Winter 2005

{ A Newsletter from Cascade Charter Township

Office Hours
Monday
through Friday
8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM.,

Departrnent phone numbers:

Manager .................... 949-1500
Clerle. ... 949-1508
Treasurer.................... 949-6944
Assessing ..., 949-6176 -
Planning ...... .. ... ... ..., 649-0224
“lding / Tnspections. .. .. ..., 949.3765
Fire oo 949-1320
Shertff ... ... 336-3113

A GENEROUS HEART

This past holiday season, Cascade Township employees along with the Firefighter’s Association were able to purchase needed
items for the St. John’s Home Kids First Program. Through the generosity of our employee’s donations, approximately $900.00
was collected to purchase holiday gifts for the children.
The Kids First Program is an emergency shelter for Kent
County children from birth through age 17 who are
unable to remain in their own homes due to suspected
abuse and neglect.
Our holiday shoppers took advantage of holiday dis-
counts and a number of items on the Kids First Program
wish list, not anly for the children, but also for the home,
were purchased. The Kids First Program asked for
games, books, art supplies, movie gift certificates, hair
dryers, curling irons, clothing items and toys for the chil-
dren, as well as a couple of items for the house, such as
a VCR, arts and crafts supplies, a label maker, etc.

3 a wonderful feeling bringing joy to the faces and
nearts of those who really need the extra help. We thank
everyone invelved for their generosity.




e=Assessment Change Notices will be mailed on or before
5'Pebruary 25, 2005.
If you are a new homeowner and do not receive your notice by
March 1st, please cail our office. Registration of deeds and
taxpayer name changes at the county level can take up to eight
weeks.

In addition to change of dssessmem the notice will indicate:
+ if'there was a transfer of o 1ip.i
+ if there is a Principal Res ¢ c Exemp%zon (formerly
known as hemestead exemphon) on your property for 2005.

The Board of Review will hear assessment appeais on March
14 and 15, 2005.

* Appointments wili be made beginning on February 28. An
appeal application and instractions wili be mailed to you when
you make an appointment.

= Sales data and comparative information will be available in
the Assessor’s Office and in the Cascade Towashlp Library
beginning February 28. :

= Letter appeals are acceptable if you are uﬁabie to attend a
Board of Review hearing. Four copies of your letter and sup-

porting documents must be received no later than March 15’

2005. Please send them to:

Cascade Township Board of Review
2865 Thombhills Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49346

+ An appeal to the Board of Review, either in person or by
letter, is a prerequisite for an appeal to the Michigan Tax
Tribunal.

PROPOSAL A Reminders. ..

Property Transfer Affidavits must be filed with the assessor
for any transfer of ownership that occurred in 2004.

Principal Residence (Homestead) Exemptions ...

Filing deadline for new exemptions is May 1, 2005,
Exemptions in effect January 1, 2003, stay in effect for the
calendar year.

You must rescind your exemption within 90 days of the date
you no longer own or occupy the property as your principal
residence. Exemptions expire on December 31st of the year
YOu move out.

Taxable Value Cap ...

It is the taxable value that is capped by Proposal A — not the
assessed value. The taxable value is used to calculate your
taxes and is capped at 5% or rate of inflation uniess there was
a transfer of ownership in 2004, any new construction, field
work, reappraisal changes or any other omitted real property.
If there was a transfer of ownership on your property in 2004,
your assessed value and taxable value will be the same in 2005
because the taxable value was uncapped.

2.3% is the inflation rate established by the State for 2005.

A special note to those who have purchased property in
Cascade Township during the last year ... Please be aware that
Proposal A does not authorize the assessor o automatically set
the assessed value of a property which has sold at one haif of
the sale price. An individual sale price may or may not be a
good indicator of the true cash value of the property for a vari-
ety of reasons. Section 27(5) of the General Property Tax Act
states that “the purchase price paid in a transfer of property is
not the presumptive true cash value of the property trans-
ferred.”

Did you know?

* Annuai changes of assessment are based on sales in the
neighborhood. We have at least 75 sales neighborhoods in
Cascade, Your nelghbo‘ ho 'd_rarely consists-of just the homes
On your street. :

+ Your taxable value can never exceed your assessed value.

= The May Ist filing deadline for Principal Residence
Exemptions applies to new appiications only. You do not need
to reapply each year,

*» The assessor is not permitted by State Law to set your new
assessment at one half of your purchase price,

« It is your responsibility as a taxpayer to review your prop-
erty record card periodicaily to be sure you agree with all the
information that is currently of record. .

* The assessing staff is available Monday thru Friday from
8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Feel free to come in or call 348-6176 if
you have any questions on your property ‘The assessing sys-
tem is quite complex, and we are alwav 5 i_Hi:I_}_g to help our
taxpayers understand how the system orks"' D
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ATTENTION NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

The Township would appreciate your most up to date contact list of your
association officers. We use these lists to relay information that may be of
specific interest to your neighborhood. We also share these lists with our
sheriff deputies at the East Precinct. Please send your list to Jay Cravens at
2865 Thornhills Avenue SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 or
Jeravens(@eascadetwp.com.

The Township will hold its annual meeting with neighborhood association
officers on Tuesday, March 29, 2005. The meeting will be held at the
Township Museum Building, located at 2839 Thorrapple River Drive SE at

- 7:00 p.m. More details regarding this meeting will be senf out to association

officers as this date approaches.

ATTENTION: DOG OWNERS

Please remember that despite these wintry conditions, there is an ordinance
regarding leashes and cieaning up after vour dog. The ordinance states that all
dogs an public or private property other than their own shall be controlied and on
a leash not exceeding twenty (20} feet in length at all times. It goes on to state
that any person shall not permit a dog to commit a nuisance within the Township
by defecating upon any public or private property without the consent of the
owner or person in/lawful occupation of such property. Remember to clean up
after your dog. These ordinance violations are a misdemeanor and could result
in a fine. I you would like to read this ordinance in its entirety, feel free to visit
our website at www.cascadetwp.com.

PLAN AHEAD!

Michigan Public Act 357 of 2604 changed the collection schedule for the County
General Operating Property Tax collection.

Beginning with the 2005 summer tax levy, one-third of the County operating
property tax levy will be collected as a summer tax. In 2006, two-thirds of the
operating tax levy will be collected in the summer. In 2007 (and thereafter), the
entire operating tax levy will be coilected in the summer. Winter tax bills will be
reduced each year by the same amount.

CHANGES COMING IN YOUR SUMMER TAX BILL!

The tax bill you receive in July 2005 wiil be increased by at least one-third of the
amount of County operating tax as shown on this bill. The tax bill you receive in
December 2005 will be reduced by this amount. The exact amount of change
may vary due to your assessment or a voted tax levy.

This shift is a result of a change in law by the State Legislature, and not by action
of the County Board of Commissioners or your local city, village or township.

and click on the link to the State of Michigan Legislature change to the Genera

For more information on the law or to obtain a copy, visit www.accesskent.com
Property Tax Act. ii E




Promises Made, Promises Kept—2004

Dear Fellow Cascade Resident:

Goals set, goals worked, goals made. Most of us deal with goals
in our work lives, for our families and in our community
involvement. Your community’s government does the same.
Each year your Township Board renews its commitment to good
goverament with a set of goals to serve our community’s needs.
I am happy to report that we saw success in 2004,

Propose and Pass a Millage to Continue 24/7 Fire Department
Protection in the Future

Done. With the help of an active and selfless citizens commit-
tee, personal support from our firefighters and broad-based sup-
port in our community, a .58 mill increase was approved by
over 1300 votes to not only continue 24-hour fire protectiord
from our Main Fire Station on Thornhills, but to add it from
Buttrick Station as well. As promised during the millage cam-
paign, we have hired 6 new firefighters and Buttrick Station is
now operational 24 hours per day, 7 days a week. This will
greatly decrease response times to the eastern half of our com-
munity. Another part of the millage is to pay for a tanker truck,
which has been ordered and will arrive in the fall. Thank you
for your support of our Fire Department.

Monitor Kent District Library Events to Determine Whether to
Proceed with an Expansion of the Cascade Public Library and

Complete the Sale of the 2501 Thornapple Drive Property

Done. This home, dam, pond and historical cabin were pur-
chased by our Pedestrian Pathways Dedicated Fund as part of
right of way acqusition for the Thornapple River Drive path-
way, with the intention of selling the property when the pathway
was completed. In June, 2004 we successfully completed the
sale of the property with an agreement by the purchaser to
maintain the dam and pond and restore the historical cabin.

Complete the Cascade Transmission Water Main Crossing
Under the Thomapple River

Done! I have added the exclamation point because this was the
most difficult public works project we have tried in Cascade and
successtui completion of it is a very happy success for our com-
munity. Grave construction problems caused the first driiling
under the Thornapple to be abandoned in 1999. With new engi-
neers and a new coatractor, the drilling and pulling of pipe
under the river was successful, and since June, 2004 the water
pressure problems on the east side of the Thornapple have been
eliminated.

Expand Communication Opportunities to Residents and

Neighborhood Associations { '

B

Done. Our Township Manager, Jay Cravens, has met with near-
iy all the neighborhood associations in what will become annu-
al meetings. Secondly, we have continually expanded the
amount of information available at www.cascadetwp.com. This
includes township board, planning commission and other agen-
da packets and minutes. Finally, in late 2004 we took advantage
of an Aquinas Coliege program designed to foster communica-
tions between local governments and their citizens. The first
such “National Issues Forum™ meeting will be held on February 3.

Study the Feasibility of Installing Signs at Significant Entry

Points o Cascade

Compiete Construction Plans If Needed

Plans done——construction begins 2005, The District Library
passed a 10-year renewal of its operating millage during 2004,
With long term financial stability of the District Library system
finaily in place, your community can now look at constructing
a much-needed community learning center at the Cascade
Public Library. An active citizens committee has worked with
the Township’s engineers to create construction plans for the
library addition. The new learning center will be used for chil-
dren’s programs, authors’ workshops, community group meet-
ings, etc. Best of all, it will be constructed by a combination of
existing dedicated library fund revenues and charitable contri-
butions without (yes, without) any new taxes.

Done (and in process). The sign locations have been deter-
mined and appropriate government approvals have been
obtained. Four locations have been determined {Cascade Rd at
both east and west boundaries, 60th Street near M-6, and 28th
St near Patterson). The next step is for the township board to
approve the specific sign design early this year.

Encourage the Michigan Dept of Transportation and the Kent
County Road Commission to Support the Extension of M-50
along Snow Avenue from 1-96 to M-21

Ongoing. Our region needs a major nerth-south artery to sup-
port the growth that continues to take place in Ada, Cascade an<'
Lowell townships. We also need another freeway interchange'
on 1-96 between the Alden Nash Ave/Lowell exit and 28th St.




This proposal includes both. During the year we met with
MDOT officials to urge their support of this important initia-
tive. Due to MDOT’ recent large expenditures for the
Southbelt freeway, they are not inferested in supporting addi-
tional new road construction in Kent County at the present
fime.

We are disappeinted, of course, buf the Southbelt-itself took
20+ years and we first proposed the 36th Street extension in
1993 and atter much planning it will open to traffie..l'ater this
year. The old saying that good things take time is.especially
true in new road construction. We will continue the effort for
the new freeway interchange and connection of M-50 to M-21,

Complete the Camelback Bridee/Thornapple River Drive
Pedestrian Pathway. Desien and Install Landscaping for the

New Causeway

Done. This final phase of our award-winning pathway is com-
plete. To mark this successful cooperative project with the
Kent County Road Commission, we held a joint ribbon-cutting
ceremony on November 9. A special thank you is in order to

" “he Thornapple River Association for their gift for fandscaping

e area.  Additional fandscaping will be installed in the

Spring.

Success usually comes from team effort, which is true in gov-
ernment too. The Cascade team is led by Township Manager
Jay Cravens and on behalf of our community I would like to
thank all of the township staff for a successful year serving our
community. I would also like to thank former Deputy Clerk
Jeanie Neve, who was editor of this newsletter for several
years, who left Cascade to become Clerk for the Village of
Douglas. I would like to offer a special thank you to three
recently-retired township beard members who were instru-
mental in the success of the board in 2004 and the years
before. Thank you Mickie Kleinheksel, Bob Timmons and
Dick Jones for the very fine job you did for Cascade,

Best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2005,

Michael R. Julien

._Fo]lowmg the November election, Ron Goodyke was sworn in -

as Clerk of Cascade Charter’ Townshxp This posmon foIIows i
thlrty-four year. career as a“high school: teacher 9 camp dxrec— ;
tor at two resrdent eamps for chrldren and a six “year stint as a !
territory manager for. 2 national- school supply company, - Hrs_

.mvo]vement with- Cascade Government began with two terms '

as Pianmng Cemmls%mner and twe terms as an elceted Trustee :
Ron enjoys swrmmmg, ]oggmg and is often seén brkmg our
recreauonal traris on a tandem with his- wife of forry -two years, :
Sherry They thave four grown ‘children and two grandsons
with a thrrd baby due soon. Ron aaltzczpates the challenge of
his new position and ‘fooks forward to keeping the Clerk’s
Office one which will be attentive to the needs of the commu-
nity, and anticipates continuatly finding ways to make Cascade
the best community for individuals, families, and business. . -

Denise M Biegaile was hired October 18, 2004 as Deputy
Clerk. Denise comes to this position with a wealth of vaiuable
experience from her work as Deputy Clerk for the City of
Rockford for 13 years to Human Resource Director for a local
company, She was elected and served on the Rockford City
Couhcil for twelve years. Denise and her husband, Jeff, can be
found relaxing on the golf course. They have three grown chii-
dren. Cascade Township is fortunate to have this dedicated,
hardworking, talented Deputy Clerk,

HAVA

The Help America Vote Act resulted in legislation early in 2004
which requires the consolidation of elections. The goal of this
legislation is to eliminate confusion as to where voters go to
vote. The result is now all elections mciudmg school elections,
are administered by the Clerk in that municipality. For the voter
it means having the same polling place for every election. The
legislation: takes effect 1mmedlate§y -Cascade Township's first
election date under thrs new procedure begms with the school
electmn on May 3rd. There are no precinct changes in Cascade :
Townshrp, the piacc you voted in the generaI and pnmary elec-
t:on is, Where yeu nOW - aIso w11] vote on school rssues :

Wrzh;n Cascade Townshrp there are three scheol drsrr:cth '
Forest Hills, Loweli and’ Caledoma Ballots wrli be prepared
and poll workers will be tramed so that you can vote at the
same preemct poi]mg p]ace fer the achocl Issues wh;ch affect .
you.___.-_._.. : 68 . R

All regzsrered veters er recerve new voter regrstratron cards N
1nd1ealrng the precmct and polhng place for all future elections,
You are weleome to call the Clerks Of}‘ree er siop m if. you-'
have questrens or eoneerns

wn
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CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

You can help preserve the Heritage of Cascade.

A membership in the Cascade Historical Society is more than a great idea. When you purchase a membership, or
purchase a gift membership for someone you know, you are also giving an important gift to the Community. With
your membership, you help support the CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETY as well as a variety of projects aimed

at preserving a rich and lasting heritage.

In addition, you help ensure that the past is kept alive and that fufure residents of the Cascade Community can expe-
rience the unigue continuity that can be found in Cascade.

If you are Jooking to show your support and help preserve the rich heritage of the Cascade Communify, you can
choose from Senior, Student, Individual, or Family Memberships. We also have Friends, Business, and Corporate

Membership levels.

Cascade Historical Society is dedicated o ensure that present and future generations will not only know the signifi-
cance of traditions of the area, but also will learn from the past and recognlze the need to preserve the historical her-
itage which has been bestowed upon them.

CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets at 10:00 a.m. on the Ist Thursday of each month at 2839 Thornapple
River Drive. /

PLEASE SUPPORT US BY BECOMING A MEMBER OR GIVING A GIFT MEMBERSHIP.

NAME

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (Home) {Business)

Annual Membership

Corporate  $i00 Business $50 Friends $25 Family $15
Individual 310 Student $5 Senior $5
Mail your application to: Make checks payable to:

CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETY CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2865 Thornhilis Ave. SE

Grand Rapids MI 49546 Please use separate piece of paper
for additional names.




ma,ny bOhCltOi’S in Cascade Town‘;hlp over: the past severai E

"_-mﬂst ln the KLnt County area. .

. Ali SOllleOl‘b in Casuade Township are reqmred to reglster z

~ with the Township and are issued identification badges. 1fa
solicitor comes to your residence, ask to see their identifica-
tion badge from the township. If they are not able to produce
one, please contact the Kent County Sheriff’s Department

months This 1 1s not only a problem for our townsh;p, but fo g

_people, please feel free to contact me w1th any questlons or

'_sohmtors' but thcy are lookmg for homcs t(} break into. Al :
“of the people 1 have come into- contact ‘with in Cascade -
i Townshxp are sohmtors aithough are ‘not necessanly regls~ e
: ﬁ"tcred and have not been pronded photo 1dent1flcat10n badgcs i
s _fmm the Townshlp = LSl

If you thE: ougomg problum with one pefson or group of

dispatch at 632-6357. Please try to provide our dispatchers

with a description of the subject, a descfiption ofa vehicle . Depuf:y Ryan Ccnl

ubjects are travehng by car please fry. to: ‘obtain a hcense

mfonnatlon you mlght have

Gf drwmg) and whzch derCll()n they are travelmg If the " '_ . ;East Precinct Commumty Serwces

'Ryan COIICkentcounty'org

'FIRE PROTECTION UPDATE

In Angust 2004 Cascade Township residents voted overwhelmingly to increase fire
protection. Since that time, the fire department has been busy working to ensure
that the promises made are being fulfilled. Here are updates on our progress:

* Complete construction of Station 2: The interior of the station has been complet-
ed, and is furnished and now staffed with full-time fire coverage. All township res-
idents will be invited to an open house on May 14th; watch the newsletter for more
details.

» New medicai unit: The new medical unit has been ordered and will be delivered
by March 30

» Tanker truck: The details are being finalized with plans to order the truck by
Tanuary 26. Due to the complexities of this truck it will take the manufacturer a
full 9 months to complete the truck from the time we place the order. We expect
delivery by October 30.

» Fulltime firefighters: Offers have been made to six individuals for our full-time
firefighter positions. The new firefighters began working the week of January 24th.

We are proud to serve Cascade Township, and hope that you will continue to be
proud of the work we do for you. If you ever have any questions about fire serv-
tce i our community, please contact Chief John Sigg at 616.94%.1320.




The Cascade Township Historical Society is spon-
soring a Lifestory Writing Workshop, facilitated by Cascade
resident Pam Daugavietis, to be held Thursday, March 10,
2005 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The workshop will be held at the Cascade Museum
and are open to the public. In lieu of a workshop fee, a free-
will offering will support the Cascade Library history reom
addition. :

No reservations are necessary, but participants are
asked to arrive on time so the workshop can begin promptly
at 7:00 p.m, Please bring a spiral-bound, three-ring note-
book, 10.5 x 8.5 inches in size and a good writing pen.

The Workshop wili begin with a brief review of
materials covered from the fast workshop; how to go about
doing research, how to create an outline of your lifestory
and how to organize your materials for the actual lifestory
writing. -
On March 10 we will cover the basics of good story
writing. You do not need to be a writer or have writing

Cascade Charter Township

2865 Thornhills Ave SE
Grand Rapids M1 49546
phone: 616.949.1500
fax: 616.949.3918
www.cascadetwp.com

experience to participate in this workshop. All that is
required is a desire to preserve the stories of your life for
your own enjovment today or for future generations.

Pam Daugavietis is a free-lance writer for the
Blodgett Butterworth Health Care Foundation and the DeVos
Children’s Hospital Foundation and is a certified Turning
Memories Into Memoirs® workshop leader, editor and
coach. She is a graduate of The Ohio State University of
Journalism and is a member of the Association of Personal
Historians.
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