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SECTION 3 - RESOURCE INVENTORY
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Map 4 - Wetlands Inventory
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Map S - Future Land Use
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SECTION 4- RECREATION INVENTORY

Non- Motorized Trail System Map

NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL SYSTEM MAP

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC FACILITIES LEGEND TRAIL SYSTEM DIRECTORY
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Map 6 — Community Facilities
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SECTION 5 — PLANNING PROCESS

Community Opinion Survey Tabulation

Cascade Township Parks and Recreation 4"» SurveyMonkey
Community Survey

1. What is your age?

Response Response

Percent Count

18 or under 0.0% 0
19-24 || 0.6% 1
25-36 [ 11.2% 19
ST e— 27.8% 47
ST — 34.9% 59
55-64 [ | 11.2% 19
65+ [ | 14.2% 24
answered question 169

skipped question 0
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2.1 am currently:

Response Response

Percent Count
A homeowner in Cascade
gl | ] 79.8% 134
Township
A renter in Cascade Township l] 1.2% 2
Living with family or friends in D 1.2% 2
Cascade Township '
A business owner in Cascade 0.0% 0
Township ’
Residing in Lowell 0.0% 0
Residing in Ada [ 8.9% 15
Residing in another community [__] 8.9% 15
answered question 168
skipped question 1

3. If you reside in Cascade Township, which quadrant do you live in (based on the map
below)?

Response Response

Percent Count

1 [— 11.8% 17
2 [ ] 63.9% 92
3 [ 10.4% 15
4 0.0% 0
5 [ 9.0% 13
6 = 4.9% 7
answered question 144

skipped question 25
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4. How important are parks, trails, and open space to your quality of life?

Response Response

Percent Count
Not important  [] 1.8% 3
Important [ —] 26.3% 44
Very important | ] 71.3% 19
No opinion | 0.6% 1
answered question 167
skipped question 2

5. Who in your household is the most active user of parks?

Response Response

Percent Count
Myself [ ] 24.4% 41
Another adult in the household [] 2.4% 4
Children ] 7.1% 12
Our whole family | | 63.1% 106
No one in my family [] 3.0% 5
answered question 168
skipped question 1
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6. How often do you visit the following parks (please refer to the map below if needed):

Frequently Sometimes Rarely
Often (2-3 ;
(1 or more i (A few (less than Rating
L times per v Never
times per times per once per Count
month)
week) year) year)
Burton Park 7.5% (11) 8.9% (13) 25.3% (37) 24.7% (36) 34.9% (51) 146
Cascade Township Park  15.4% (25)  24.1% (39)  48.4% (78)  10.5% (17) 3.1% (5) 162
Cascade Peace Park  5.4% (8) 11.5% (17)  29.7% (44)  18.2% (27)  36.5% (54) 148
Leslie E. Tassell Park 4.5% (7) 21.2% (33) 54.5% (85) 9.0% (14) 10.9% (17) 156
Michael McGraw Park  0.7% (1) 3.5% (5) 19.1% (27)  156% (22)  61.7% (87) 141
Museum Garden Park 2.1% (3) 0.7% (1) 21.4% (30) 17.9% (25) 59.3% (83) 140
answered question 168
skipped question 1

7. Which of the following benefits of parks and recreation are most important to you?
Please select up to FIVE (5).

Response Response

Percent Count

Provide opportunities to enjoy

88.0% 147
nature/outdoors [ I ’

Promote parks and recreation
: S | | 37.1% 62

programming and activities
Improve health and wellness | | 69.5% 116

P t th | i

rotect the natura enwronmen.t a‘nd | | 63.5% 106

wildlife
Provide cultural opportunities [ 8.4% 14

Help seniors and disabled people
14.4% 24

remain active :

Connect people together, building
stronger families and | | 53.3% 89

neighborhoods

Enhance community image and
s [ ] 44.3% 74

sense of place
Connect to a regional trail network | | 46.1% 77
Improve property values [ ] 24.0% 40
answered question 167
skipped question 2
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8. How important are the following in improving parks and recreation offerings in Cascade
Township? Please rank in order, with ONE (1) being the most important and EIGHT (8) being
the least important. *Please note that when you make your selections, they will
automatically be ranked. Therefore, when you select your "1" option, it will move to the top
of the list, the choice you select as "2" will move underneath it.

Rating Rating
Average  Count

A s 120% 29.9% 198% 13.2% 126% 9.0% 3.6%
Developing new parks and facilities 3.26 167
(20) (50) (33) (22) (21 (15) ®)

Maintaining existing parks and 57.6% 21.8% 10.9% 85% 0.0% 0.6% 0.6% 176 165
facilities (95) (36) (18) (14) 0) (1) (1) ’

" 6.6% 102% 198% 251% 204% 11.4% 6.6%
Acquiring land for future parks 4.03 167

an - an @) @y G4 as  an

Increasing accessibility for all  3.0% 12.0% 13.2% 20.4% 29.3% 19.8% 2.4%
abilities (5) (20) (22) (34) {49) (33) (4)

4.30 167

- . 0.6% 3.0% 42% 54% 96% 10.2% 66.9%
Providing open land for hunting ™ ®) @ © (16) a7 (111) 6.19 166

18.7% 18.7% V 175% 133% 11.4% 0.6%
Expanding the trail system 19.3% 3.25 166
(€3] (31) (33) (29) (22) (19) (M

Establishing a dedicated parks 1.8% 48% 120% 102% 150% 37.1% 19.2%

i 5.20 167
millage  (3) ®) (20) an @5 62 (32

answered question 167

skipped question 2

9. If you do not currently use parks in Cascade Township, what is the reason? Please pick
your TOP choice.

Response Response

Percent Count
Not interested/no time [ 15.2% 10
Lack of facilities  [] 4.5% 3
Poorly maintained [ ] 18.2% 12
Too far away, not conveniently — 19.7% 13
located
| ks in oth
e an
Do not have transportation [[] 3.0% 2
Do not know where they are  [] 4.5% 3
Do not know what's available [ ] 15.2% 10
answered question 66
skipped question 103
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10. What types of trails or pathways should have the highest priority in Cascade Township?
Please pick your TOP choice (Please refer to the map below).

Response Response

Percent Count
Pathway over 1-96 on Burton Street [ ] 18.1% 29
Nature trails (unpaved) [ ] 29.4% 47
Trails with links to a regional
trail system (Caledonia and : 33.1% 53
Lowell)
Path to Thi I
athways ornapple = 6.9% 11
Elementary School
Pathways to Pine Ridge
12.5% 20
Elementary School I:I
answered question 160
skipped question 9

11. Are there additional pathways or trails that you would be interested in? If so, where?

Response
Count
57
answered question 57
skipped question 112

12. What types of parks are most needed in Cascade Township? Please check any that

apply.
Response Response
Percent Count

Small neighborhood parks [ ] 34.8% 57

Large multi-use parks that serve
— 23.8% 30

the whole community
Natural areas | | 40.2% 66
A sports complex park [ ] 27.4% 45
Parks with water frontage [ ] 33.5% 55

No additional parks or natural areas
1 13.4% 22

are needed
answered question 164
skipped question 5
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13. Which groups are underserved by current recreation services and amenities? Please

check any that apply.

Preschoolers and toddlers (Under 5)

Elementary school aged children (5-
9)

Adolescents (10-18)
Young adults (19-24)
Adults (25- 64)

Seniors (65+)

Children with disabilities

Adults with disabilities

Response Response

Percent Count

16.8% 18

21.5% 23

40.2% 43

21.5% 23

18.7% 20

16.8% 18

31.8% 34

19.6% 21

answered question 107
skipped question 62

14. Do you feel adequately served by area programming (camps, sports leagues, outdoor

education)?

Yes
No

Somewhat

S—
L

Response Response

Percent Count
38.7% 60
26.5% 41
34.8% 54
answered question 155
skipped question 14

15. How would you rate your level of satisfaction with the current recreational and parks

offerings in Cascade Township?

Unsatisfied

Somewhat satisfied
Satisfied

Highly satisfied

Cascade Township

APPENDIX

Response Response

Percent Count
15.1% 25
38.0% 63
35.5% 59
11.4% 19
answered question 166
skipped question 3
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16. What parks and recreation amenities, facilties, and services are you most interested
in? Please check your top FIVE (5) choices.

Response Response

Percent Count
Amphitheater [ ] 20.7% 34
Athletic fields
(Soccer/Lacrosse/Field [ ] 23.2% 38
Hockey/football)
Basketball court [ 12.8% 21
Bathrooms [ ] 25.6% 42
Children's play equipment [ ] 26.8% 44
Dog park 20.9% 49
Fishing/boating docks [ ] 20.1% 33
Ice skating rink [ ] 31.1% 51
Inclusive and universally l:l 14.0% 2
accessible playground (barrier free) ’
Interpretation/nature center 17.1% 28
Mountain biking courses [ ] 23.2% 38
Outdoor lighting [ 9.1% 15
Outdoor water recreation (splash I:I 22.0% 36
pad, fountains) ’
M E— 25.0% a1
Picnic pavilions [ ] 15.2% 25
Outdoor recreation programming [____| 13.4% 22
Public art [ 6.7% 11
Trail head with bathroom facilites [ ] 26.2% 43
Trail/lpark wayfinding signs [ ] 22.6% 37
Skate park [ 9.8% 16
Soccer complex [_] 10.4% 17
Trails and paths | | 53.7% 88
Wireless internet service (Wi-Fi) 8.5% 14
answered question 164
skipped question 5
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17. Where would you like to see any of the facilities selected in Question 16? Please write
in answers, including the SPECIFIC AMENITY or FACILITY as well as the LOCATION based on
the numbered quadrant map below.

Response
Count
108
answered question 108
skipped question 61

18. Are you willing to financially support a new parks millage? If so, how much is your
household willing to spend per year?

Response Response

Percent Count

$50000rless [ ] 27.6% a5

$51.00-899.00 [ ] 23.3% 38

$100.00 - $199.00 [ 17.2% 28

| am not willing to financially :I 14.7% 24
support a hew parks millage ‘

Uncertain [ ] 17.2% 28

answered question 163

skipped question 6
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19. Are you willing to financially support the renewal of the pathways expansion millage
which will expire in 2017 ? If so, how much is your household willing to spend per year?

Response Response

Percent Count
$50.00 orless [ 30.2% 49
$51.00-$99.00 [ | 19.1% 31
$100.00 - $199.00 [ 14.8% 24
I am not willing to financially
support the renewal of the [ 13.0% 21
pathways extension millage
Uncertain [ ] 22.8% 37
answered question 162
skipped question 7
20. Please share any comments, questions, or concerns below:
Response
Count
59
answered question 59
skipped question 110
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Stakeholders Contacted for Public Input Opportunities

List of Stakeholders Contacted

Cascade Township Board

Cascade Township DDA

Cascade Township Planning Commission
Cascade Township Historical Committee
Forest Hills Business Association

Cascade Community Foundation

West Michigan Regional Planning Commission
Village Bike and Fitness

Thornapple River Watershed Council

MLIVE Media Group

Cascade Township

APPENDIX

Forest Hills Public Schools
Caledonia Public Schools
Lowell Public Schools
Forest Hills Fine Arts Center
Sunrise of Cascade
Neighborhood Associations
Ada Township

Ada Bike Shop

AYSO
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Community Open House Input- Penny Jar Results

Comments Related to Investment

Percent of total
investments

Proposed Project  Investment
(Highest to
Lowest)

Dog Park 57

Trails 44

Mountain 31

Biking

Infrastructure

Children’s 19=

Playground

Athletic Fields 19=

Basketball 17

Court

Ice Skating 15

Rink

Outdoor Water 13

Recreation

Amphitheater 10=

Programming 10=

Trailhead with 8

Restrooms

Community 7

Pool

Cascade Township

Total: 250

23%

18%

12%

8%

8%

7%

6%

5%

4%

4%
3%

3%

100%

APPENDIX

Partner with local dog trainers to offer
obedience classes

Burton Park

Burton Park

Burton Park Dog Park

Burton Park

Off leash dog park

Burton Park Off Leash

Burton Park Off Leash for dogs

Yes for an off leash dog park

28"/ Burton Street to Snow

At Cascade Road, 36" Street, Whitneyville
Replace Burton Street bridge over the freeway,
widen for pedestrians

Would love to see trail on 36™ Street from
Buttrick to Snow, and Snow to Grand River
Drive

Not so important where, it would be nice to
have one though

Burton Park

Burton Park

Burton Park

Burton Park

Handicap Accessible

New Equipment

Update playground at Township Park
Youth fields for basketball and soccer are
underserved and would be a great use of parks
At Cascade Park

Cascade Park

Would love this at Tassell Park

Would also love this at Tassell Park

At the library
At Tassell Park, great use for teens
Partner with Cascade Public Library

Somewhere by Watermark
I think it is a good idea at Thornapple
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Community Open House Input- Parks to Parks

This activity asked participants to respond to the following questions:

Which parks do Which parks do Which parks have Which Quadrant do you

you spend the you walk or ride the best amenities live in?
most time at? your bike to? for you and your
family?

Burton Park 8 4 3 Quadrant 1:4
Cascade 10 3 6 Quadrant 2:11
Township Park Quadrant 3:
Cascade Peace 5 1 2 Quadrant 4:
Park Quadrant 5:2
Leslie E. Tassell 3 5 3 Quadrant 6: 2
Park
Michael 1 1
McGraw Park
Museum Garden 1
Park
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Use a pin to mark where you live. Use a BLUE pin

to mark where you like to recreate. Draw in your preferred RECREATION ROUTES
route between the two.
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Take alook at a map of Cascade Township and the surrounding
communities. Where do you envision a new or expanded park? A

regional trail? Or an amenity that your family would love? Feel free to
draw or write it in.
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Community Open House Input- Comment Cards

1. First of all, thank you for surveying! Also, an off-leash dog park that is designated will help dog
walkers but also people who don’t want to meet dogwalking.

2. Consider multipurpose fields out at Ada Bible Church, create a Thornapple River canoe/kayak
access point, Tassel Park for art, concerts, events, etc., something with a viewing area at the
airport, a picnic area?

3. We live on the Thornapple River and we are still very concerned about the airport run off
concerns. We are outdoor people- boating, biking, running, as well as dog runners. Please protect
our nature in your planning.

4. Would love to explore mountain bike possibilities at Burton Park. West Michigan Mountain Bike
Association builds and maintains trails for free. The trails are environmentally built using proper
grades to avoid erosion. I would be happy to liaison with them if there is any possibility of bike
trails in the park.

5. To actually have dogs on a leash would be wonderful.

6. Please put Dog Park in Burton Park using woods, have screening for dogs and a key card.

Thanks.

Thanks for your effort. I want to help identify wildflowers, etc.

I’d like to encourage the Township to make more of the river accessible to the public.

Specifically, I’d like to see Cascade buy up the waterfront properties on Thornapple River Drive

near Cascade Road and turn that section of waterfront into public space. I'm visualizing

something along the lines of the Reed’s Lake waterfront from the EGR library to Rose’s

Restaurant.

9. AYSO would like to see a soccer complex in the area.

© N
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Survey Results

The community opinion survey was created using surveymonkey.com and was available for 5 weeks.
Posters and fliers directing the community to the survey link were distributed to parents of children at
local public schools and placed around the community. At the closing date of the survey, there were 169
responders.

e 35% of respondents are between ages 45-54, 27% are aged 35-44, 14% are ages 65+.

e 80% are homeowners in Cascade Township, 9% live in Ada, 9% live in another
community.

o 64% live in Quadrant 2, 12% live in Quadrant 1, 10% live in Quadrant 3.

e 71% of respondents believe that parks, recreation, and open space are Very Important
in Cascade Township. 28% believe that parks, trails, and open space are important.

® 63% of respondents shared that their whole family were active users of parks, while
24% reported that they (themselves) were the most active users of parks.

e Cascade Township Park is the most frequented park (15%) followed by Burton Park
(7%). Michael McGraw Park is the least visited park (61% never visit Michael McGraw
Park). Respondents are most likely to visit Leslie E. Tassell Park a few times per year
(55%).

e The most important benefit of parks in Cascade Township is to provide opportunities to
enjoy nature and the outdoors (88%), followed by improving health and wellness
(70%) and protecting the natural environment and wildlife (70%).

e 58% of respondents believe that maintaining existing parks and facilities is the most
important factor in improving parks and recreation opportunities in Cascade Township.
19% believe that expanding the trail system is important.

e The main reason that respondents do not regularly use their local parks is because they
are too far away, or not conveniently located (20%) or they use parks in other
townships or cities (20%).

e Respondents believe that trails with links to a regional trail system (Caledonia and
Lowell) should be the highest priority in developing pathways and trails (33%). 30%
believe that developing unpaved nature trails should be a priority.

e Top responses for where additional trails and pathways should be added or
considered:

- 28™ Street between Buttrick and Snow

- Cascade Road

- Riverwalk or boardwalk

- Burton over [-96

- Sidewalk along Thornapple River Dr. to Cascade Township Park
- Near Quiggle Lake

e Respondents believe that natural areas (40%) are the most needed parks in Cascade
Township, followed by small neighborhood parks (34%), parks with water frontage
(33%), and a sports complex park (27%) are most needed in Cascade Township.

e Adolescents (10- 18) are the most underserved by current offerings (40%), followed by
children with disabilities (32%).

Cascade Township APPENDIX Parks and Recreation Plan



e 39% of respondents feel adequately served by area programming, 35% responded
that they felt somewhat adequately served, 27% responded that they did not feel
adequately served by programming.

e 38% of respondents felt somewhat satisfied with the current recreational and parks
offerings in Cascade Township, 35% were satisfied, 15% were unsatisfied, and 11.5%
were highly satisfied.

e Trails and Paths (54%), an ice skating rink (31%), and a dog park (30%) were the top
most desired amenities and facilities.

e 27% of respondents are willing to support a new parks millage at $50.00 or less per
year, 23% are willing to spend between $51.00- $99.00 per year, 17% are uncertain, 17%
are willing to spend between $100.00 - $199.00, 14% are not willing to support a new
parks millage.

e 30% of respondents are willing to support the renewal of the pathways millage at
$50.00 or less per year, 22% are uncertain, 19% are willing to spend between $51.00
and $99.00, 14% are willing to spend between $100-$199, and 13% are not willing to
support a renewed pathways millage.
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DDA Gateway Concept Plan
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DDA Library Plan

TOWNSHIP ACTIVITY CENTER CONCEPT

CASCADE TOWNSHIP DDA IMPROVEMENTS
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Conceptual Park Plan — Recreation Park
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Conceptual Parks Plan- Soccer Complex
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Notice of Availability of the Draft Plan for Public Review and Comment

CASCADE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP

2865 Thornhills SE Grand Rapids,
Michigan 49546-7140

2014 CASCADE TOWNSHIP
PARK AND RECREATION PLAN UPDATE.

Cascade Township will be accepting comment on the draft Park and
Recreation Plan until March 1. In order to document your comments it
would be appreciated if you would send any comment you have to
Steve Peterson, Planning Director, to speterson@cascadetwp.com.
Cascade Township will then hold a public hearing to consider the new
plan at the March 12, 2014 Township Board meeting. This meeting will
be held at the Cascade Library-Wisner Center located at 2870 Jacksmith
Ave. If you have any questions regarding the plan or the process you
can call Steve at 949-0224.
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Notice for Public Meeting Held after Two- Week Public Review Period

CASCADE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP

2865 Thornhills SE Grand Rapids,
Michigan 49546-7140

2014 CASCADE TOWNSHIP
PARK AND RECREATION PLAN UPDATE.

Cascade Township will hold a public hearing to consider the new plan at
the March 12, 2014 Township Board meeting. This meeting will be held
at the Cascade Library-Wisner Center located at 2870 Jacksmith Ave

starting at 7 pm. If you have any questions regarding the plan or the
process you can call Steve at 949-0224.
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Official Resolution of Adoption by Cascade Charter Township Parks Committee

Cascade Charter Township
Kent County Michigan
Resolution 1 of 2014

RESOULTION OF SUPPORT TO ADOPT THE CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP
RECREATION PLAN 2014-2019

Whereas, a current plan is beneficial for developing and maintaining our recreation resources in
the Township and a current recreation plan is required to qualify for State and Federal funding;

and

Whereas, an updated Recreation Plan has been prepared by the Park and Recreation Committee
with the involvement of Cascade Township citizens; and

Whereas, this updated plan will replace the 2008-2013 Recreation Plan.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Cascade Charter Township Park and Recreation
Committee recommends the 2014-2019 Recreation Plan for Cascade Charter Township be
forwarded to the Township Board for their adoption.

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Dated: March 4, 2014
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Official Resolution of Adoption by Cascade Charter Township Board

Cascade Charter Township
Kent County Michigan
Resolution 11 of 2014
Whereas, a current plan is beneficial for developing and maintaining our recreation resources in
the Township and a current recreation plan is required to qualify for State and Federal funding;
and

‘Whereas, an updated Recreation Plan has been prepared by the Park and Recreation Committee
with the involvement of Cascade Township citizens; and

Whereas, this updated plan will replace the 2008-2013 Recreation Plan; and

Whereas, the Park and Recreation Committee recommended adoption of the new plan at their
March 4, 2014 meeting.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Cascade éhaﬂer Township Board adopts the 2014-
2019 Recreation plan to become effective March 12, 2014.

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member Lewis, supported by Board Member
McDonald. The roll call vote being as follows:

YEAS: Goldberg, McDonald, Goodyke, Beahan, Lewis, Peirce, Koessel

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None
Ron Goodyke

Township Clerk

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Library — Wisner Center on the 12%
day of March, 2014 pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

" Ron Go‘Baﬁ(e
Township Clerk
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Copy of Letter Transmitting Adopted Plan to County Planning Agency

7

CA/CADE

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP

2865 Thornhills SE Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-7140

March 13, 2014

Roger Sabine

Kent County Parks Director
1500 Scribner NW

Grand Rapids M1 49504

Dear Roger:

Attached to this letter is a copy of the new Park and Recreation Plan for Cascade Charter Township. The Township Board
adopted this plan on March 12, 2014. This plan is being submitted to you in order to be in compliance with DNR
requirements.

Sincerely,
Cascade Charter Township

=

Steve Peterson, AICP
Planning Director

Assessing Building Buildings & Grounds Clerk Fire Manager Planning Treasurer
949-6176 949-3765 682-4836 949-1508 949-1320 949-1500 949-0224 949-6944

waww cascadetwp.com
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Copy of Letter Transmitting Adopted Plan to Regional Planning Agency

7

CA/CADE

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP

2865 Thornhills SE Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-7140

March 13, 2014

Dave Bee

West Michigan Regional Planning Commission
820 Monroe NW

Grand Rapids M1 49503

Dear Dave:

Attached to this letter is a copy of the new Park and Recreation Plan for Cascade Charter Township. The Township Board
adopted this plan on March 12, 2014. This plan is being submitted to you in order to be in compliance with DNR
requirements.

Sincerely,
Cascade Charter Township

SE—

Steve Peterson, AICP
Planning Director

Assessing Building Buildings & Grounds Clerk Fire Manager Planning Treasurer
949-6176 949-3765 682-4836 949-1508 949-1320 949-1500 949-0224 949-6944

www .cascadetwp.com
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