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Tax Payment Information
Available on the Web

With the IRS income tax filing deadline ap-
proaching, our taxpayers may need to verify the
amount of property tax paid in 20605. For their
convenience, this information is availabie thru

a link on the Township’s website. The {ink will
connect them to our software provider, BS&A,
for information on property taxes and assessing
information.

Instructions for our web site are:
www.cascadetwp.com

Departments

Treasurer's Department

Tax & Assessing information

Click on the link 10 BS&A

R el N -

On the left side of the screen click Current
Tax Search

&

Enter your parcel number, name {last name
only} or address

€} ik Search bution at the bottom of the
screen

3} Scroll down for tax year/season; Amount
Paid & Date Paid

€} if you want more detailed information, click

on the plus sign

€} Onthe left side of the screen is Property
Information. Click one of the other buttons
for more information on your property.

if you have not paid your 2005 real estate prop-
erty taxes, we can no longer accept payment at
the Township. Piease contact the Kent County
Treasurer’s Office at 616-632-7500 for the amount
due.

BOARD SET GOALS FOR 2006

* Create a plan for future pathway extensions and timeframes for implemen-
tation also consider funding options for pedestrian pathway beautification.

* Review opportunities and decide on land acquisition for open space pres-
ervation.

+ Develop a policy to replace Township vehicles with fuel efficient vehicles,
including hybrids.

* Review benefits and costs of a community-wide tornado alarm system.

* Complete evaluation of the feasibility of a high speed wireless network
for designated areas of the township, including unserved commercial and
industrial areas.

« Investigate and identify ways to add efficiency in our Township gov-
ernment’s structure, departments. outsourcing, job duties and develop a
S-year personnel plan., .

» Perform a historical building and farm inventory and consider historical
preservation options.

» Investigate incentives for energy efficient building practices. )

« Form a government / business task force to recruit industrial businessetg.

© Cascade’s industrial area.

* Investigate new opportunities to expand the Township’s service roles with
surrounding communities.

PASSPORT NEWS

Please remember if you need a passport to travel. ..
The Cascade Township Office will accept passport applications Monday
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Each applicant will need to complete an application and bring:
« Certified Birth Certificate or Previously 1ssued US Passport or Certificate
of Naturalization
* Two “Passport” Photographs
» Valid Drivers License or State [ssued 1D (That of a parent if the applicant
is under 16 years of age or both parents if the applicant 1s under 14 years
of age)
» Application Fee — Separate check or money order
For Each Applicant - $67 if 16 years of age or older
- $52 if under 16 years of age
» Execution Fee — Cash or Check $30 per applicant
All applicants, including chitdren, must appear at the time of processing.
Passport applications for those under 14 years of age must be signed by
both natural parents. Please allow 6-8 weeks for routine service. Exped{
passports can be completed in 2-3 weeks for an additional charge of $60.0%
per applicant.



ELECTION NEWS

On May 2 there will be an election for school board members at Forest Hills, Caledonia and Lowell,

Forest Hills voters will be asked to vote for two unopposed candidates. They are Lynn Buchanan and Walter Per-

schbacher II1.

In Lowell there are three candidates, Todd R. Smithee, Peter Haefner and Patrick Nugent running for two positions.

Lowell Area Schools will aiso vote on restoration of the 18-mill non-homestead levy. This millage applies only to industrial,
commercial, business, rental and second homes. Voters will see two proposals on the ballot, one to renew the 18 mills and one to
override the Headlee rolibacks. This does not affect the millage on owner-occupied primary residences.

Caledonia voters must choose two members of the Board of Education from a field of six candidates. Running are: Ken Yonker,

Walter Fish, Pat Johnson, Bernard Nagel, Brad Walbridge and Randy Wilcox
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Caledonia voters also are voting on the re-
newal of the 18 mill non-homestead tax levy.

The polling places will be the same as last
year,

The information below is also available
on the Cascade Township website at
www.cascadetwp.com.

Precinct Locations
2006

1. Forest Hills Administration Building {Rear)

2. Thomapple Evangelical Coverant Church

3. Cascade Library Program Room

4. Cascade Christian Church- Centennial Hali

5. Thonrapple Community Refermed Church
[:J 8. Cascade Christian Church- East Paror

| 7. Castade Fellowship Chirstian Reformed Church




Cascade Township office is open to process pass
port apphcatlons daily from 8:00.a.m. to 4:00 p.
0 Please call the Clerk's office at

949—1 508 if you have any questions.

2006 GYPSY MOTH SPRAYING PROGRAM

By the first week of June, the Gypsy Moth Spraying Program will be underway in targeted areas throughout the township {see ac-
companying map). The Township will have 1,223 acres of property sprayed this year. This is an increase in the number of acres
being sprayed when compared to previous years.

Our consultant has indicated that last season’s weather and growing season were good for the moth. Fortunately, the density of the
egg masses 1s still reasonably low so no major defoliation or nuisance problems are expected.

The program area will be sprayed with a non-toxic biological agent called Bacillus thuringiensis or “Bt”, Here are some of the
most common questions about gypsy moths.
What does “Bt” do to gypsy moths?

Gypsy moth larvae pass through different life stages: egg, caterpillar, cocoon and aduit. Trees are endangered by the gypsy moth
at the caterpillar stage only. When the caterpillar eats leaves sprayed with “Bt”, it releases a protein that damages their stomachs.
The caterpillars become sick and stop eating. Dur-
ing the next two or three days, bacteria enters the
caterpillar’s biood, eventually killing them.

[s “Bt” dangerous to people, pets and live-

stock, or other beneficial insects?

One of the benefits of “Bt” is that only young cater-
pillars are affected. “Bt” is harmless to people, even
at high dosages. “Bt” does not harm other mam-
mals, birds or fish. Most beneficial insects, includ-
ing honeybees and ladybugs, are not affected.

What does a gypsy moth caterpillar look
like?

The mature caterpillar reaches a length of approxi-
mately two inches. The caterpillar can be identified
by the distinctive color pattern on its back. It will
have a series of blue colored spots that are grouped
in pairs, followed by a series of red spots grouped
end to end. The head is beige with dark marks. It
has no silk tents. They are usually attached to the
bark of the tree trunk.

Visit the Cascade Township website www.casca-
detwp.com and you will find more information on
identifying the gypsy moth caterpillars.

Remember, the gypsy moth does its damage dur-
ing the caterpillar stage, which is during mid-May
to mid-June. If your trees are being defoliated later
in the summer, it’s caused by something other than
2ypsy moths.
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Shaded areas are scheduled for
B.t. aerial spray in May 2006




YARD WASTE PICK
UP PROGRAM
SPRING 2006

Purchase Yard Waste Tags at the recep-
tion desk of the Township Offices from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Tags are $1.00 each

Pick up will be every Monday

From April 10 through May 8

Please have your yard waste near the curb
by 6:00 a.m. to assure pick up.

Dlace a tdg on each bag of leaves or bun-
die of branches. (No grass clippings, dirt,
sod, cement, sand or rocks please).

Please use 30 gal. plastic bags or paper
yard waste bags.

Sticks should be no longer than 4 feet in
length and branches, logs and stumps are
not to exceed 1 inch in diameter.

Each calendar vear, residents 62 years of
age and older and residents with disabili-
ties will receive 20 tags FREE!

This service is only available in the re-
stricted burn area. The yard waste dump-
sters will be available behind the Thorn-
hills Fire Station April 28th, 29th and
30th.

For more information, please call 949-
1500.

Note: If you have tags left over from last
spring or fall and you intend to use them,
please contact the Township Office so
your address can be added to the pickup

. list,

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY

Cascade Township is offering a spring clean up day this year in conjunction with
Ada Township. The spring clean up day will be held on Saturday, May 20th from
8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Kent County Road Commission building at the end
of Fase Street in Ada Township.

* Any tesident of Cascade Township (you must show your driver’s license) is wel-

come to bring trash, household items or yard waste. Appliances are welcome,
however, the Freon must be removed prior to dropping the apphiance off or you
may be charged. No household hazard waste products or tires will be accepted.
For household hazardous waste disposal, please contact the Kent County Depart-
ment of Public Works at 336-2501.

If you have any questions regarding spring clean up, feel free to contact Sandra
Otey at 949-1500 or by email at Sotey@cascadem.com.

'KENT COUNTY ROAD PROJ ECTS

The followmg road pro;ects have been proposed by the Kent County R{)ad
Commission i years 2006 and 2007. Please keep in mmd thcse plO_]GCfb are
subiect to Chdﬂgé‘

ROAD PROJEC’E LF\/IITS :
2006

Spaulding Ave | Burton to Cascade Rd

IMPR_OVEM_ENT |

1 Pulverize e*ﬂstmg pavcmeni and resur-
face from north of Burton to approxi-
mately 500 feet south of Cascade Rd.
Reconstruct and widen ‘northerly 500
feet to provide additional left turn lane
storage south of cascade Rd and 1mprove
sight distance.

Resurface with thin concretc overlay

Patierson Ave | 44th to 36th
{whitetopping)
36th . At_Pattexson Reconstruct and widen for dual left turns

onto Patterson Ave. Work includes curk
and gutter, storm sewer, pavement mark-
ings and signal modifications.

Whitneyville Avej 1-96 {o Cascade Rd Sealcoating

McCords Ave Sealcoating

- 60th to 52nd

2007

Patterson Ave | 28th to 36th Resurface
Cascade Rd 36th to Whitmeyville Rd Resurface
28th Street Kraft to Cascade Rd Resurface




LIBRARY ADVISORY
BOARD

The Library Advisory Board (LAB)

has two vacancies if needs to fll -

The L.LAB meets the first Monday of
the month at 7:00 p.an. I you are n-
terested in joining this board, please
submit a letter of interest to Michael
Julien, Township Supervisor, 2865
Thornhills Ave. SE, Grand Rapids,
MI 46546,

LOST AND FOUND

We occasionally find lost itmes in our

Parks and place them in our lost and -

found. The items we are currently
housing are:

A camera

A watch

If you are missing one of these, please
call our office at 949-1500 or stop by
to identify it.

COMMUNITY
BLOOD DRIVE

April 29 from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Cascade Library Wisner Center
Call the Library to reserve your spot!

647-3850

MEMORIAL DAY
PROGRAM

The Veteran’s of Cascade Township
are planning a Memorial Day Program
on Monday, May 29th, at the Cascade
Library, 2870 Jacksmith Drive. Join
them at 10:00 a.m. to honor veterans
of all wars and conflicts.

History is literally
in the making as the
new Wisner Center
addition of the h-
brary will have a
ribbon cutting cer-
emony on Sunday,
April 23rd at 2:00
p.m. with an open
house o follow.
The Cascade His-
torical Society will
be on hand to guide

Reminder

The filiing deadline for NEW Primary
Residence Exemption afidavits is May 1st.

¢

people through its new History Room with featured exhibits on the history of the li-
brary and Cascade Tofwnship. We encourage residents to join us for the opening. The

Township museum building (see photo) will have larger exhibits in the future. &

SPRING FLOWERS

As remembered by Jesse Vanden Berg  April 1984

When the Kent County airport was graded and built, the tamarack trees in a large
swamp were cut down and the swamp filled in. Tamarack swamps were not commeon
in this area and this swamp always harbored deer and other wildlife.

When the I-96 interchange was built on 28th Street, a small swamp on the north side
of the road was filled in. This was the home of the lovely fragrant, evergreen vine,

the trailing arbutus that would blossom in the
spring.
Until recently, the rare fringed gentian could

be seen in swampy areas along the banks of
Cascade’s School Creek.

I never see the birdfoot violet now, but when
we were kids hiking to Shuman School, we
picked what was called sand pansies on the
roadside along Kraft Avenue. I scan the road-
side carefuily every spring, but the pansies
are gomne.

The Historical Society meets the first Thur--

day of the month and welcomes all who are inferested in Cascade Township l"li.StOI.’j;‘«u__'
you are interested in attending a meeting or would like to join the Historical Society,

please call 949-6944.

=4
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EAST PRECINCT NEWS

It has been brought to my attention that solicitors are beginning to
work in the Cascade Township area once again. This is not enly a
problem for our township, but for most of the Kent County area.

All solicitors, even those soliciting for charitable, nonprofit or
religious purposes, in Cascade Township are required to have a
permit, issued by the township. If a selicitor approaches your
residence, ask to see their permit from the township. If they are
not able to produce one, please contact the Kent County Sher-
iff’s Department dispatch at 632-6100. Please try to provide our
digpatchers with a description of the subject, a description of a
vehicle, and which direction they are traveling. If the subjects
are traveling by car, please try to obtain a lieense plate number.

ascade Charter Townshlp Ofﬁce e ' :

" Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a. m. o 5 OO p m. oo
Passp' rt_Hours Monday through Frlday 8 00 a m. to 4 :00 p m.

- Assessing Depar’tment
E_-Bmldmg Department
~Clerk’s Office .
: Fire Department - Non Emergency
--.'-Manager s Office ..
"“Piannmg Department '

949-3765
949-1508
1..949-1320
ce'r949-1500

.1.949-0224

Treastrer’s Office. ..ot i 949-6944

: Consumers Energy-Report a power outage ........ ... 800 477-5050 -
. Kent D;strlct ilbrary Cascade Branch IE e .

' Cons_ume_rs Ene_rgy _Rep_ort a _Burnt Out Streetiight ... 8007_477W_SQS_0

.Cascade Charter Townshlp

Below are some phone numbers and webs:tes that may be of xnterest to you

.Kent County Animal Shelter :
L Kent County Road Commiss;on - Maln Number

.949 6167 - i

-~ {South, Complex) F‘otholes

(South Complex) - Snowplomng lssues . :
- ‘Kent County Sheriff's Department East Precmct Non Emergency

This will help the responding officers contact them, if they are
not able to be located in your area.

If your subdivision or neighborhood has signage displayed stat-
ing “No Solicitors” or “No Trespassing”, persons with solicita-
tion permits may only approach residences by appointment.

If you have ongoing problems with one person or group of peo-
ple soliciting in your neighborhood, please feel free to contact
me with any questions or information you might have.

Deputy Ryan Coil, East Precinct Community Services
632-6435 » Ryan.Coil@kentcounty.org

Kent County 63rd D;Stnct Ccurt

Kent County Road Comrn|55|on SRR
| 336-2983
Kent County Road Comm|55|on g

- Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
8:30 am. to 4:30 p. O RNVt
Kent County Shern”f 5 Departmenz - Non Emergency

6326100
_.'.647 3850

www cascadetwp com.

Kent County ..ot e, ' _: ...... e ‘www.accesskent.com - St
Kent County Road Commission. ..o s WWW., kentcountymads net : :
Kent County Register of Deeds oo www.accesskent.com/ YourGovernment/ RegisterofDeeds/ deeds_index.htm
Kent County Sheriff Department ..o, www.accesskent.com/CourtsAndLawEnforcement/ Sheriffndex.htm
Kent County Heaith Department. ... www.accesskent.com/Health/HealthDepariment/HealthDepartment.htm
State of MIChIZAN e e www.michigangov .

Campground and Harbor Reservations .. www.midnrreservations.com/
Child Day Care Centers & HOMES.... oo e www.dleg, state.mius/brs_cdc/sr_Ifl.asp

Public Sex Offenders Registry ..., www.mipsor.state, mi.us/

Michigan HIStOry.....oooooii i www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607,7-192-29938_30240--- G0 htm!

ravel & Recreation. ... www.michigan.gov/som/0, | 607,7-192-29907---,00.htmi

nm’""’émp!oyment RESOUITES oooeeireeer e www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607 7-192-29943_31422---,00 him|



PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY ETIQUETTE

Cascade Township maintains approximately 17 miles
of pedestrian pathways for Township residents to enjoy.
However, for the comfort and safety of pathway users,
please remember the following:

« Always clean up after your dog. &
* Walk, run or cycle on the right side of the trail in the

direction you are going. Pass on the left.

* I[f'you are on a bicycle or rollerblades and are approach-
ing a pedestrian from the rear, please use common cour-
tesy when passing.

* Remember that cyclers 14 years and under are required
to wear a helmet.

Cascade Charter Township -
2863 Tharnhills Ave SE
Grand Rapids Mi 49546
phone: 616.949.135060
fax: 6169453918
www.cascadetwp.com

ATTENTION: DOG OWNERS

Please remember there is an ordinance regarding leashes
and cleaning up after your dog. The ordinance states
that all dogs on public or private property other than
their own shall be controlled and on a leash not exceed-
ing twenty (20) feet in length at all times. It goes on
to-state that any person shall not permit a dog to com-
mit a nuisance within the Township by defecating upon
any public or private property without the consent of the
owner or person in lawful occupation of such property.
Remember to clean up after your dog. These ordinance
violations are a misdemeanor and could result in a fine.
If you would like to read this ordinance in its entirety,
feel free to visit our website at www.cascadetwp.com.
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