Tree Removal 
   

Assistant to the Manager Korhorn stated that a property owner in Centennial Park has 
notified the Township that some of the trees along Charlevoix Drive have died or are 
dying.  The Township contacted the Road Commission regarding the removal of the 
trees.  The Road Commission indicated that if they removed all the trees, the Township 
would not be allowed to plant any replacement trees.  If the Township removes the 
trees we would be able to replace some of the trees, however, the Township will have 
to discuss with the Road Commission the future responsibility of those trees and who 
would maintain those trees and/or remove those trees in the future.    
 
At the August meeting, the DDA Board requested staff provide some quotes for the tree 
removal.  Bartlett and H.A. Irish did take a look at the trees and provided quotes for 
removal.   
  
After review of the quotes and discussion, it was decided to move forward with H.A. 
Irish for the removal in the fall, after all the leaves are down.  Staff will work on a 
replanting plan for the area in the winter.   
 

  Motion by Member Beahan to go move forward with H.A. Irish for tree removal this  
  Fall.  Support by Member Puplava.  Motion carried 8-1 

 
 

ARTICLE 6. Discuss and Consider Streetlight Pole Painting 
   

Assistant to the Manager Korhorn states that the streetlight poles in the village are close 
to 20 years old.  Many are faded and the paint is peeling or chipping.  Township 
Engineer Berrevoets contacted a company that paints streetlights and they indicated 
the cost would be approximately $80-$100 per light pole.  The price difference would 
depend on the type of paint and process we decide to use.  The lower cost is more along 
the lines of a 10 year repair and the higher cost is more along the lines of a 20 year 
painting job.   
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Assistant to the Manager Korhorn also indicated that the price does not include the 
cleaning of the fixtures.  They are able to provide that service however.  The Township 
Buildings and Grounds Dept. does not have the equipment needed for the job so this 
work would have to be hired out.   
 
Discussion followed regarding the paint process and cleaning of the fixtures.   
 
Motion by Member Puplava to move forward with the painting (20 year job) and 
cleaning of the fixtures.   Support by Member Kingsland.  Motion carried 9-0.   

 
ARTICLE 7. Consider 2015 Meeting Schedule 
 

Assistant to the Manager Korhorn attached a tentative meeting schedule for 2015.  This 
schedule shows a meeting scheduled for each month.   
 
Motion by Beahan to approve the 2015 meeting schedule as presented.  Support by 
Stephan.  Motion carried 9-0.   

 
ARTICLE 8. Any Other Business 

a). Museum Gardens Holiday Lighting – A couple quotes were received for the museum 
gardens lighting project.  AAA Lawn Care will be hanging lights on the museum roofline 
and pillars.   
b). Update on Planning Activities – Assistant to the Manager Korhorn provided an 
update to the DDA Board on new projects throughout the district. 
c). December Special Meeting – The special meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 
2 at 4:30 p.m. at the Wisner Center.   
 
 

ARTICLE 9. Adjournment 
 

 
Member Puplava made a motion to adjourn.   Support by Member Siegle.         
Motion carried 9-0.  Meeting Adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

                              
Diana Kingsland, Secretary  

                             Ann Seykora, Planning Administrative Assistant 
  Debra W. Groendyk, Planning Administrative Assistant   

Cascade Charter Township - DDA Minutes – August 19, 2014 Page 3 
 



ZONING MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 

Tuesday, November 11, 2014 
7:00 P.M. 

Cascade Library Wisner Center 
2870 Jackson Avenue SE 

 
ARTICLE 1.         Chairman Casey called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Berra, Casey, Hammond, McDonald, Neal  
 Members Absent: None 

Others Present:  Community Development Director Steve Director Peterson and those 
listed on the sign in sheet. 

 
ARTICLE 2.          Chairman Casey led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.           
 
ARTICLE 3.          Approve the Agenda. 
                                                          

Motion made to approve the Agenda as printed by Member McDonald.  Support by 
Member Hammond.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
ARTICLE 4.          Approve the Minutes of the October 14, 2014 Meeting. 
                               

Motion made by Member McDonald to approve the Minutes of the October 14, 2014 
Meeting as written.  Support by Member Berra.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  

ARTICLE 5.          Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
 No visitors present wished to speak to non-agenda items. 
 
ARTICLE 6.          Case #14-3218   Redwood Living  -  WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT 
                             Public Hearing                              
                             Property Address:  5925 28th Street 

Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting approval to allow the placement of a 
temporary sales office off-premises at 5925 28th Street. 

 
ARTICLE 7. Case #14-3212  Lance Korhorn 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address 3480 Buttrick Avenue 

Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a variance to allow a second accessory 
building on a property with less than 3 acres. 
 
Community Development Director Peterson introduced the case by reviewing the map.  
The site is on Buttrick Avenue just north of 36th street by Golf Ridge Golf Course.  This 
house has a large barn and detached garage with two (2) other structures.  One is a 
small structure and the other is a larger accessory building.  The property itself is 2½ 
acres.  In 2011 they received a Special Use Permit to move a building from Burton Park 
to this location.  At the time they received a Special Use Permit they indicated they 
would be removing the small building.  The Township only allows one accessory building 
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for properties under three (3) acres.  Everyone is allowed to have an attached or 
detached garage.  Since they don’t have an attached garage the Township counts the 
first larger building (barn) as their garage.  Because the site is under three (3) acres they 
can have only one (1) accessory building.  That was intended to be the larger building 
which they moved from the park and the small building was going to be removed.  
They’ve since decided they’d like to keep that small building and they’re here to seek a 
variance in order to do that.     
 
There’s nothing unique to this property that would warrant a variance or exception.  My 
biggest concern is that a variance here would lead others to seek a variance when there 
are no special circumstances to warrant it and to possibly encourage the amendment to 
our ordinance to alter how we account for accessory buildings on residential properties.  
I recommend against granting the variance. 
 
Member McDonald asked how large the accessory building is that was supposed to be 
removed.  Director Peterson stated that the building is approximately 10x20 or 200 sq. 
ft.   
 
Chairman Casey asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
Lance Korhorn, 3480 Buttrick, came forward as the Applicant.  The Applicant stated the 
building that is left is a former chicken coop that matches the building that was moved 
onto the property and it fits into the elements.  
 
Member McDonald asked the Applicant how tall the structure was.  The Applicant 
stated that the building is 6-7 feet tall and is 9’x16’.   
 
Member Hammond asked the Applicant if the building could be moved.  The Applicant 
stated the building is a block foundation and is not supported enough to be moved.  
Member Hammond asked why the building had not been removed.  The Applicant 
stated that currently the structure is being used as a dog house. 
 
Chairman Casey stated the building has a modern front and didn’t look like a chicken 
coop from the road.  The Applicant stated he had modernized the front. 
 
Member Hammond made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Support from 
Member Berra.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
No one wished to speak on the case. 
 
Member McDonald made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Support from Member 
Hammond.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Member McDonald stated that this is a difficult situation because we don’t like to set a 
precedent that may force a change to the ordinance.  We’re looking for an exception or 
uniqueness in a situation to justify the variance.  The size of the 9x16 building makes it 
much easier to understand the situation as it’s a very small structure. 
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Chairman Casey stated at your original request, in 2011, you specifically stated you were 
going to remove the structure.  Now several years later you’re here stating you want to 
keep the structure.  Have you had any conversations with the Township in the interim 
regarding keeping the structure rather than removing it as agreed to originally.  The 
Applicant stated there had been no communication.    Chairman Casey asked if there 
were any other alternatives to the variance regarding the structure.    The fact is if we 
approve it we’re going to have other residents come forward based on the size of the 
acreage requesting similar variances and this building should have been torn down 
before this date.   
 
Member Hammond stated he was siding with Staff at this point because there is no 
compelling case and we have to look at the ordinance and the future.  The Applicant 
stated that his job is 24 hours and he needs the security for his animals while he is at 
work.  Chairman Casey stated he understood the Applicant’s concerns but the structure 
is what the Township is concerned with, not necessarily the use of the building.  We are 
faced with a double precedent in that the building was already supposed to be removed 
as a condition of your last appeal and now you want to keep the building with a new 
variance.  Member McDonald stated that logically it’s pretty cut and dried and easy to 
deny.  On the other hand, the building is 9x16 and 6-7’ high which is pretty short.  
Because of the size, low profile, age (being on the property for the last 80 years), are 
those exceptional enough conditions without any complaints from the neighbors.  
Chairman Casey stated that on the 2011 application it was agreed to take the smaller 
building down.  Member McDonald wondered if the Applicant could attach this building 
to the barn.  Chairman Casey said if that was possible that would be an option.  Member 
Hammond stated we just approved a similar case where the Applicant combined two 
buildings.  Member Hammond stated the letter of the law stipulates you can’t have two 
(2) buildings on the site and there’s a prior agreement in place to remove one of the 
buildings.  At the same time we don’t want to open ourselves to similar situations in 
how we rule on this.  Chairman Casey stated in previous cases, when a new owner 
wants to use the property differently or a building was not torn down, it leads to 
complications for the new owner and the Township. 
 
Member Hammond stated this case could be tabled while the Applicant explores some 
other options and then appears in front of the commission at a later date.   
 
Member McDonald asked the Applicant if he’s able to acquire more property. The 
Applicant stated he can’t because it’s been sold to the golf course.  Member Hammond 
asked the Applicant what the other building is used for.  The Applicant stated the large 
barn is used for storage and the building isn’t weather tight.  Member McDonald asked 
how difficult it would be to move the shed over to the barn to combine the two.  The 
Applicant asked if there was a distance requirement whereby he could create a hallway 
from one building to the other.  Director Peterson stated there is no distance 
requirement but it has to be done to meet the building code.  Member McDonald wants 
to know if the Commission is making the Applicant go through unnatural acts to meet 
the Ordinance that would look worse than leaving it as it is.  Director Peterson stated 
that with combining the buildings they wouldn’t need a variance, whether they move a 
building or attach an addition to the existing one.  Chairman Casey stated the Applicant 
could either pick up and move the building or build an attachment to his barn and take 
down the smaller structure.  The Applicant asked the maximum size his doghouse could 
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be.  Director Peterson stated the Township doesn’t have a maximum size for a building, 
but they do regulate the number of accessory buildings allowed on a property.  The size 
of building dictates the process an Applicant has to go through.     
 
Member Hammond made a motion for Case #14-3212, 3480 Buttrick Avenue that the 
Applicant’s request for a variance to maintain the second accessory building be 
denied.  Second by Member Berra.  Motion passed.  5-0. 
 

ARTICLE 8.  Case #14-3215  Jeremy Penninga 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  4932 Streamside Pointe 

Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a variance to construct a new accessory 
building in the front yard.   
 
Director Peterson introduced the case by stating this is a small development off from 
Whitneyville Avenue around 48th Street on a small residential street.  The property is a 
little over 4 acres.  This property is vacant and they would like to build an accessory 
building in the front yard just a bit in front of the house.  The Township requires 
accessory buildings to be either on the side or in the rear of the house.  This property 
has a ravine in the backyard and falls off into a stream.  There’s no ability to go back or 
south on this property.  Because this is a vacant piece of property Director Peterson 
feels there’s options to re-configure the building plan in order to put the home in front 
of the accessory building.  The Applicant could flip the buildings or move the house up a 
little so that’s it’s even with the accessory building and then this wouldn’t be an issue. 
They may have to obtain a Special Use Permit from the Planning Commission if the 
building is over 832 sq. ft.  Director Peterson is recommending the variance be denied 
even though there are certain situations with the property that are constraining.    
 
Member Hammond asked Director Peterson what side yard setback issues there are 
with regard to this property.  Director Peterson stated the Township requires 25’ on the 
sides with no one side being less than 10’.  The Applicant’s plans show a 65’ setback on 
the side so there’s no issue regarding setbacks.  Director Peterson stated the site 
restraints are the ravine and the location of the septic system. 
 
Chairman Casey asked Director Peterson if his position was because nothing has been 
formulated or built that there are opportunities at this stage.  Director Peterson stated 
because the house isn’t constructed yet there’s an opportunity of not granting a 
variance if there’s some other reasonable alternatives.     
 
Jeremy Penninga of 4932 Streamside Point came forward as the Applicant.  He stated 
his family has outgrown their existing home and bought this lot and lot 1 in 2010.  They 
had an addendum made by Streamside Pointe Association before they bought the lot to 
allow them to have a storage building in this location knowing that seeing the property 
and the lay of the land what best fits the property site.  The Applicant keeps his boat, 
ATV, lawn equipment, gardening tools, etc. stored in the building.  This would allow him 
to park 3 cars in the proposed garage along with the toys of his three (3) children.  
When planning the new lot layout with his architect they faced quite a few challenges 
with the 40’ drop on the property where the cliff drops to the stream.  The Applicant 
stated there were many challenges to the property but they were able to maintain and 
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preserve the multiple grades and trees on this property using this site plan.  The plan 
has a walk-out basement to avoid excavation.  He stated they’ll have to dig into a 
crevice for the garage.  The Applicant spoke with all the neighbors that surround his 
property and they have all approved and signed off on the location of this storage 
building in a document which he showed the commissioners.  The Applicant stated this 
was his family’s dream home, property, and location and would greatly appreciate 
approval of this variance.   
 
Member McDonald asked the Applicant if his architect was aware of the Township’s 
concerns regarding the placement of this building and would he comply with re-
arranging the building to comply with the Township’s requirements.  The Applicant 
stated that after looking at several plans there could be some re-arranging.  With the 
steep hill on the property there are a couple of 100 year old oak trees they’re trying to 
save.  Both the architect and the Applicant are also trying to save a grove of white pine 
trees in front of the house which they hope to use as a natural screen from the road.  
The Applicant stated they could flip the house and storage building but then they would 
have to take a large portion of the hill out, the oak trees, and a portion of the white pine 
trees.   
 
Member Berra asked the Applicant if that was the only other option.  The Applicant 
stated the architect felt that it was.  The Applicant stated they’d be willing to flip the 
house and storage building and take out the trees and a portion of the hill if the 
variance wasn’t granted.   
 
Member Hammond asked the Applicant if the soil conditions dictated where the septic 
has to be built.  The Applicant stated a company came out and sampled soil in back of 
and in front of the house.  Where the septic is proposed to be on the current plans they 
can use existing soil.   
 
Member McDonald asked the Applicant how many homeowners were in the Streamside 
Pointe Association.  The Applicant stated currently there are two and his home will be 
the third.  There are several other neighbors who aren’t in the association that have 
signed his document.  Member Hammond also asked the Applicant for clarification on 
where the road/driveway was exactly and how large the building is.  The Applicant 
stated the building would be 828 sq.  He stated they’d planned on a bigger building but 
in talking with Director Peterson downsized it in order to be under 832 sq.   
 
Member Hammond made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Support by Member 
McDonald.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 
Director Peterson stated he hadn’t received any comments from the public.   
 
Chairman Casey asked for comments from the audience.   
 
Mr. Aaron Smith of 4941 Whitneyville Avenue SE, stated his house is directly across 
from Streamside Point.  Mr. Smith is not concerned with where the building is, but 
rather, the view of the building from his living room window.  He showed the 
commissioners a picture he had taken which shows, he believes, the proposed location 
of both the house and the accessory building.  He’s concerned about the natural screen 
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of white pine trees.  If they remain they would provide a natural block so he wouldn’t 
see the building in the Applicant’s front yard from his living room window.   
 
Member Hammond asked Mr. Penninga if that was feasible.  Mr. Penninga stated it was. 
The only issue he has is whether the accessory building is in the front yard or the side 
yard.       
 
Director Peterson stated Streamside Pointe is a small new private street that comes off 
from Whitneyville Avenue.  Mr. Smith stated he now looks straight out at Mr. 
Penninga’s driveway and if the natural screen of white pine trees has to come down he 
would like to see a natural barrier planted.  Then in the future if he wants to sell his 
property there’s a natural buffer that shields his view of the accessory building from his 
living room window.   
 
Member McDonald stated it looks like from the plans of the proposed house and 
accessory building it wouldn’t take much, if the topography were different, for the 
Applicant to move the accessory building back.  Then he’d be in compliance but the 
accessory building would still be viewable by the neighbor.  Director Peterson stated this 
is correct.  The Applicant is in compliance.  There’s the potential for the other lot to be 
developed so a buffer zone is not necessarily going to change anything.  Member 
McDonald stated that no matter what there will be a house or a shed in your view and it 
would still be in compliance.  Mr. Smith stated that he was concerned with the size of 
the building.  The Applicant stated the building will be 828 sq. ft. or 34’ x 24’.  Member 
McDonald asked if the structure was going to match the home that’s being built.  The 
Applicant stated the building is designed to look exactly like the house and to fit into the 
surrounding area. 
 
Member McDonald made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Support by Member 
Hammond.  Motion carried.  5-0. 
 
Member McDonald stated it appeared the distance they would have to move the house 
up in order to be in compliance is minimal.  I see there are topography issues and that 
the neighborhood and association approve.   No matter what there will be a visibility 
issue for Mr. Smith.  The Applicant stated he has plans to put in 14-15 large pines to 
screen the area.  Member McDonald stated he would rather grant the variance because 
this is a very thought out plan than remove the large oak trees and cut into the hill.  The 
topography issue moves me to approve the variance with the agreement the Applicant 
plant a tree screen.  Chairman Casey stated that oak trees are very susceptible to 
construction and they may not be able to be saved anyway.  The Applicant stated he’s 
been in contact with a nursery in order to save the trees.   
 
Member Berra asked if the architect had looked into moving the accessory building or 
house to be in compliance.  The Applicant stated they did look at moving the house but 
the septic field didn’t test out.  If the accessory building is moved it would have 40’ 
drops on either side within 30’ of the structure.  Member Berra asked Director Peterson 
if there were any other options.  Director Peterson stated the house would have to be 
reconfigured or the septic field would have to be a distance from the house.  The 
options are not very viable without redesign. 
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Member McDonald stated this is a well thought out plan.  There are septic issues, 
topography issues, the neighbors are in agreement and I think they’ve done their 
homework.   
 
Member McDonald made a motion to approve the variance based on the 
topographical issues, the approval from the association and the neighbors, and 
because it will save the trees with the stipulation that the Applicant plant the line of 
14-15 pine trees along the west property line to screen the structure per the neighbor.  
Member Berra supported the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Member Hammond stated for the record the only reason he voted “yes” on this 
variance was because of the extenuating circumstances of this property site. 

 
ARTICLE 9. Any other business. 
 
 There was no new business. 
 
ARTICLE 10. Adjournment 
 

Motion by Member McDonald to adjourn the meeting.  Support by Member 
Hammond.  Motion Passed 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Cousins, Secretary 
 
Ann Seykora/Debra Groendyk 
Planning Administrative Assistant 
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NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  

SUBJECT:  Review and Consider Plans for the Enhanced Intersection at  
   Thornapple River Dr. and Cascade Rd. 
 
Meeting Date:  January 14, 2015 

 

Mike Berrevoets will be at the meeting with plans for the enhanced intersection at 
Thornapple River Dr. and Cascade Rd.  There will be discussion on traffic signal plans, concrete 
intersection colors/tints and traffic movements throughout the area during construction.   

If you recall, the purpose of this project is to accomplish some of the goals in the DDA Plan 
as well as the Complete Streets Plan.  Those goals include enhancing the Village to make it 
welcoming and a destination for shoppers, make it pedestrian friendly, provide 
activities/destinations for people of all ages, including children and seniors, create public 
gathering areas and improve traffic flow and traffic safety. 

The DDA board voted to have wider crosswalks with some color contrast to the concrete, 
reuse or replace the bricks on the corners of the existing walks and opted to do a tinted 
concrete intersection in lieu of a stamped concrete intersection.     

Wade Trim is working with FTCH on the traffic signals and they looked into mast arms and 
there is nothing that matches our Lumec lights.  The DDA decided to move forward with the 
Valmont structure, Huntington series mast arms.   

Mike and I met with the Kent County Road Commission and they were positive about this 
improvement.   

 
The DDA Board made a favorable recommendation on this project to the Township Board to 

proceed with the plans.  The Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) has reviewed the plan.  
 

If this project is approved, the bid specs will go out in February with construction beginning 
after school gets out in June.   

 

 





NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  

SUBJECT:  Review and Consider Plans for the Enhanced Intersection at  
Cascade Rd. and 28th St. 

 
Meeting Date:  January 14, 2015 

 

Mike Berrevoets will be at the meeting with plans for the enhanced intersection at Cascade 
Rd. & 28th Street.  There will be discussion on traffic signal plans, concrete intersection 
colors/tints and traffic movements throughout the area during construction.   

If you recall, the purpose of this project is to accomplish some of the goals in the DDA Plan 
as well as the Complete Streets Plan.  Those goals include enhancing the Village to make it 
welcoming and a destination for shoppers, make it pedestrian friendly, provide 
activities/destinations for people of all ages, including children and seniors, create public 
gathering areas and improve traffic flow and traffic safety. 

The DDA board voted to have wider crosswalks with some color contrast to the concrete, 
reuse or replace the bricks on the corners of the existing walks and opted to do a tinted 
concrete intersection in lieu of a stamped concrete intersection.     

Wade Trim is working with FTCH on the traffic signals and they looked into mast arms and 
there is nothing that matches our Lumec lights.  The DDA decided to move forward with the 
Valmont structure, Huntington series mast arms.   

Mike and I met with the Kent County Road Commission and they were positive about this 
improvement.   

 
The DDA Board made a favorable recommendation on this project to the Township Board to 

proceed with the plans.  The Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) has reviewed the plan.  
 

If this project is approved, the bid specs will go out in February with construction beginning 
after school gets out in June.   

 

 





NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  

SUBJECT:  Review and Consider Plans for the Mid-Block Crossing 
 
Meeting Date:  January 14, 2015 

 

 
Mike Berrevoets will be at the meeting with plans for the mid-block crossing.  If you recall, 

the purpose of this project is to accomplish some of the goals in the DDA Plan as well as the 
Complete Streets Plan.  Those goals include enhancing the Village to make it welcoming and a 
destination for shoppers, make it pedestrian friendly, provide activities/destinations for people 
of all ages, including children and seniors, create public gathering areas and improve traffic flow 
and traffic safety. 

The mid-block crossing has been shifted to the west (north) from the location in the 
Complete Streets plan.  By doing this, we have alleviated the concerns of the gas station 
regarding ingress and egress. There was discussion about making the north curb cub smaller to 
alleviate the cars turning into the gas station at high speeds, but the gas station has indicated 
that will impede the ability of their delivery vehicles entering at that curb cut.   Due to this 
concern, the DDA voted to keep the curb cut as is.   

Mike and I met with the Kent County Road Commission and they were positive about this 
improvement.  They will have to approve any type of landscape or vertical element inside the 
crossing.  They indicated they would likely approve landscape similar to what we have placed in 
the median on 28th St. near Meijer.   

The DDA Board made a favorable recommendation on this project to the Township Board to 
proceed with the plans.  The Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) has reviewed the plan. 

If this project is approved, the bid specs will go out in February with construction beginning 
after school gets out in June.   
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NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director   
Subject: Consider Supervisor Appointments to the Downtown Development 

Authority (DDA)  
 
Meeting Date: January 14, 2105 
 

The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has one vacancy it needs to fill.  Joann 
Noto’s 3rd term on the DDA Board expired in December. Rob contacted her and she 
indicated if we had someone in mind, we could move forward and replace her.   

Matt Smith is a Cascade resident and a business owner.  He owns the recently approved 
Pit Stop BBQ and Catering that is located in a unit in the D&W Center.  He is interested in 
sitting on the DDA Board.  I have attached a “resume” from him.  I believe Matt will be a 
great addition to the board.   

Kim Ridings is a new DDA Board member who was appointed in September, 2014 to fill 
the unexpired term of Kirt Ojala.  That term expired December 31, 2014 and Kim will need 
to be reappointed as a board member.  Kim has attended 2 meetings and has been a great 
addition to the DDA.   

Staff recommends the appointment of Matt and reappointment of Kim to the DDA 
Board.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hi Sandra, 
 
Thank you for considering me for a position on the DDA Board….I think I would be a good addition to the 
Group. 
 
Here is a quick "resume"….. 
 
I Graduation from Catholic Central in 1988 and Aquinas College in 1992 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Science and Business Administration (fancy words for Business Degree). 
 
Since 1993 I have been in Business to Business Corporate Sales …selling anything from perishable 
tooling, pieces and parts to Hi Tech robotics to the automotive industry. 
 
I have sold direct to Ford, Chrysler and GM and worked with companies with 2 employees. 
 
Working for companies like AT&T and Alltel I learned a ton about the ever changing communications 
and technologies that go with that…..as well as worked for Reid Supply, THK International and Applied 
Handling.   
All of those companies sold industrial products in one way shape or form.  Two of them considered small 
business and one is an internationally renowned Global Leader in robotics and linear motion. 
 
One of my best qualities is being extremely honest and treat others like I want to be treated and work 
well with all walks of life. 
 
Through the years I have sold to the guy who sweeps the floor, the men who manage the floor and even 
the guys who paid for the floor. 
 
I have lived in Cascade Since October 13, 2003……and have loved every second of it.  My kids both go to 
Pine Ridge (2nd and 4th grade) and will stay in the FCPS School System. 
 
Sticking up for the underdog is something I have been taught since birth and having a son with Cerebral 
Palsy has opened my eyes to anyone with special needs and sticking up for their rights. 
 
That is a pretty quick "nutshell resume" in a 5 minute email…….I really am honored to be considered to 
join your group…..now I have to get back to the BBQ.  6 more corporate Christmas parties tomorrow. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matt Smith 
Pit Stop Catering 
 
http://www.facebook.com/pitstopcater 
http://www.pitstopcateringgr.com 
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