
AGENDA 
Cascade Charter Township 

Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors 
January 20, 2015 

5:30 p.m. 
Cascade Library Wisner Center  

2870 Jacksmith Ave. SE 
 
 

ARTICLE      1.  Call the Meeting to Order 
Record the Attendance 
 

 
ARTICLE      2.  Approval of the Agenda 

 
 
ARTICLE      3.  Approval of the Minutes of December 2, 2014 Meeting 
 
 
ARTICLE      4.  Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda     
  items (Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker) 
 
 
ARTICLE    5.  Discuss the Various DDA Development Improvement Areas   
 
 
ARTICLE      6.  Discuss the Street Signage for the Intersection Projects  
 
 
ARTICLE      7.   Election of Officers  
 
 
ARTICLE      8.  Any Other Business 

a. Contact List for Board Members 
b. Update on Planning Activities 
 

 
ARTICLE   9.   Adjournment 

 
 

Please call 949-1500 or email me at 
 sandra@cascadetwp.com if you cannot attend 

mailto:sandra@cascadetwp.com


MEETING MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township  

Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors 
Tuesday, December 02, 2014 

4:30 P.M. 
Cascade Library - Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 
 
ARTICLE 1.          Call the Meeting to Order 
 
                             Chairman Puplava called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Members Present:  Rob Beahan, Diana Kingsland, Jennifer Puplava, Kim Ridings 
  Paula Rowland, Steve Stephan 

Members Absent:  David Huhn, Joanne Noto, Rick Siegle (excused) 
Others Present:  Assistant to the Manager Sandra Korhorn, Township Engineer Mike 
Berrevoets                                                                                        

   
ARTICLE 2.          Approve the Agenda 

                            
Motion was made by Member Kingsland to approve the Agenda.  Support by Member 
Stephan.  Motion carried, 5-0.  

 
ARTICLE 3.          Approve the Minutes of the October 21, 2014 Meeting                        
 

Motion was made by Member Rowland to approve the minutes of the October 21, 
2014 Meeting.  Support by Member Kingsland.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

                                       
ARTICLE 4.          Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items. (Comments are  
 limited to five minutes per speaker) 
                  
 Member Beahan arrived. 
          
ARTICLE 5.          Review and Consider Plans for the Enhanced Intersection at Cascade Road and 28th  

Street including discussion on traffic signal plans, concrete tints and traffic movements 
during construction. 

   
Assistant to the Manager Korhorn presented Articles 5, 6 and 7.   At the October 
meeting it was decided to go with wider crosswalks with color contrast to the concrete, 
reuse or replace the bricks at the corners and to have three options for the 
intersections.  The options are:  plain concrete, tinted concrete or a medallion in the 
middle.  After talking it over, it was decided that a medallion would be difficult to pour 
and to match due to the staging of the project.  Staff is recommending that we use a 
tinted concrete throughout the intersection without the stamping.  It will still make the 
intersection pop and give it a gateway feel that we are looking for.  In looking into mast 
arms, there is nothing that matches our Lumec lights.  We had some options at the 
October meeting that are in the packet and we can hopefully come to a consensus on 
the project.   The Road Commission was positive on the projects and gave their nod of 
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approval.  I am looking for a recommendation to the Township Board for these three 
projects so that it can go out to bid in February. 
 
Mike Berrevoets, Township Engineer presented.  One item that is driving this whole 
project is traffic.  During the project traffic disruption will be kept to a minimum and 
thru traffic must be maintained over the river.   A timeline was presented for the project 
duration and traffic adjustments.    
 
Discussion followed regarding running the projects concurrently to limit disruptions to 
traffic flow and to reduce impact on businesses.   Also discussed:  Concrete tinting color 
and lighting options.  The Board decided to have Pat Cornelisse of Cornelisse Designs 
pick a color palette for the project and revisit the color options in January.   

 
Motion by Member Rowland to approve the plans for the Enhanced Intersection at 
Cascade Road and 28th Street.  Support by Member Beahan.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 

ARTICLE 6. Review and Consider Plans for the Enhanced Intersection at Thornapple River Drive  
and Cascade Road, including discussion on traffic signal plans, concrete tints and 
traffic movements during construction. 

 
Mike Berrevoets stated that at the intersection of Thornapple River Drive and Cascade 
Road the streetlights would be removed and lights will be mounted on the mast arm to 
reduce the number of light poles at the intersection.    
 
Discussion followed regarding the design of the mast arms and lighting.   
 
Motion by Member Rowland to approve the Enhanced Intersection at Thornapple 
River Drive and Cascade Road.  Support by Member Kingsland.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 
ARTICLE 7. Review and Consider Plans for the Mid-Block Crossing. 
 

Assistant to the Manager Korhorn presented.  After discussion with the gas station 
owner, the Mid-Block crossing was shifted to alleviate his concerns.   This will not 
impede his customer’s ability to enter/exit the business.  We shored up the curb cut to 
try to limit the speed at the entrances.  This could present a problem to delivery 
vehicles.  The Board will have to decide if we want to approve the shored up curb cut.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the adjustment to traffic regarding the curb cuts.       
 
Motion by Member Beahan to approve the Plans for the Mid-Block Crossing with the 
curb cut into the gas station remaining at the same angle it is at the present time.  
Support by Member Stephan.  Motion carried 6-0.     

 
 

ARTICLE 8. Any Other Business 
a) Update on Planning Activities – Assistant to the Manager Korhorn provided an 

update to the DDA Board on new projects throughout the district. 
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b) Next Meeting – Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 5:30 PM 
 

ARTICLE 9.       Adjournment 
 

Member Rowland made a motion to adjourn.   Support by Member Kingsland.         
Motion carried 6-0.  Meeting Adjourned at 5:35 PM  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

                              
Diana Kingsland, Secretary  

                             Ann Seykora, Planning Administrative Assistant 
  Debra W. Groendyk, Planning Administrative Assistant   
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NEW BUSINESS 

DDA MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Township DDA Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  

Subject: Discuss the Various DDA Development Improvement Areas  
Meeting Date:  January 20, 2015 
 

If you recall, when we developed the DDA Plan, the DDA was divided into 4 
development areas.   They are: the Village Area, the 28th Street Corridor, the 
Interchange Area and Centennial Park.  These four improvement areas vary with 
different zoning districts, uses allowed, lot sizes, etc.   

When we were discussing Community Enhancement Projects, the concept of way 
finding came up, as well as signage and lighting.  There was discussion about the 
Cascade signs being placed in each improvement area and possibly having different 
lighting colors in each improvement area as well.   

I want to do a little brainstorming and see if we can develop some “identities” for 
each improvement district.  For example, I think the easy one is “The Village”.  I believe 
when someone talks about “The Village” or “Cascade Village”, we know what area they 
are referring to. 

I think this topic is a valuable one to discuss.   

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

DDA MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Township DDA Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  

Subject: Discuss the Street Signage for the Intersection Projects   
Meeting Date:  January 20, 2015 
 

Wade Trim has been working with FTCH on the traffic signals for the intersection 
projects.  It was brought to my attention that we can place illuminated street signs on 
the mast arm poles.  This was not part of the original scope of the project, but can be 
added if the DDA desires.  The sidewalk lights would conflict with the signs, so we may 
need to omit the double sidewalk lights on the poles that have the illuminated street 
signs.   

The internally illuminated street name signs are LED, and come in lengths of 6 feet 
or 8 feet (depending on the length of the road name).  There are typically 4 signs per 
intersection (one on each mast arm).  At the 28th Street intersection, we could probably 
use 3 signs, and not have one for the retail center/private drive. 
 

The signs can be customized is by adding a city/township logo on the side, or the 
city/township name underneath the road name.   

 
The signs cost about $3,500 each.     
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NEW BUSINESS 

DDA MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Township DDA Board 
From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director 

Subject: Election of Officers 
Meeting Date:  January 20, 2015 
 

It is time to elect officers for the DDA for 2015.  The Board needs to vote on the 
following positions: Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.  Currently, David Huhn serves at 
the Chairman; Jennifer Puplava serves as the Vice Chair and Diana Kingsland as the 
secretary.   

 


	Please call 949-1500 or email me at
	sandra@cascadetwp.com if you cannot attend



